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AJumi bien, dixo el Cura, traedme^.s^nar huisped, aquesos 
libros, que lo$ qviero ver^ Qjate me ^taee^ reepondAS el, y en* 
trando, en eu aposento, eac6 dSl una nudeHUa vi^d eerrada 
con una codentHa, y abriendola, kaU6 em «flia tree Ubroegrandes 
y unos papelee de mt^ bnena letra eecrUat de fnano.«-DoN 
Quixote^ Parte I. Capitalo S8. 

It is mighty well^ said the priest; pray^ landlord^ bring me 
those books^ fiir I have a mind to see them. With all my 
hearty answered the host;*' and, going to his dumber, he 
brought out a little old cloke>bag> with 4 padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three huge Tolumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine diaracter.— Jarvis's 
Tranelatum, 
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Hear, Land o' Cakes and bridier Scots, 
Fiae Maideokiilc to Jonnjr Gfoat^, 
If there's a hole in a' your ooats, 

I rede jre tent it, 
A dud's amaiig yoa takin' notes, 

An^ iaith he*U prent it. 
Bvurs. 
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CHAPTER L 

Asf to the Autumn breeze's bugle-socmdy 
Various and vague the dry leaves dance their roand s 
Or, from the garner*door^ on sether borne^ 
The chaff flies deviooi from the wi onow d loorti ; 
So v3gue» so devious^ at the breath of heaven, 
From the»r fix'd ahn are mortal counsels driv'n. 

Anonymwi* 

We led Csdeb Balda^tose in the extre- 
mity of triumph at the success of his va« 
rious atchievements for tiie honour .of the 
house of RavenswQod. Whati he had mus- 
tered ^and marshalled his di^^es of. divers 
kindS) a mm'e royal provision had not been 
seen in Wolf's Crag, since the funeral feast 
of its deceased lord. Great was the glory of 
the gerving-maHr as he deeored the old oak- 
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<en table with a dean cloth, and arranged 
upon it carbonadoed venison and roasted 
i;vild-fowl, with a glance, every now and 
then, as if to upbraid the incredulity of his 
master and his guests ; and with many a 
story, more or less true, was Lockhard 
that evening regaled concerning the an* 
cient grandeur of WolTs Crag, and the 
sway of its Barons over the country in their 
neighbourhood. 

<^ A vassal scarce held a calf or a lamb 

his ain,. till be bad first adked if tbc Lord 

of Ravenswood was pleased to accept it $ 

and they were obliged to ask the lord's 

consent before they married in these days, 

and mony a merry taike they teH about that 

i^jght as wed as. others. And although*'* 

said Caleb, *^ these tunes are not like th^ 

gude auld times, when authority bad i^ 

pgbt, yet, true it is, Mr Loickhard, and yon 

yoursett may partly have leoaa^ed^ th^t 

we of the Hcfuse of Ravenswood do our 

endeavour in keeping up, by all just and 

iawfiil exertion <>f our barofliial authority^ 
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that due and fitting cctnnectioin betwixt nu 
perior and vassal, whiHc is in sdme danger 
of fatting into desuetude, owing to the ge» 
Mral Hcencre and miarule of tiiese present 
unhappy tiaies.'* 

«' Umpfa r* aaMi Mf Lobkfaafrf ; ^ and if I 
isay enqtiire^ Mr Balderstone^ praj do you 
fidd yoiir peopie at the irfltag^ yonder 
amenable ? for I tfiudt needs say^ that at Ra* 
v«nswo(^ Caat)«^ now pertaining to my 
iimstor, the Loid Ke^k*, ye have ndt left 
l^efaind ye the aaost ei^dypliant set of te^ 
nantry." 

<< Ah ! but M r LMkhwd,'' replied Caleb, 
^^ ye Anst consider there haiB bran a ehange 
(xf hande, and the anfd lord toight enpeM 
twa tiiraB fme llieaii when the new eomer 
canaa get ane. A dour mA fr^tctiooB set 
they were, thae tenants of Ranr^woad, atvd 
ill to live wi' wben they dimiai ken thair 
master^^smd if your master put Uiem aaad 
ance, the whole country will bot p«rt^ them 
down."^ 

f« Troth;' sink} Mr Lookhard, •« an stwh 
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be the case, I thmk the wisest tlung for us 
a' wad be to hammer up a match between 
your, young locd and our winsome young 
kddy up bye there ; and Sir William might 
just stitch your auld barony to her gown- 
sleeve, and: he wad sune cuide another out 
o' somebody else, sic a lattg head as. h^thas*" 

Caleb shook his head«~<^ I wish," he 
said, <' I wish that may answer, Mr Lock- 
hard. There are auld prophecies, about 
this bouse I wad like ill to see fulfilled wl' 
my auld e'en, thathae seen evil aneugh al- 
ready.'' 

<< Pshaw ! never, mind freits," said his 
brother btttler j '* if the yAung . folk Uked 
'ane anither, they wad make a winsome cou« 
pie* But, to say truth, there is a leddy sits 
in our haU-BOok, maun have her hand in 
that as weel as in evary other )ob. Bui 
there's no harm in drinking to their healths^ 
and I will fill Mrs Mysie a cup of Mr Gir- 
der's canary." 

While they thus enjoyed themseh^s in 
s the kitchen, the company in the hall were 
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not less j^heassntly eb^^ed. So soon as 
iRatenswood had cktenmned upon giving 
4be Lord Keeper such hospitality as he bad 
to offisv, lie deemed it incumbent on him to 
assume tk^ open and courteous brow of a 
welKpleased host It has been often re- 
marked^ that when a man commenoes hj 
acting a character, he frequently ends by 
adopting it in good earnest In the course 
*of an hour or two/ Ravenswood, to his own 
surprise^ found honself in the situation oi' 
tone who frankly does hit best to entntain 
wekottie and honoured guests. How much 
of tMs change in bis disposition was to be 
ascribed to the beauty and simplicity of 
Miss 'IliAiton, to the readiness with which 
5he accfommodated herself to the inconve- 
^liiences of her situation — ^how much to the 
^smooth and plausible conversation of the 
Lord Keeper, remarkably gifled with those 
words which witi the ear, must be left to 
the reader's ingenuity to conjecture. But 
^Kavenswood was insensible to neither. 

The Lord Keeper was a veteran statesmaii, 

c . . 
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weU acquainted with courts and cabinfiti^ 
and intimate with all the various turns of 
public affitirs during the last eventful ywn 
of the seventeenth century. He could talk^ 
from his own knowledget of sKn and eveali, 
in a way which fiuled not to win attention, 
and had the peculiar aft» while h6 never 
said a word which comnttted himself at 
the sai!ne time te pomade the hearer that 
he was qpdiddag without the leadt sha- 
dow of acrupiibus caatioii or reserve. ]^ 
venswxxid^ An sjpittf of Ins prejudices mA 
reai groimds of resentment^ felt himself at 
onoe amused $iid instnActed in listeuag to 
him, while the statesman^ whose inward 
feelings had at first so much imfeded his 
first efibrts to make himaelf known, had 
now regained all the ease and fiuency of a 
silver-tongued lawyer ot' the very highest 
order. 

His daughter did not speak much^ but 
she smiled ; and what she did say argued 
a submissive gentleness, and a desire to 
give pleasure, which, to a proud man like 
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Ravenswood, was more fascinatittg than 
the most biilfiant wit Above all, he 
could not but observe, that, whether from 
gratitude or from some other motive, he 
himself, in his deserted and unprovided 
hall, was as much the object df respectful 
attention to his guests, as he would have 
been when surroundied by all the appK» 
ances atid means of hospitality proper to 
his high birth. AQ deficiencies passed an- 
ebservid, or, if they did not escape notice^ 
it was to praise the substitutes, which Caleb 
had contrived to supply the want of the 
usual accommodations. Where a smile was 
unavoidable, it was a very good-humoured 
one, and ofteh cotqpled with some well- 
turned compliment, to shew how much the 
guests esteemed the merit of their noble 
host, how little they thought of thti incon- 
Teniencies with which they, were surround- 
ed. I am not sure whether the pride of 
being found to outbalance, in virtue of Uis 
own personal merit, all the disadvantages 
of fortune, did not make as favourable an 

A 2 
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impression upon the haughty heart of the 
Master of Ravenswoodt as the oonversa* 
tion of the father and the beauty of Lucy 
AshtOD. 

The hour of rq>ose arrived. The 
Keeper and his daughter retired to their 
apartmentSt which were ^* depored" more 
properly than could have been antipipated. 
In making the necessary arrangements, 
Mysie had indeed enjoyed the assistance 
of a gossip who had arrived from the vil« 
lage upon an exploratory expedition, but 
had been arrested by Calqb, and impressed 
into the domestic drudgery of the evening 
So that, instead of returning home to de- 
scribe the dress and person of the grand 
youQg lady, she found herself compelled 
to be active in the domestic economy of 
Wolfs Crag. 

According to the custom of the time, 
the Master of Ravenswood attended the 
Lord Keeper to his apartment, followed by 
Caleb, who placed on the table, with all the 
ceremonials due to torches of wax, two 
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rudely framed tallow^ candles/ such a^' in 
those days were only used by the peasant- 
ry, hooped in paltry clasps of wire, which 
sefved for candlesticks. He then disap- 
peared, and presently entered with two 
eartheii flagonSi (the cfaina> he said, had 
been little used since my lady's time>) one 
fiUed with canary wine, the other wijth 
braMy. The canary sack, unheeding an 
probafctiities of detection, he declared had 
been twenty years in the cellars of WolPs 
Crag^ <<1^on^h it was not for him to speak 
before their honours ; the brandy,— -it was 
Weel ken'd liquor, as mild as meadi and as 
atrong as Sampson — ^it had been in the 
house ever since the memorable revel, in 
whicdi auld Mickletob had been slain at the 
h^ad oi the stair by Jamie of Jenklebrae, 
on account of the honout of the worshipful 
Lady Muirend, wha was in some sort an 
ally of the family ; natheless''^— — 

** But to cut that matter shorti Mr Ca- 
Jeb,*' said the Keeper, " perhaps you will 
fwour nie with a ewer of water.*" 
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<* God forbid ypur lordship should drink 
water in this family^ to the disgrace of so 
honourable an house !" 

^< Nevertheless^ if his lordship hfive a 
fancy/' said the Master, smiling^ ^* I think 
you might indulge him } for, if I mistake 
not, there has been water drank here at no 
distant date, and with good relish too." 

^< To be sure, if his lordship Ims a fancy,*" 
siaid Caleb; and re*entering with a j^g of 
pure elemcnt-^^^ He will scarce find such 
water oiiy where as is dmwn firae the weU 
at WolTs Crag^-^aevertheless"*— «-« 

« Nevertheless, we must j^fuwuie hsxd 
Keeper to his repose in this poor chamber 
of ours," said the Master of Rfivenswood, 
interrupting his talkative domestic, who im- 
mediately turning to the door-way, with a 
profQjind reverence, prepared to u^ber his 
master from the secret chamben 

But the Lord Keeper prevented hishost'^ 
departure.-—*^ I have but one word to say 
to the Master of Ravens wood, Mr Caleb, 
and I fancy he will excuse your waitii^« 



L« 
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With a second re verence, lower than the 
former, Caleb witfadrew-^^and his master 
stood motionless, expecting, with consider- 
able embarrassment, what was to dose the 
events of a day fraught with unexpected 
incidents. 

** Master of Bavenswood," said Sir WiL 
liam Ashton, with some embarrassment, 
<< I hope ypu understand die Christian law 
too well to su&r the sun to set upon your 
anger ?' 

The Master blushed, and replied, ^ He 
had no occasion that evening to exercise 
the duty enjoined upon him by his Chris- 
tian fsnth." 

^ I should have thought otherwise,*' said 
bis guest, *' considering the various sub* 
jects of dilute and litigation which have 
unhappily occurred more frequently than 
was desirable or necessary betwixt the late 
honourable lord, your father, and myself/' 

*< I could wish, my lord,*' sdld Ravens- 
wood, agitated by suppressed emotion, 
*^ that reference to these circumrtances 



\ 
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fthould be made any where father than 
under nay father!s roof.'* 

** I should have fdt the delicacy of this 
appeal at another time," said Sir WilKdm 
A^ton» " but BOW I must proceed vrith 
what I meant to say. — I have suffered too 
much in tuy own mind from the false deli- 
cacy whidi prevented my soliciting with 
eariiestness^ what indeed I frequently re- 
quested, a personal communing with your 
father — much distress of mind to him and 
to me might have been prevented/* 

** It is true," said Ravenswood, after a 
4noment's reflection j *« I have heard my fa* 
ther say your lordship had proposed a per- 
sonal interview." 

*« Proposed, my dear Master ? I did in- 
deed propose it, but I ought to have beg- 
ged, entreated, beseechcji it. I ought to 
have torn away the veil which interested 
persons had stretched betwixt us, and shewn 
myself as I was, willing to sacrifice a consi- 
derable part even of my legal rights in car- 
der to conciliate feelings so natural as his 
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ft 

must be allowed to have been. Let dAe say 
for myself, my young friend, for so I will 
call you, that liad your father and I spent 
the same time together which my good for* 
tone has allowed me to-^ay to pass in your 
company, it is possible the land might yet 
have enjoyed one of the mqat respectable 
of its ancient nobility, and X should have 
been spared the pain of parting in enmity 
from a person whose general character I so 
mueh admired and honoured." 

He put his handkerchief to his eyes» 
Ravenswood also was moved, but awaiited 
in silence the progress of this extraordi- 
nary communication. 

<< It is necessary," continued the Lord 
K^per, ** and proper that yqu should un- 
derstand, that there have been many points 
I^twixt us, in ^ich, although I judged it 
proper that there, should be an exact ascer- 
tainment of my legal rights by the decree* 
of a court of justice, yet it was never my 
intention to press them beyond the verge 
of equity." 
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<« My lord/' stid the Master of Ravens- 
wood» ^* it is unnecessary to pursue this 
topic farth^. What the law will give you, 
or has given you^ you enjoy — br you shall 
enjoy; neither my fatfafCF, nor I myself, 
would have received any ikkig on the foot- 
ing of favour/' 

<< Favour ?-^nb^^you miaanderstand me," 
resumed the Keeper ; ** or ratlier you are 
no lawyer. A right may be good in law, 
and ascertained to be so, which yet a man 
of honour may not in every case care to 
avadl himself of.^ 

^ I am sorry for it, my lord/' said the 
Master. 

•• Nay, nay,** retorted his guests '* you 
apeak like a young counseflor ; your spirit 
goes before your wit. There are many 
things still open for decision betwixt us. 
Can you blame me, an old man desirous 
of peace, and in the castle of a young no« 
Ueman who has saved my daughter's life 
and my own, that I am desirous, anxiously 
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de^ous^ that these should be settled on 
the most liberal principle ?" 

The old man kept fast hold of the Mas« 
tefs passive hand as he spoke, and made it 
impossible for him, be his predetermination 
what it would, to return any other than an 
acquiescent reply ; and wishing his guest 
good night, he postponed farther confei^ 
enct until the next morning. 

Rayenswood hurried into the ball wher^ 
he was to spend the night, and for a time 
traversed its pavement with a disordered 
and rapid pace. His mortal foe was^un- 
der his roof, yet his sentiments towards 
him were neither thooe pf a feudal enemy 
iior of a true Christian. He felt as if he 
€^iUd neither forgive him in the one cha- 
racter, or fbilow forth his vengeance in the 
other, but that he was making a base and 
di^HMionrable composition betwixt his re- 
sentmaut against the father and his afStc- 
lion for the daughter. He cursed himself, 
as he hurried to and fro in the pale moon- 
light, and more riKidy gleama of the e^pi- 
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rkigwood-fire. He threw open and »hu1t 
the latticed windows with violence, ai if 
alike impatient of the admission and e3C€lu« 
eion of free air. At length, however, the 
torrent of passion foamed off its. madness, 
and he threw himself into the chair, which 
he proposed as his place of repose for the 
night 

" If, in reality,"— 4such were the calmer 
thoughts that followed the first tempeBt of 
his passion— << If, in reality, this man de- 
sires no more than the law allows him-^ 
if he is willing to adjust even his acknow- 
ledged rights upon an equitable footing, 
what could be my father's cause of com- 
plaint ?— .what is mine ?— *Tho8e from whom 
we won our ancient possessions fell under 
the sword of my ancestors, and left; lands 
and livings to the conquerors; we sink 
under the force of the law,, now too power^ 
ful for the Scottish chivalry. Let us. [mrley 
with the victors of the day, as if .we had 
been besieged in our fortress and without 
hope of relief. This man may be 4)iher 
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than I have thought him ; and his daugh- 
ter — ^but I have resolved not to think upon 
her," 

He Ivrapt his cloak around him, fell 
asleep, and dreamed of Lucy Ashton till 
day-light gleamed through the lattices* 
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CHAPTER II. 



We worldly men^ when we see friends and kinsmeB 
Past hope sunk in their fortunes, lend no band 
To lift them up, but rather set oyr feet 
Upon their heads to press them to the bottom^) 
As I must yield with you I practised it; 
But now I see you in a way to rise> 
I can and will assist you.^-^ 

New Waif to Pay Old Debit. 



The Lord Keeper curled with him to a 
couch, harder than he was accustomed to 
fitretoh himself upon, the same ambitious 
thoughts and political perplexities, which 
drive sleep from the softest down that ever 
spread a bed of state. He had sailed long 
enough amid the contending tides and cur- 
rents of the time to be sensible of their 
perils and of the necessity of trimming his 
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vessel to the prevailing wind, if be wosld 
liave her escape shipwredc ia the storm* 
Tite nature of his talents^ and the timo« 
Tcmsne^ of disposition connected with 
them^^f& made him assume tlie pliability 
■JMie versatile c^d Earl of Northamptoii» 
who explained the art by which he kept 
his ground during all the changes of state» 
from the reign of Henry VIJI* to that of 
Elizabeth, by the frank avowal^ that he wad 
bom of the wiUow^ not of the oak. It had 
accordingly been Sir WiUiam Ashton'a po« 
Ucy on all occasions ^ watck the changel 
In the political horizon^ amt, ere yet the 
conflict was decided, to negociate soase in* 
terest forliimself with the party most likely 
to prove victorious. His time-serving dis- 
position was well known, and excited the 
contempt of the more daring leaders of 
both factions in the state. But his talents 
Were of a useful and practical kind^ and 
his legal knowledge held in high estima-i 
tion^ and they so far counter-balanced other 
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deficiencies^ that those in power were glad 
to use and to reward, though without trust- 
ing or respecting, him. 

The' Marquis of A ■ had usad his ut- 
ipost ^influence to effect a changl^n the 
Scoitish cadiinet, and his schemes had IflMk 
of late so well laid and so ably supported, 
that there appeared a veiy great chance of 
his proving ultimately successful. He did 
not, however, feel so strong or so confident as 
to neglect any means of drawing recruits to 
bis stand ard. The acquisition of the Lord 
Keeper was deemed »t>f some importance, 
and a friend, perfectly acquainted with his 
circumstances and character, became re- 
sponsible for his political conversion. 

When this gentleman arrived at Ravens^ 
wood Castle upon a visit, the real purpose 
of which was disguised under general cQur« 
tesy, he found the prevailing fear, which at 
present beset the Lord Keeper, was that of 
danger to his own person from the Master 
of Ravens wood. The language which the 
blind sybil, old Alice, had used ; the sud- 
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d^ afypearatlte of the Mai^ter armed, and . 
mthin Ms precincts, immediately after he 
had been warned against danger from hini ; 
the cold and haughty return received in 
exchange for the acknowledgments with 
which he loaded him for his timely protec- 
tion, had all made a strong impression on 
his imagination. 

So sdon as the Marquis's political agent 
found how the wind sate, he began to insi- 
nuate fears and doubts of another kind, 
scarce less calculated to affect the Lord 
Keeper. He enquired with seeming inter- 
est, whether the proceedings in Sir-Wil- 
liam^s complicated litigation with the Ra- 
venswood family was out of court, and set« 
tied without the possibility of appeal ? The 
Lord Keeper answered in the affirmative ; 
but his interrogator was too well informed 
to be imposed upon. He pointed out to . 
him, by unanswerable arguments, that some 
of Ihe most important points which had 
been decided in his favour against the 
House of Ravenswodd, were liable to be 
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reviewed by the Estates of the Kkt^imoi^ 
L e. by the Scottish ParliiimMt, upon an 
appeal by the party injured^ or» m it was 
technically termed » *< a protestation &r re- 
meid in law.^ 

The Lord Keeper, after he had for some 
time disputed the legality of such a jnra- 
ceedingy was compelled, at length, to. com- 
fort himself with the improbability of the 
young Master of Ravenswood finding frieads 
in parliament, capable of stirring in so 
weighty an B&k. 

« Do not comfort yourself with that Iklse 
hope," said his wily friend ; ^« it is |N»iible» 
that in the next session of parliament» young 
Bavenswood may find flH)re friends and fa- 
vour even than your lordship." 
. <* That would be a s%bt worth seeing**^ 
said the Keeper sccH^nfully. 

♦* And yet,^' said his firiend, « such things 
have been seen ere now, and in our own 
time. There are many at the head of af- 
fairs even now, that a few years ago were 
under hiding for their lives ; and many a 
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IBM dijbing) dn plate of silvar, that was fata 
Ho eat bia crot^dy yfitikov^ a bicker ;. and. 
inany a high bead haa b»a brought full 
low amoiig, us ^i as shori a afiace.< Scot t 
of ScQtstarveVs ^ Staggering State of ScQtg. 
$tatesmeo»' of which euri^usk meiooir you 
shewed: ixie a manuscript^, has beea out^ 
9tagg^i^:io;oisir tirne^" 

The l^id ICe^per answered with a deep 
ii^b> /^ that these mutations were no new 
sights in Sodtland, aad had been witnessed 
long before the time of the satirical author 
he had quoted* It was many a long year," 
be said^ ^' sityo^ £brdua had quoted, as an 
aDoient ptorerb, / neqme dkeSf nequejhrtu^ 
9ed nee ^t^piem ScotttSf pradommnte inpi* 
dia^ diu durabit in terra ''^ 

« And be assared, my esteemed friend," 
was the answer^ ** that even your long iser* 
vices to tbe.state> or deep legal knowledgei 
w|ll iiot save ycHi, or render your estate 
stable, if the Marquis of Aj^-^^^ comes in 
with a parliament according to his wiU« 

. VOL* II, B' 
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Yott kncm tiuit the deoeasod I^xd fttfitMM- 
^KFoed was his near aJiy, liia lady kmg fifth. 
ID ^Moeot from the Kwgbtof TiiidlMrdiiie $ 
mod I am wvil assured that be wtB take 
yeting RaTensirood by the hand^ aad be 
bis very good i^vA aid kinsauoK Why 
abeeiki he not ?-4ie is an actiw and stknng 
young fdlow, able to help bimsetf with 
tongue and hands-j and it is such as he 
that find friends among their kiiidred» and 
not those ^inarmed and ^unable Mephebo^ 
sbethsy that are sure to be a burthen to 
evay one that takes them up. And so, if 
lliese Raven&wood ci»es be called over the 
coals in pariiatoent, you will find that the 
Marquis wiM hare a crow to phick with 
you.* 

^ That would be an evil requital/^ said 
the Lord Keeper, *< for my long s«vices t9 
the st^te, and the ancient req[)ect in whicb 
I-have held hiB lordship's honourable finini* 
ly and person.'^ 
^ ♦* Aye^ but,** rejoined the agent of the 
Marquis, << it is in vain to look back oh 



pieait tervkie niid arid rMpeec, uqr lord^*^ 
^illbe presedtMrvice and imtiiddiate prMfii 
xSf regard, whkh, in these iliMeiy tim6% 
will be expeeted by a man Mke the Miiw 

The Lord Keeper now saw Hie (bn drift 
ef his frfeftd*s ai^uineiit, but he was to* 
catitious to retttm any poittk^ aMw«r» 

•« He knew not,* he said, " the sctfvioe 
which the Lord Marqms fiOiild expeet fiMl 
ene of bis Umited abilities, theft had noe tl^ 
w^ays stood at bts command, stftl saving 
and reserving his duty to bis king and eoinh 
try.** 

Having thus said nOthhig, w1i^ ho sotm^ 
)^ to say etery thing, fof the eottoeption was 
calculated to cover whatever he m%ht al^ 
terwards think pMper to Mnfg under it» 
S!r Wilifam A^bton changed the convorsa- 
tion,nofdid he again permit it to^be in tt^ 
dttced. His gue^t departed, Without having 
brought the wily old sMtettian tlfo leoigcli 
Of cof<iiaitling1iimelf,orirf' pledging hlm^ 
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self to any future line of conduct, but with 
the certfunty that be had alarmed his fears 
kia most sensible point, syiid laid a founda^ 
tipn for future and farther treaty. 
, When he rendered an account of his ne- 
gociation to the Marquis, they, both agreed 
4hat the Keeper ought not to be permitted 
to relapse into security^ and that he should 
be plied with new subjects of alarm, espe- 
cially during the absence of his lady. They 
were well aware that her proud, vindictive, 
and predominating spirit, would be likely' 
to supply him with the courage in which he 
was deficient — that she was immovably 
attached to the party now in power, with 
ififhom she maintained a close cprrespond- 
' ence and alliance, ;ind that she hated, 
.without fearing, the Ravenswood £unily, 
whose more anci^t dignity threw discre*- 
4it on the newly acquired grandeur of her 
•husband,. to such a degree that she would 
have periled the interest of her own housej 
to have the prospect of altogether crushing 
ihat of her enemy. 
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But Lady Ashton was now absent. The 
business which had long detained her in 
Edinburgh, had afterwards induced her to 
travel to London, not without the ho[ye 
that she might contribute her share to dis- 
concert the intrigues of the Marquis at 
court, for she stood high in favour with 
the celebrated Sarah, Duchess of Marlbo* 
rbugh, to whom, in point of character, she- 
bore considerable resemblance. It was ne- 
cessary to press her husband ha^rd before 
Her . return ; and, as a preparatory step, 
the Marquis wrote to the Master of Ra- 
venswood the letter which we rehearsed 
in a former chapter* It was cautiously 
worded, so as to leave it in the power of 
the writer hereafter to take as deep, or as 
i^ght an interest in the fortunes of his 
kinsman, as the progress of his own schemes 
mi^ht require. But however utiwilling, as 
a statesman, the Marquis might be to com- 
mit himself^ or assume the character of a 
patron, while he had nothing to give away, 
it must be said to his honour^ that he felt 
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a Atrong iodinMioii ^ectuaDy to befirkod 
the Mastef of Ravemwood, as well aa to uaa 
his name aa a means of alacming tbe tercm 
of the hofd Keeper* 

As the messenger who carried this letter 
was to pass near the house of the Lord 
Keeper, he had H ia directioo, that in the 
vHlage adjoiaii^ to the park- gate of the 
castle» bis horse should lose a shoes &km1 
that, while it was replaced by the smitb of 
the phice, he should express the utmost 
regret for the necessary ksa of time, and; 
in the vehemenoe of his impatmsoe^ giyie 
it to be understood, that he was bcaru^ a 

message from the Marquia of Amj^ ■ to 

the Master of Ravenawood^ iqioa a matteir 
of life and death.. 

This newsi with esa^eratioiis, w«s speew 
dtly csfried from various quarters to the 
ears of the Lord Keeper, and each reporter 
dwelt upon the extreme impatienoe of the 
courier, and the suyprimig^ shout tsme in 
which he had executed his journey. The 
anxious stsitesmani heacd is sskeee} but m 



THJfc> 4a£» Of lAMKUaOiOOft. $ I 

private Lockhftcd received ordefs to watdl 
tbe courier on hk return* to way-Uy him 
in the vUlagey to ply bim with liquor if 
possible, and to use all nieaii8» &ir or fouU 
to learn the contents of the letter of which 
he was the bearer. Bat aa this ploi had 
l^en foreseen, the messenger returned by. 
a different and dbtant road, aad tkoB e^ 
captd the ^amt that waa laid ft>r hittir 

A(ler he had bee^ui vmi expected f#r> 
some time> Mr DtogwaU had Mders to. 
nwke especial eo^^y among his clienta of^ 
Wol£^s-hope> whether such a domestic be- 
longing to the Marquis of A'--*-^^ had ac«^ 
laially atrrived at iht neighbouring easily*' 
Tfaiift was easiiiy aacertajned { for Caleb had 
been in the village one morning by. five 
o'elodc, to bmrow *^ twa chappina of ale 
mid a kipp^' for tftie messenger's r^resb- 
ment, and the p6or fellow had been ill for 
twenty«fomr hours at Luckie Sma^itrashMb. 
in conaequence of* dining upon ** sant aau^ 
mon and sour drink*'' So that the exist* 
ctotf of. a corf0B|mndeaee rfadnmnithe JtfMw 
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quis and his distressed kinsman, which Sir 
William Ashton had sometimes treated as 
a bug- bear, was proved beyond the possi* 
biiity of further doubt. 

The alarm of the Lord Keeper became 
very serious. Since the Claim of Right^the 
power of appealing from the decisions of 
the civil court to the' estates of parliament, 
which had formerly been held incompe- 
tent, had in many instances been claimed, . 
and in some allowed, and he had no small 
reason to apprehend the issue, if the Scot- 
tish parliament should be disposed to act 
upon the protestation of the Master of 
Ravenswood «* for remeid in law.'* It 
would resolve into an equitable claim, and 
be decided, perhaps, upon the broad prm-. 
diples of justice, which were not quite s6« 
favourable to the Lord Keeper as those 
of strict law. Meanwhile, every repc»:t: 
which reached him served to render the 
success of the Marquis's intrigues the more, 
prol^able, and the Lord Keeper began to 
think it indispensible, that be ahould look ^ 
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■ 

round for some kind of protection against 
the coipiog storin. .The timidity:. of hif 
tepaper induced him to adopt measures of 
compromise and conciliatiop. The aflbir 
of the wild bull, properly managed, nugbt, 
he thougbti be made to facilitate a pjfer- 
sonal communication and reconciliation 
betwixt the Master and himself. He would 
then learn, if possible, what his own ideas 
were of the extent of his rights, and the 
means of enforcing them } and perhaps matr 
ters mi^ht be brought to a compromise^ 
^rhere oine party was wealthy,^ and the other 
4^0 very poor. ^ reconciliation with Ravena 
wood was likely to give him 4^n opportunity 
to play his own game with the Marquis of 
A— — ^ ^ And besides,'' said he to him- 
self^ *' it w^l be an act of generosity to 
raise up the heir of thiB distressed family i 
and if he is to be warmly and effectually 
befriended by the new government, who 
knows but my virtue may prove its own 

reward ?" 

• . . ♦ • ♦ • • 

Thus thought Sir William il^htpn, qo« 

B 2 
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^tmg wHb tret unusual self-deliiskHi his in- 
tereslfed* vfew» with a hue of virtue ; and 
having attained thisr point, hh fkncj strayed 
still farther. He began to bethink himse!^ 
<< ^t if Ravenswoad was to hav^e a distm^ 
guished phiee of power and trusfc — and if 
streh a union would sopite the heavier part 
of his unadjusted claims — there might be 
worse matches for his daughter Lucy— 4he 
Master might be reponed against the at- 
tainder— ^Lord Ravenswood was an ancient 
title, and the alfiance would, in some mea- 
sure, legitimate his own possession of the 
greater part of the Master's spoihi, and 
make the surrender of the rest a subject 
of less bitter regret.'^ 

With these mingled and multtfarious 
plans occupying his head, the Lord Keeper 
availed himself of my LordiBittlebrttins^ re- 
peated invitation to bis residence, and thus 
came within a very few miles of Wolf% Crag. 
Here he found the lord of the mansion ab- 
sent, but was courteously received by the 
lady, who ejspected her husband'is iminedi^ 
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fttetttarn. SheezpW88edherpariici]tfia*d«» 
light at; ftem^ MiB$ Ashton, ftmt ap{M)iiated 
tk^ konniis to be taken oat for the Imd 
Keeper^s spjMial Mniseinedt. He readily 
entered into tlie {Nropote)» as giving him an 
Qppmtanity to reconnoitre WolPa Cntgg 
and pertmps td make some acquaintance 
with the owner, if he should be tempted 
from his desolate manmon by the chase* 
LeckiNrd bad his orders to endeavour ott 
his papt ta make some acqnatntanee with 
the in«sat.es 4^ the castte, a«d we have seea 
bow be flayed bis part* 

The adeid^iMall 0lxnm did more to f»* 
tfctrtthe Lord Keeper's pfefO of formings A 
personal' »eqiiainiatKre^ with yomig ftavena^ 
W'Ood, than hi» mmt Ismguine eiipectaiCioss 
cotdd have aMieipat^d. Hi9 fear of the 
young nobleman's personal resentment had 
greatly decreased, since he considered him 
as ivrmidabie from his legal claims^ and 
the me^ns^ he mrght have of enlarcing 
them^ fiift aMiOu^ he thought, not un* 
leaisooafbly, that only desperate eirdiiaiii 
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Stances drove men oa d^apcraie r 
sures, it was not without a seeiel teoror, 
wbich dboi^.his h^art within Ufl^^ that lie 
fir^t felt himself endoand witl^n the dttMK 
late tower of Wolf's Crag ; a place so .wslX 
.fitted^ fix)m soliti^e and strength^ to JM a 
scene of violence and vaogtaoee* The. 
stern recei^on at first given to. them: by 
the Master of Raveaswood^ and the diffi- 
culty he felt in explaining to that wjuasd 
nobJe^omn what guests were und w the aheln 
ter of bis roof» did not sooth these, aiarnots ; 
so that when Sir William Ash ton heard the 
door of the court^yard idiut behind bigi with 
violence, the words of Alice rmg in Ma 
earS) **. that he bad drawn on absttera teo 
hardly with so fierce a race as those of Ba« 
vepswoodi and that tliey. would bide their 
time to be ave»ged«'' 

The subsequent frankness of the Mas- 
ter's hospitality, as their acqiiaintant^. iiVi 
creased, abated the apprehensions these re« 
coUeetionB were calculated .to es&cite ^ and 
it did not. escape Sir William Asbton,.tb»t 
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it ms^to Li«cy^ig(iQe 4iid;befitaty» be 0wed« 
tfee: chi^tt^e ,in tbf ir boat's bebsirwir* 
. Mil tbeae tbongbts . tbrpngbd , upon him, 
ivten he took ppsa«ssiaii / of the secifet. 
cbambtr. The iioa lfti»p, ihe unfuraished 
apfirtmeiit, more sesemUing a prifKNH tb|»i. 
a plaae^pi! e^dixmry repose, the hoarvea^d 
ceawiftts sound of the waveq ru^ng against, 
the b96e of the rook on wbi/cb the castle, 
was founded^ saddened and perplexed his. 
miodi To his own successful mac^ina*: 
tionsb' tbe.ruin of the family had been ip % 
greafe .meaiMre owing, butr his. disposition 
was ci$d|y and UQfc cruel ; so that actoaUy 
to wiineas jJ^e desolation and distress be.badt 
bin^f . occasiopved, was as painful to him 
^IA it, would : be to* the fau^pana vustreps of a 
fiimily<tosttperintendinperwQ the execution 
of ^i.e, lambs and poultry which are killed 
by her own directions. At the same timet 
when he tliought of the alternative, of re- 
storing to Ravenswood a large proportion 
of his spoils, or of adopting, as an ally 
and member of bis own family, the heir of 
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ifAs imyK>2TOiJfhed howe, he fUt «s the 
spider may be supposed to do, when bis 
inrhble web, the intricacies^ of whkh had 
been planned with so mueh art, is de* 
stroyed by the* cbance sweep of a broom.^ 
And then, if he should commit himself too 
far m this mattei, it gave me to a perSooa 
question » which many a good husliandr 
when under temptation to act as a free 
agent, has asked himself withoat beings 
able to return a satisfactory answer $ *^ What 
win my wife-— what will Lady Asbt&n say ?* 
On the wbele^ he came at length to the re- 
solution in which mhids of a weaker caair w 
eften take reftige. He resolved to watdi 
events, to tnke advavitage of citetiimstaBcea 
as they oceitarred, and regiikee tm eondaet 
accordingiy. In this spiiit of temporizing; 
policy, he at length composed his mfaid to 
vest. 
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CHAPTER IL 

«» A itiijrt note i imvo i**iit,m ftr yvo^jfcr te^ 

which you must excuse me. It is aD oiler that fneadM§ 
ealla upon me to do, and no way ofiensive to you, since I de- 
liie notfaiDg but right upon both sides." 

' JSSng ami im Xiifg* 

Wbeh Rtfremwood and his guest ineC 
in the- Morning, the gloom of the MatteflB 
spiff t had iti pairt retufned. He^ atso, had 
passed a night rather of reflection than of 
sfombef ; and the ft^Ungs which he could 
not but entertain towa^s Lucy Ashton^ 
had to 'su{>port a severe conflict against 
those which j;e had so long nourished 
against hejr'fiither* To clasp in friendiAip 
the hand of the enemy oi his house* to en- 
tertain him under his roof^ to exchange 
with hiift the courtesies and the kindness 
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of domestic familiarity, was a degradation 
which his proud spirit could not be bent 
to without a struggle. 

But the ice being once broken, the Lord 
Keeper was resolved it should not have time 
again to freeze. It had been part of his 
plan to stun and confuse Ravenswood's 
ideiMs, by a complicated and teclmical 
statement of the matters which had been 
in debate betwixt their families, justly 
thinking it would be difficult for a' youth 
of his age to follow the expositions of 
a practical lawyer, concerning actions of 
compt and reckoning, and of multipl|3- 
poindings, and .adjudicaticm and wadsets, 
{»:oper and improper, and poindings of the 
gr<^und and declarations of expi^ of |Jhe 
legal. Thus, t|ioqgbt Sir William, I shall 
have all the grace of appeariog perfectly 
communicative, while my party will de^ 
rive very little advantage from a^y thing 
I may tell him. He therefore took Ra- 
vens wood aside into the deep recess of a 
window in the ball> and resuming the dis- 
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course of the preceding evening, expressed 
a hope that bis young friend would assume 
some patience, in order to hear him enter 
into a minute and explanatory detail of 
those unfortunate circjimstances, in which 
his late honourable father had stood at va« 
riance with the Lord Keeper. The Mas- 
ter of Ravenswood coloured highly, but 
was silent ; and. the Lord Keeper, though 
not greatly ^approving the sudden height 
ening of his auditor's complexion, com* 
menced. the history of a bond for twenty 
thousand marks, advai^ed by his father U> 
the fkthet of Allan Lord Ravenswood, and 
was proceeding to detail the executorial 
proceedings by which this large sum had 
heien . rendered a deWHim Jundi, when he 
was. in t6rru|Aed by the Master. 

«< It is ndt in this place," he said, << that 
I can hear Sir WiUiam Ashton's explana- 
tion of the matters in question betwe^. 
us. It is not her^ where my iather die4 

of a broken heart, tbat ipan witit^ dwmcy 
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or tamper investigate the erase of hts dis- 
tress. I might remember that I was a son^ 
and forgel the duties of a host. A tim^ 
however, there tmist cotnei when these 
things shall be discussed ia. a place and ill 
a presence where both of us will have equal 
freedom to speak and to hean^ 

*« Any time,** the Lprd Keeper said^ 
^' any place was alike to those who sought 
nothing but justice. Yet i| would seem far 
was, in fairness, entitled to^ some premdni* 
tion respecting the grounds, upon which> 
tibe Master pn^osed to impugn the wbMe 
train of kgat proceedings, which had beat 
ao weU and ripely advised in.ttie oniy cou£t» 
competent"* 

** Sir William Ashton," answered ih^ 
Master with warmth, <* the lands whicb 
you now occupy were granted to my re- 
mete ancestor for services done witti bis 
iword against the English invaders. Haw 
they have glided from us by a train itf pro^ 
ceedings that seen» to be neither sale, fior 



morlgage, Bor adjiidicatioo fiur debt^ but a 
noo«descript aod entangled mixture of att 
these rightd*(^bow annuaUrent has been 
accumulated upaa prinoipaU and no nook 
or coign of legal advantage left unoccupiedi 
until our interest in our hereditary properi^ 
ty seems to have melted away lil^e an iciQle 
in thaw-— all this you nnderstaod better 
than I do« I am wiUing, however, to sop- 
pose^ from the frankness of your conduct 
timarda me^ that I may in a great measure^ 
have iniataken your character, and that 
thhdga.may have appeared right and itting 
to you, a skilful and practised lawyei> whidt 
to my ignorant ooderstanding seem very 
little short of injustice and grosa opprea^ 

<« And you, my dear Maater/^ answeredi 
Sii WiUiMa» ^ yoiH permit me to say, ba«e^ 
been equally misrepresented to me. Iwast 
taught to believe yon a fierce^ imperiiwiSi 
hot-headed youth, leady, at the stigbtest 
pnmicatia»» to throw your awovd kto tb» 
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scales of justice, and to appeal to those 
rude and forcible measures from which ci- 
\dl polity has long protected the people of 
Scotland. Then, since we were mutually 
mistaken in each other, why should not the 
young noUeman be willing to listen to the 
oM lawyer, while, at least, he explains the 
points of difference betwixt them ?" 

" No, my lord,** answered Ravenswood ; 
M it is in the Estates of the nation, in the 
sopreme Court of Parliament, that we must 
parley together. The belted lords and 
knights of Scotland, her ancient peers and 
baronage, must decide, if it is their will that 
a bouse, not the least noble, of their mem- 
bers, shall be stripped of their possessions, 
the reward of the patriotism (^generations, 
ds the pawn (rf a wrefsehed mechanic be- 
comes forfeit to the usurer the instant .the 
hour.of.redraiption has passed away. If 
tjbey yield, to the grasping severity of the 
creditor,^ and to the gnawing usury that 
Mts into <oiir lamls as mo4^;i^ raiment* 
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it will be of more evil consequence to them 
and their po$terity than, to Noriiiv^n Ravetls- 
wood-^I shaU still have my swprd and my 
cloak, and can follow the profession of armi 
wherever a trumpet shall sound." . 

As he prapouqced these wor (Ut. in a firni 
yet melancholy tone, he raised his^ eyes, and 
suddenly encountered those of Lucy Ash* 
ton, who had stolen unawares on their in* 
terview, and observed her looks fastened 
on them with an expresdon q£ enthusiastic 
interest and admiration, which bad rapt bar 
for the moment beyond the fear of disco- 
very* The noble form and fine feature <tf 
Ravenswood, fired with. the pride qf birth 
and sense of interntd dignity—ttbe mellow 
and expres3ive tones o( his voice, the desc^ 
late state of his fortunes, and the indififer* 
epce with which he s^i^iped to endure and to 
dare the wo^st that might be&ll> : rendered 
him a dangerous o)>ject of contemplation 
for a maiden already- too mu^h disposed to 
)dii|rell upq|]i repi^^tions, connected wiili 
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hini« When their eyes ettcountefed Mch 
mher, botb blushed deepiyt consdoas of 
some Btcong ititenial emotion^ whI riranned 
Hagam to meet eaeh otheifs loek. 

Sir William Ashtoti had, of conrete^ dose- 
ty watched the expression of thdr dounte* 
fiances. ^ I need fear^** thought he to 
himself) ^ neither Pariiament nor protestft- 
tion { I have an eftctual mode of recoik»«. 
ling myself with thii hot-tempered yonng 
fellow, in case he shall become formidable. 
The present object is» at all events, to avoid 
committing ourselves. The hook is fixed ; 
we will not strain the line too soon-*-tt is as 
weH to reserve the privilege of slipping it 
loose, if we do not find the fish worth land*- 
ing.*^ 

In this selfiilfa land ernel calculatlott U(Hin 
the supposed attachment of Bavenswood 
to Lucy, he was so far from considering^ the 
pain he might give to the former, by llrua 
dallying with his affections, that he did not 
even think upon the rak of invcflWng bis 
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mm ^wgfater ill tJie perib of an unfor. 
tunate {passion ; as if faer - prediJectioo, 
^Mck could not escape hia s^ttentiao^ weoc 
like tlie flame of a taper, which might be 
lighted or exthiguisbed at pleasure^ But 
Provrdenoe had prepared a dreadfiil lequk 
tai for d)is k«en observer of human pasi* 
sons, who had ^ent his life in securii^ 
advantages to himself by artfolly working 
upon the passions of otbaa. 

Caleb Balderstone now came to announce 
that breakfast, was prepared $ for in those 
days of sabstantial feedings the reiiques of 
tiiie sopper amply famished ferth the morn* 
ing meal^ N^^^er did he ibrget to pee* 
sent to the Lord Keeper, with great reve* 
i^nce^ ft moniiog*4rai:%kt in a large pewter 
cup^ gafnkhed with leaves of parsley and 
sGurvy.grasSb He craved pardon, of C0iin% 
for hflivisg omitted to serm it in the great 
a^r fltamling cup as bdioved, beii^ that 
it was at present in a so^eiismith^s in Edin* 
hurgh, fiMr the ptnrpode of being ermdaid 
with gilt. 



«< In Edinburgh sure enough/ said Ra^- 
venswbod ; ^< but in what {ilace, or for 
ippKa^ purpose, I am afraid neither yoii nor 
I know.** 

• « Aweel !" said Caleb peevishly^ «' there's 
a man standing at the gate already this 
morning — that's ae thing that I ken — Does 
your honour ken whether ye will speak wi* 
him or no ?" 

^* Does he wish to speak with thei Ca^ 
leb?' 

' ^« Less will no serve him,** said Caleb ; 
^* but ye had best take a visie of him 
through the wicket before opening the 
gate-^its no every ane we suld let. into this 
castle." 

*^ What ! do you suppose him to he a 
messenger come to arrest me for debt i^ 
B^d Ravenswood. 

' ^* A messenger arrest youf honour for 
debt, and in. your Castle of Woir^ Crag !-- 
Your honour is jeasting wi' auld Caleb this 
morning." However, he whispered .in his 
ear as he followed him out, ^< I would be 
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loth to do ony decent man a prejudice in 
your honour's gude opinion; but I wad take 
twa looks of that chield before I let him 
within these walls." 

He was not ian officer of the law, however ; 
being no less a person than Captain Craigen- 
gelty with his nose as red as a comfortable 
cup of brandy could make it, his laced 
cocked*hat set a little aside upon the top 
of his black riding periwig, a sword by his 
side, and pistols at his holsters, and ^is per« 
son arrayed in a riding suit, laid over with 
tarnished lace,— the very moral of one who 
would say. Stand, to a true man. 

When the Master had recognized him, he 
ordered the gates to be opened. ** I sup- 
pose," he said, << Captain Craigengelt, there 
are no such weighty matters betwixt you 
and me, but what may be discussed in this 
place. I have company in the castle at pre- 
sent, and the terms upon which we last 
parted must excuse my asking you to make 
part of them.'' 

VOL, II. c 



\§0 TALES 09 MT LAKOUSaiO* 

Crsdgengelti although possessing tbe very 
perfection of impudence, was sooiewhat 
abashed by this unfavourable r^eption. 
<< He had no intention*^" he said, ** to force 
bimself upon the Master of Bavenswood's 
hospitality — he was in the honourable ser- 
vice of bearing a message to him from a 
friend, otherwise the Master of Ravens wood 
should not have had reason to confplifih of 

, this intrusion/' " * 

<< Let it be short, sir,'' said the Master, 
<< for that will be the best apology. Who 
is the gentleman who is so fortunate as to 
have your services as a messenger ?" ' 

«* My friend Mr Hayston of Bucklaw," 
answered Craigengelt, with conscious im- 
portance, and that confidence which the ac- 
knowledged courage of his principal inspi- 

'■ red, '< who conceives himself to have been 
treated by you with something much short 
of the respect which he had reason tto de- 
tnand, and therefore is resolved to exact 

satisfaction. I bring with me,'' said b^ 
taking a piece of paper out of .itts pocket. 
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^ the precise length of his aword t and he 
requests you will meet him, accompaiued 
by a friend, and equally armed, at any place 
within a mile of the castle, when I shall 
give attendance as umpire or second on bis 
behoof." 

, ^\ iSatisfaction--«and equal arms T repeat- 
ed Ravenswood, who, the reader will re- 
coltect, had no reason to suppose he had 
given the slightest offence to his late io- 
mate-^^ upmi my word. Captain Craigen* 
gelti either you have invented the most im- 
I»*obable falsehood that ever came inio the 
mind of such a person, or your morning- 
draught has been somewhat of the strong- 
est. What could persuade Backlaw to s»[id 
me such a message V* 

^ For that, sir,'* replied CraigengeU, f* I 
am desircid to. refer you to what, in duty 
to my friend, I am to term your inhoipi« 
taUty in excluding him from your faous^ 
without reasons assigned.'' 

<< It is impos8ible>'' replied the Master ; 
<< he cannot be such a foci as to interpret 
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actual necessity as an insult. Nor do I 
believe, that, kno^^ing my opinion of you, 
captain, he would have employed the ser- 
vices of so slight and inconsiderable a per- 
son as yourself upon such an errand, as I 
certainly could expect no man of honour 
to act with you in the office of umpire." 

« I slight and inconsiderable !" said 
Craigengelt, raising his voice, and laying 
his hand on his cutlass ; *< if it were not* 
that the quarrel of my friend craves the 
precedence^ and is in dependence before 
my own, I would give you to under- 
stand"- — i. 

<< I can understand nothing upon your 
explanation, Captain Craigengelt. Be satis- 
fied of that, and oblige me with your de- 
parture." 

" D — — n 1" muttered the bully ; «« and 
is this the answer which I am to carry back 
to an honourable message ?" 

" Tell the Laird of Bucklaw," answered 
Ravenswood, ** if you are really sent by 
him, that when he sends me his cause of 



/ ' 
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grievance by a person fitting to carry such 
an errand betwixt him and me, I will ei- 
ther explain it or maintain it.'' 

** Then, Master, you will at least cause 
to be returned to Hayston, by my hands, 
his property which is remaining in your 
possession." 

"Whatever property Bucklaw may have 
left behind him, sir," replied the Master, 
<< shall be returned to him by my servant, 
as you do not shew me any credentials 
from him which entitle you to receive it" 

« Well, Master," said Captain Craigen*, 
gelt, with malice which even his fear of the 
consequences could not suppress ; << yoa 
have this morning done me an egregious 
wrong and dishonour, but far more to 
yourself* A castle indeed l^ he continued, 
looking around him ; /^ why this is ivor$e 
than a coupe-gorge house, where they re-v 
ceive travellers to plunder them of their 
property." 

f * You insolent rascal," said the Master, 
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raising his cane, and making a grasp at the 
eaptain's bridle, " if you do not depart 
without uttering another Vjrliable, I will 
batoon you to death." 

At the motion of the Master towards 
him, the bully turned so sharply roundi 
that wifth some difficulty he escaped throw- 
ing down his horse, whose hoofs struck 
fire from the rocky pavement in every di- 
rection. Recovering him, however, with 
the bridle, he pushed for the gate, and 
rode sharply back again in the direction of 
the village. 

As Ravenswood turned round to leave 
(Ire couft-yard after this dialogue, he found 
iSkit the Lc^d Keeper had descended from 
the hall, and witnessed, though at the dis^ 
t^nee pi^escribed by politeness, his inter- 
view with Craigengell. 

«* I have seen," said the Lord Keeper, 
^ that gentleman's face, and at no great 
distance of time--*his name is Craig-*- 
Craig— something, is it not ?" 

*^ Craigengelt is the fellow's name," said 
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the Master^ <^ at least that by which he 
passes at present." 

^< Craig-in-gnilt," said Caleb, punning 
upon the word craig, which in Scojtch sig- 
nifies throat i ** if he is Crmg*in*guilt just 
now, he is as likely to be Craig.in-peril as 
ony chield I ever saw— the loon has woodie 
written on his very visnomy, and I wad 
wager twa and a plack that hemp plaits 
his cravat yet." 

^' You understand physiognomy, good 
Mr Caleb," said the Keeperi smiling ; *^ I 
assure you the gentleman has been near 
such, a consummation before now — for I 
most distinctly recollect, that, upon occa- 
sion of a journey which I made about a 
fortnight ago to Edinburgh, 1 saw Mr 
Craigengelt, or whatever is his name, un- 
dergo a severe examination before the 
Privy Council." 

*• Upon what account 1?" said the Master 
of Rdvenswood, with some interest* 

The question led immediately to a taU 
which the Lord Keeper had been very 
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anxious to introduce^ when he could find 
a graceful and fitting opportunity. He 
took hold of the Master's artn^ and led him 
back towards the hall. ^ The answer ta 
your question^" he said, ** though it is a 
ridiculous business, is only fit for your own 
ear.** 

As they entered the hall^ he again took 
the Master apart into one of the recesses 
of the window, where it will be easily be- 
lieved that Miss Ashton did not venture 
again to intrude upon their conference. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Here is a father iiow> 



Will traxk his daughter for a fore^ vcDtur^ 

Make her the slop-gap to some cankered feud^ , 

Or fling her o'er, like Jonah, to the fishes^ 

To appease the sea athighest. 

Awmymtms* 

The Lord Keeper opened his communi- 
cation with an appearance of unconcern^ 
marking, however, veiy carefully, the effect 
of his communication upon young Ravens- 
wood. 

** You are aware,*" he said, " my young 
£riend, that suspicion is the natural vice of 
our unsettled times, and exposes the best 
and wisest of us to the imposition of art- 
ful rascals. If I had been disposed to lisr 
ten to such the other day, or even if I bad 

c 2 
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been the wily poKtician which you have 
been taught to believe ine» you, Master of 
Ravenswoody instead of being at freedom, 
and with full liberty to solicit and act 
against me as you please, in defence of 
what you suppose to be. your rit^hts, would 
have been in the Castle of Edinburgh, or 
some other state prison ; or, if you had es^^ 
caped that destiny, it must have been by* 
flight to a foreign country, and at the risk 
of a sentence of fugitation." 

" My Lord Keeper,*' said the Master, 
<< I think you would not jest on such a sub- 
ject — yet it seems impossible you can be in 
earnest." 

" Innocence,'' said the Lord Keeper, **i« 
also confident, and sometimes, though very 
excusably, presumptuously so." 

^* I do not understand," said Ravens^ 
wood, ^ how a consciousness of innocence 
can be, in any case, accounted presumptu- 



ous." 



<< Imprudent, at least, it may be called/ 
said Sir William Ashton, << since it is apt 
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to lead U6 into the mistake of suppoiung 
that sufficiently evident to others, of whicb^ 
in fact, we are only conscious ourselves. I 
have known a rogue» fo^ this very reason, 
make a better defence than an innocent man 
could have done in the same circumstances 
of suspicion. Having no consciousness of 
innocence to support him, such a felknr 
appliejs himself to all the advantages which 
the law 5^111 afford him, and sometimes (if 
his counsel be men of talent,) succeeds in 
compelling his jq4ges to receive him as in^ 
nocent I remember the celebrated case 
of Sir Coolie Condi^dle of Condiddle, who 
was tried for theft under trust, of which all 
the world knew him guilty, and yet was 
not only acquitted, but lived to ait in judg* 
ment on honester folks." 

"Allow me to beg you will return to 
the point," said the Master ; ** you seemed 

« 

to say that I bad suffered under some sus- 
picion." 

«« Suspicion, Master ? — ay, truly — and I 
can shew you. the proofs of it ; if I happen 

11 
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CNKily to have thepi widi nie.~-Hete» Lock- 
hard''— His attendant came— ^ Fetch me 
the Ihtle private mail with the padlocks^ 
that I recommended to your particular 
charge-«*d'ye hear 7* 

" Yes, my lord.** Lockhaxd vanished j 
and the Keeper continued as if half speak* 
ing to himael£ 

<< I think the papers are with me — I 
think 80, fin: as I was ta be in this conntry, 
it was neural for me 'to bring them witfar 
me. I have them, however, at Ravens^ 
wood C»stle, that I am sure of-— so perhaps 
you might condescend'' 

Here Lockhard entered, and put the 
leathern scrutoire, or mail-box, into his 
bandsk The Keeper produced one or two 
papers, respecting the information laid be« 
fore the Privy Gouneil, concerning the 
riot, as it was termed, at the funeral of 
AUan Lord Ravenswood, and the active 
share he had himself taken in quashing- 
the proceedings against the Master. These 
documents had been selected with care, sa 
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as to irritate the natural cariosity of Ra* 
venswood upon sueh a subject^ without gra- 
tifying it, yet to shew that Sir William 
Ashton had acted upon that trying occa* 
sion the part of an advocate and peace- 
maker betwixt him and the jealous authcv 
rities (^tbe day. Having furtiiiriied his host 
with such subjects for examinatioDi the 
Lrord Keeper went to the brealcftst-tabie, 
and entered into light conversation, ad- 
dressed partly to old Caleb, whose resent* 
sdent against the usurper of the Castle of 
Ravenswood began to be softened by his 
familiarity, and partly to his daughter. 

After perusing these papers, the Master 
of Ravenswood remained for a minute or 
two with his hand pressed against his brow, 
in deep and profound meditation. He. 
then again ran his eye hastily over the pa- 
pers, as if desirous of discovering in thetn 
some deep purpose, or some mark of fahri* 
cation, which had. escaped him at first pe* 
rusat. Apparently the second reading con- 
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firmed the opiBion wbtch had pressed ypoQ 
him at the firsts for be started fr<H» the 
stooe bench on which be was sittiag, and, 
going to the Lord Ke€{)er, took.bip> ha&di 
and, strongly pressing it, asked bis pardon 
repeatedly for the injustice be jiad done 
him, when it appeared he was experiencing, 
at his bandSt the benefit of protection to 
, his person, and vindication to hi^ cha^ 
racten 

The statesman received these aekndw^^ 
ledgmedts at first with well-feigned sur-' 
prise, and then with an a&ctation of frank 
cordiality. The tear« bc^an already to 
start from Lucy's blue eyes at viewing this 
unexpected and moving soene. To see 
the Master, late so haughty and reserved, 
and whom she had always supposed tb^ in* 
jured person, supplicating her father for 
forgiveness, was a change at once surpri* 
sing, flattering, and afiect,ing. 

«• Dry your eyes; Lucy,^ said her father j 
" why should you weep, because youi* fa- 
ther, though a'lawycr, is discovered to be 
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a fair and honourable man i — What have 
you to thank me for^ my dear Master," he 
continued, addressing Ravenawood, '* that 
you would not have 4one in my cMe? 
* Suum cuiqve tribuHo^ was the Roman jus* 
tice, and I learned it when I studied Justi* 
nian. Besides, have you not overpaid me 
a thousand times in saving the life of this 
dear child ?' 

«• Yes," answered the Master, in all the 
remorse of self-accusation ; ^< but the little 
service / did was an act of mere brutel in* 
stinct ; your defence of my cause, when yoa 
knew how ill I thought of you, and how 
much I was disposed to be your enbmy$ 
was an act of generous, manly, and con»-t 
derate wisdom*"- 

^* Pshaw 1" said the Lord Keeper, '^ each 
of us acted in his own way; you as a gallant 
soldier, I as an upright judge and privy« 
couocillor. We could not, perhaps, have 
changed parts -^ at least I should have 
made a very sorry , Tauruior, and you, my 
good Master, though your cause is so ex<* 
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cellenti might have pleaded it perhaps 
worse yourself, than I who acted for you 
before the council." 

^ My generous friend!" said Ravens wood ; 
and with thatbrief word, which the Keeper 
had often lavished on him, but wliich he 
himself now pronounced for the first time, 
he gave to his feudal enemy the full confi* 
dence of an haughty but honourable heart. 
He had been remarked among his contem- 
poraries for sense and acuteness, as well as 
for his reserved, pertinacious, and irascible 
character. His prepossessions accordingly, 
however obstinate, were of a nature to give 
way before love and gratitude ; and the real 
charms of the daughter, joined to .the sup- 
posed services of the father, cancelled in bis 
memory the vows of vengeance which he bad 
taken so deeply on the eve of his father's 
funeral. But they had been heard and re* 
gistered in the book of fate. 

Caleb was present at this extraordinary 
scene, and he could conceive no other rea- 
son for a proceeding so extraordinary than 



an alliance betwixt the houses, and Ravens* 
wood Castle assigned for the young lady's 
dowry. As for Lucy, when Ravenswoftd 
uttered the most passionate excuses for his 
ludgrateful negligence, she could but smile 
through her tears, and, as she abandoned 
her hand to him, assure him, in broken ac- 
cents, of the delight with which she beheld 
the complete reconciliation between her fa- 
ther and her deliverer. Even the states- 
man was moved and affected by the fiery, 
unreserved, and generous self-abandonment 
with wKich the Master of Ravenswood re- 
nounced his feudal enmity, and threw him« 
self without hesitation upon his forgiveness* 
His eyes glistened as he looked upon a cou- 
ple who were obviously becoming attached, 
and who seemed made for each other. He 
thought how high the proud and chivalrous 
character of Ravenswood might rise under 
many.circumstances,in which he found him* 
sdf <' OYej;*rcrowed|" to usea phrase of Spen* 
cer, and ']sept under, by his brief pedigree* 
and timiditiy of disposition* Then his 
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daughter— hift &voiffite cbild-^hts coo- 
ttant play- mate— «eeined fwmed Ho live 
bajipy in a union with such a command* 
kig spirit as Ravenswood; and even the 
fine, delicate^ fragile form of liUcy Ashtoft 
seemed to require the support of the Mas- 
ter's muscular strength and masculine cha* 
racter. And it was not merely during a 
few minutes that Sir William Ashton look- 
ed upon their marriage as a probaUe and 
even desirable event, fo«^ a fnll hour inter- 
v^ied ere his imagination was crasse*d by 
recollection of the Master's poverty, and 
the certain displearare oF Lady Ashtofi« 
It is certain, that the very unusual How of 
kindly feeling with which the Lonl Keeper 
bad be^n thus surprised, was one of the 
circumstaooes which gave much tacit en- 
cooragemeat to the attachment between 
the Master and his daughter, and led both 
the lovers distinctly to beheve that it was 
a connection which would be most agree- 
able to him. He himself was supposed to 
have admitted this eftect, when, loos: after 
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the catastrophe of their love, he used t^ 
warn his hearers against permitting their 
feelings to obtain an ascendancy over their 
judgment, and affirm that the greatest mis- 
fortune of hiB life was owing to a very tern* 
porary predominance of kensibility ovcrr 
sel^inlerest. It mast be ownedi if such was 
the case, he was long and severely punish- 
ed for an offence of very brief duration. 

After some pause, the Lord Keeper tt^ 
sumed the conv^sation.~.«< In your sur« 
prise at finding me aii bonester man than 
you expected, you have lost your curiosity 
about this Craigengett, my good Master ; 
and yet your name ^as brought m in the 
course of that matter too." 

•• The scoundrel !" said Ravenswood j 
•• my connection with him was of the most 
temporary nature possible ; and yet I was 
very foolish to hold any communication 
with him at all. — What did he say of me ?* 
" Enough," said the Keeper, «* to excite 
the very loyat terrors of some of our sages, 
-who are for proceeding against men on 
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the mere grounds of suspicion or mercena- 
ry information — Some nonsense about your 
proposing to enter into the service oF 
France, or of the Pretender, I don't recol- 
lect which, but which the Marquis of A ^ 
one of your best friends, and another per- 
son, one of your worst and most interested 
enemies, could not, some how, be brought 
to listen to." 

*< I am obliged to my honourable friend — 
and yet" — shaking the Lord Keeper's hand 
— '* and yet I am still more obliged to my 
honourable enemy." 

** Inimicus amidssimus/' said the Lord 
Keeper, returning the pressure.; <* but this 
gentleman — this Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw 
— I am afraid the poor young man — I heard 
the fellow mention his name-— is under very 
bad guidance." 

^^ He is old enough to govern himself^^ 
answered the Master. 

^^ Old enough, perhapSi but scarce wise 

enough, if he has chosen this fellow for his 

jfidus Achates. Why, he lodged an ipformar 
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tion against him — that is, such a conse- 
quence might have ensued from his ei(a- 
mination, had we not looked rather at the 
character of the witness than the tenor of 
his evidence." 

" Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw," said the 
Mastel*, *^ is, I believe/ a most honourable 
man, and capable of nothing that is mean 
or disgraceful." 

*< Capable of much that is unreasonable 
though, that you must needs allow, Mas* 
ter. Death will soon put him in possession 
of a fair estate, if he hath it not already ; 
old Lady Girnington — an excellent per- 
son, excepting that her inveterate ill-na- 
ture rendered her intolerable to the whole 
^orld— is probably dead by this time. Six 
heirs portioners have successively died to 
make her wealthy. I know the estates well ; 
they march with my own — a noble pro- 
perty." 

*^ I am glad of it," said Ravenswood^ 
<< and should be more so, were I confident 
that Bucklaw would change his company 
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and habits with his fortunes. This appear- 
ance of Craigeogelt, acting in the capacity 
of his friend, is a most vile augury for his 
future respectability.** 

^* He is a bird of evil omen, to be sure,** 
said the Keener, <* and croaks of jail and 
gallows-tree* — Bnt I see Mr Caleb grows 
impatient for our return to breakfast.'' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ifir^ stay at home and take an old man's eoontO; 
Seek not to bask joa by a strangei^s hearth ; 
Our own blue smoke is wanner than their fire. 
Domestic iSx)d is wholesome^ though 'tis hon^ely. 
And foreign dainties poisonous^ though tasteful. 

The French Couriemiu 

The Master of Ravenswood took ah op- 
portunity to leave his guests to prepare for 
their departure, while he himself made the 
l^rief . arrangements necessary previous to 
his absence from Wolf's Crag fen: a day or 
two. , It was necessary to communicate 
with Caleb on this occasion^ and he found 
that faithful servitor in his scioty and ruin* 
ous den, greatly delighted with the depar- 
ture of their visitcHrs, and computing how 
long) with good managements the provi- 
4Hons which had been unexpended might 
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furnish forth the Master's table. ^ He's 
nae belly* god, that's ae blessing \ and 
Bucklaw's gane, that could have eaten a 
horse behind the saddle. Cresses or water- 
purpie, and a bit oat cake, can serve the 
Master for breakfast as weel as Caleb. Than 
for dinner — there's no muckle left on the 
spule-bane j it will brander though.;->it will 
brander very weel." 

His triumphant calculations were inter- 
rupted by the Master, who communicated 
to him, not without some hesitation, his 
purpose to ride with the Lord Keeper as 
far as Ravenswood Castle, and to remain 
there for a day or two." 

« The mercy of Heaven fwbid !* said 
the old serving-man, turning as pate as the 
table-cloth which he was folding up.- 

« And why, Caleb?" said his master, 
« why should the merqr of Heaven forbid 
my returning the Lord Keeper's visit ?" 

« Oh, sir !" replied Caleb—** O Mr Ed- 
gar ! I am your servant, and it ill becomes 
tne to speak-^but I am an auld servant— 



/.". 
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liave served haitb your father and good- 
isire» and mind. to have seen Lord Randal^ 
your great-grandfather~-but that was when 
Swasabairn.^ 

*^ And what of all this, Balderstone ?" 
anftwered the Master $ •< what can it pps^^ 
sibly have to do with my paying some or« 
dinary civility to a neighbour ?*• 

" O Mr Edgar,— that, is, my lord i**— 
mswered the Butler, << your ain consci^ 
^ce tefls you it isna for your father's son 
to ;be neighbouring wi' the like o' him — it 
isna for the credit of the family. An he 
were ance come to terms, and to gi'e ye 
l^ack your ain, e^en though you suld ho- 
f^uf Iris house wi'. your alliance, I suldna 
say na<«^for the young leddy is a winsome 
sweet creature — But keep your ain state 
wi' thepQ'— I ken the race o' them weel** 
they will think the mair o' ye.^' 

«« Why, now, you go farther than I do, 
Caleb," said the Master, drowning a certain 
degree of consciousness in a forced laugh {^ 
<< you are for marrying me int9 % %mHj 

VOL. II. B 
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t\iat you will not allow me to visit— ^how^s 
this? — and you look as pa>e as death *iaie- 
sides.** . ' ^ 

« O, sir," repeated Caleb again^ ** yoa 
would but laugh if I tauld it ; but Thomas 
the Rhymer, whose tongue ^ouldna 6e 
fause, spoke the word of your house, th^t 
will e'en prove ower true if you go to Ra- 
venswood this day — O that it should e'er 
• have been fulfilled in my time !** 

" And* what is it, Galeb ?" said iUevete- 
wood, wishing to sooth the fears of hifridd 
servant* i\ 

Caleb replied, " he bad never repeated 
the lines to Hving mortal — ^they were toM 
to him t>y an auld priest that bad been 
confessor to Lord Allan's father when the 
family were catholic* <>|lut mony a timtr* 
he said, *< I hae soughed thae dark words 
ower to mysell, and, weli-a-day 1 little xiid 
I think of their coming round this day/* 

<• Truce with your nonsense, and let me 
hear Su? doggrel which has put it into your 
head/' said the Master impatiently. 

10 
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With a quivering voice^ and a cheek pale 
with apprehension, Caleb faultered out the 
following lines :-^ 

. ''^eotbelastLakdaf RaTeoswoodtoRaTenswood 
ahallridej. 
And wooe a dead maiden to be his bdde^ 
fie shall stable his steed in the Kelpie's flow. 
And his name shall be lost for evermoeT* 

^ *• I know the Kelpie's flow well enough ; - 
'" I siippose, at least, you mean the quick- 
sand betwixt this tower and WolPs-hope ; 
but why any man in his senses should stable 

' ia Bteed thcr^*' 

' *♦ O, never specr ony thing about that, 
6ir--X^d forbid we should ken what the 
'prophecy means-— but just bide you at 
liamei and let Uie strangers ride to Ra- 
V^tiswcod by themselves. We have doiie 
aneugh for them ; and to do mair, would 
be mair against the credit of the family 
^han in its favour." 

: «* Well> Caleb,*' said the Master, « I give 
you the best possible &edit for your good 
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lulvice on this occiksion ; but as I do ilot 
^o to Eavenswood to seek a bridet dead or 
alive, I hope I shall chuse a better stable 
for my horse than the Kelpie's quick- Sand, 
and especially as I have always had a par- 
ticular dread of it since the p^trole of dral 
goons were lost there ten years since* My 
father and I saw them from the tower 
struggling against the advancing tide, and 
they were lost long before aoy heljf could 
reach them." 

« 

«* And th^y deserved it weel, the south- 
em loons,'' said Caleb ; <* what had they 
ado capering on our sands, apd hindering 
a wheen hpnest folk frae bringing on shore 
a drap brandy ? I hae seen them that busy, 
that I wad hae fired the auld culverin, or 
the demisaker that's on the south bartizan 
at them, only I was feared they might burst 
in the ganging off," 

Caleb's brain was npw fully engaged 
with abuse of the English soldiery and ex<- 
cisemen, so tbAt his itnaster found no great 
difficulty in escaping from him and rejoiii- 
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iag fals guests. All was now ready for their 
departure ; and one of the Lord Keeper's 
grooms having saddled the Master's steed, 
they mounted in the court-yard* 

Caleb had, with much t<nl, opened the 
double doors of the outward gate, and 
thereat stationed himself, endeavouriug» 
by the reverential, and, at the same time, 
consequential air which he assumed, to 
ai^>ply, by his own gaunt, wasted, and 
thin person, the absence of a whole baro* 
oial establishment of porters, warders, and 
liveried mentals* 

The' Keeper, returned his deep reverence 
with a cordial farewell, stooping at the 
same time from h» horse, and sliding into 
tiie Butler^s hand the remuneration, which 
in those days was always given by a de« 
parting guest to the domestics of the fa- 
mily where he had been etitertained. Lucy 
smiled on the old man with her usual sweet- 
ness, bade bim adieu, and deposited her 
guerdon with a grace of action, and a 
gentleness of accent, which could not have 
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failed to have won the fiatlifixl ntriaer'tf 
heart, but for Thomas the Rhymer^ and- 
the successful law-^suit againsi hts^ masters. 
As it was, he might have adapted the Ian** 
guage of the I>uke> in Ai ymi. like k 



^' Thou wouldst have better pleased me with this deed^, 
If thou hadst told me of another father/ 



Ravenswoodi wa8> at the bdy's 
rein, encooraging hef timidity, and guidii^ 
her horse carefully down the rocky path? 
which led to the moor, wbeo^ one of tfacr 
servants announced from the rev tkat Ca- 
leb was ciUling l6udly afibec them, dest* 
ring to speak with his master. Ravc»s«! 
wood felt it would look sio^giilar to neglMtr* 
tJiis summonsi although inwardly cursings 
Caleb for his impertinent officiousness }.; 
therefbre he was compiled to relinquiah^ 
to* Mr . Lockhard the- agceeable duty inj 
which he was engaged, and to- ride back tOt 
the gate of the court^yard. Here be wms^ 
beginning, Qomewhat peevishly, to ask Ca«^ 
leb the cause of hi& clamour, when the goodt 
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eid tnftd €xdatined, ^* Whisht, sir ! whtsbi;, 
aipd le^ me speak ^st ae word that I could* 
im* say afofe folk-~there'*-*(putting intq 
his loid^s hand the money he had just 
received)—** there's three gowd pieces — 
and yell want siller up-bye yonder— but 
stay, whisht now !" — for the Master was 
beginning to exclaim against this transfer- 
ence — ^* never say a word, but just see to 
get them changed in the first town ye ride 
through, for they ace bran new frae the 
imtity israd kenspeckle a« wee bit*** 

^^ You forget, Caleb," said his master, 
atri'i^idg to force back the money on his 
serfiint, ^ and extricate the bridle from his 
hcAA-*^^^ You forg^ that I have some gold 
fiieeeJi left of my own. Keep these to your- 
self) ttiy old ffiend } and, once more, good, 
^l^io yo^, I; assure you 1 have plenty* 
You ktiow you have managed that our living 
siiMSd cost us little or nothing."* 

•• Awcel/* said Caleb, •* these will serve 
for you another time} but see ye.hae 
aneugb, for, doubtless, for the credit of 
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the family, there maun be some civility to 
the servants, and ye maun hae sometbmg 
^o mak a show with when they say. Mas- 
ter, will you bet a broad piece ? Then yft 
maun tak out your purse, and say, I carena 
if I do ; and tak care no to agree on the 
articles of the wager, and just put up your 
purse again, and" 

** This is intolerable, Caleb— I really 
must be gone.** 

" And you will go, then ?^ said Calebs 
loosening his hold upon the Master's cloak, 
and changing his didactics into a pathetic 
and mournful tone-^*^ And you will go, 
for a' I have told you about the propheef, 
and the dead bride, and the Kelpie's quick- 
^and ?-<-Aweel ! a wilful man maun hae his 
"way^^he that will to Cupar maun to Cupar* 
•But pity of your life, sir, if ye be fowling 
or- shooting in the Park — beware of drink- 
ing at the Mermaiden's well— --^^He's gane 1 
he's down the path, airow- flight after her! — 
The head is as clean ta'en aff the R^vaaau 
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wood family this day, as I wad chap the 
head afF a sybo !*' 

The old Butler looked long after his 
masteri often clearing away the dew as it 
rose to his eyes, that he might, as long as 
possible, distinguish his stately form from 
those of the other horsemen. <* Close to 
her bridle*rein*-^y, close to her bridle- 
rein !-»>Wisely saith the holy man, * By 
this also you may know that woman hath 
dominion over all men ;'-H»and without this 
lass would not oiir ruin have been altoge* 
ther fulfilled.'* 

With an heart fraught with' such sad au<« 
guries did Caleb return to his necessary 
duties at Wolf's Crag, so soon as he could 
no longer distinguish the object of his 
fttndety among the groupe of riders, which 
diminished in the distance. 

In the mean time the pa^ty pursued their 
route joyfullyi Having once taken his'-re- 
solution, the Master of Ravenswood was 
not of a charaqter to hesitate or pause upon 

D 2 
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it He abandoned hknself to the pleasure 
he felt In Miss Ashton's company, and dis* 
played: an assiduous gaUantry, wkieh ap- 
proached as neaiiy to gaiety as the temper 
of his mind and state of his family permit- 
ted^ The Lord Keeper was much struck 
with his depth, of observation, and the un- 
usual improvement which he had' derived 
firom his. studies. Of these accomplish* 
ments Sir Wiliiam Ashton's profession and 
habits of society rendered him an excellent 
judge ;. and he well knew how to appreciate 
a quality to which he himself was a totai 
stranger, the brief and decided dauntless- 
ness of the Master of Bavenswood's disposi* 
tion^who seemed equally a stranger to doubt 
md to fean In* bis heart the Lord Keeper 
jejbiced at having conciliated an adversary 
so formidable, whife, with a- mixture of 
pleasure and ansiety, he anticipated the 
great things his young companion might 
achieve^ were the breath of court-favour ta 
fill his sails.^ 



THE BlIBE OF hAUMMaUQOR. 83 

<<'What could she desire»" he thought, 
hh mind always coi\juridg up opposition 
io the person of Lady Ashton to his now 
prei^aiiiiig wish— ^^^ What could a woman 
desire: in amatcbr more than the sopiting 
o£ a very dangerous cl^im, and the alliance 
<^ a son4n«l^w, noble^ brave, well-gifbed, 
and.highlyi-connected — sure to float when- 
ever the tide sets his way — strong, exactly 
where we arte weak, in pedigree and in the 
temper of a swordsman ?— Sure no reason- 
able wcNuan would hesitate— But, alas !"—. 
Hercthis argument was stopped by the eon- 
.^eiouwess that Lady Ashton was not al- 
ways reasonable, in his sense of the woid. 
«< To prefer some clownish Merse laird to 
tbe. gallaiit young nobleman, and to tl)e 
secure pqi»session of Eavenswood upon 
terms of easy compromise— it would be 
the act of a madwoman !" 

Thus pondered the veteran poUticiaB^ 
untU. they reached. Bittlebrains Houses 
where it had been previotji4ly settled tb^ 
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Vfere to dine and repose theniselves» and 
prosecute their journey in the afternoon* 

They were received with an excess of 

hospitality ; and the most marked attrition 

was <^red to the Master of Rayehsiwoodr 

m particular, by their noble entertainein. 

The truth was» that Lord &iltleb»ios had 

obtained his peerage by a good deal af 

plausibility, an art of building up a charao- 

' ter for wisdom upon a very %rite style of 

eommon*pIace eloquence, a steady obser^ 

*valion of the changes of the times^ m&. 

tber power of rend^ing certain political 

services to those who could best reward 

-ihem. His lady and he not feeling qilite 

^easy under their new honours, to wbiciv 

lise had not adapted their feelings, wert 

very desirous to procure the fratomal^ 

countenance of those who were bom de* 

nizens of the regions into which they had 

been exalted from a lower sphere. The 

extreme attentions which they paid to the 

Master of Ravenswood,,had its usual eflfec^ 
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in exalting his importance in the eyes of 
the Lord Keeper, who, although he had 
a reasonable degree of contempt for Lord 
Htttebrains' general parts, entertained a 
hi*<ith opinion of tbe acuteness of his judg- 
ment in matters of self-int^est. 

*< I wish Lady Ashton had seen this,*^ 
was his internal reflection ; <*^ no man 
knows so well as Bittlebrains on which 
si^e his bread is buttered ; and he fawn» 
oji the Master like a beggar's messan on a 
codk. And my lady, too, bringing forward 
her beetle-browed misses to skirl and play 
upon *&e virginals, as if she said, pick and 
chiise^ They are no more comparable txy 
Lucy than an owl is to a cygnet, and so 
they may carry their black brows to^ a 
&rther market.'' 

Hie entertainment being ended, our tra» 
vellers, who had stilt to measure the long- 
est part of their journey, resumed their 
horses ; i(hd after the Lord Keeper, the 
Master, and the domestics, had drunk doc^ 
andarroch^ or the stirrup-cup, in the li- 

2 
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quQfs adapted to their various Faaks, th# 
cavalcade resumed its progress* 

It was dark by the time they entered 
the avenue of Raveaswood ^stle^ a long 
straight line leading directly to the froat 
of the house, flanked with huge elm*tceefl^ 
which sighed to the night^wind, as if tbey 
compassionated the heir of their ancient- 
proprietors,; wba now returned- to 1li«ir 
riiades m the society, and almost in the rtU 
tinue, of their new master. Some feeli£i£p 
of the same kind oppressed the mind of 
die Master himself* He gradually becaqgie 
silent, and dropped a little behind th^ 
lady, at whose bridle-rein he had hithtft^. 
waited with such devotioo* He well .re* 
collected the period, when, at the same 
hour in the evening, he had accompaniied 
his father^ as that nobleman left, never ag^n > 
to return to it, the mansion from whicb 
he derived his name and title. The cx-^ 
tensive front of the old castle, «n whi^ 
he remembered having often looked back^ 
was then *[ as black as mourning weecUV 
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Tke same front now glanced with many 
lightSy some throwing far forward into the 
night a fixed and stationary blaze^ and 
others hurrying from one window to ana* 
ti^tj intimating the bustle and busy pr^ 
patation^ preceding theifT arrival^ which. had 
j^een intimated by an a^ant-courier.. The 
emitrast pFessed so strongly upon the Mas* 
ter's heart, as ta awaken some of the sterner 
feelings with which^ he had been accus- 
tms^d to regard the new lord of his pater- 
nal domain, and to impress his counte- 
nance with an air of severe gravity^ when^ 
alighted from bis horse^ he stood in the 
hall no longei^ his^ owui: surrounded by the 
numerous menials c^ its present owner. 

The Lord Keeper, when about to wek 
eome him with the cordiality which their 
late intercourse seemed to render proper, 
became aware of the change* refrained 
from his purpose, and only intimated the 
eeremony of recepficm by a deep^reverence 
to his gue&i^ s.6emMig thus delicately to 
share the feelings which predominated oat 
his bro w.^ 
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Two Upper domestics, bearing eadbi a 
huge pair of silver candlesticks^ now mar- 
shalled the company into a large saloon 
or with-drawing room, where new altera* 
tions impressed upon Ravenswood the sa^ 
perior wealth of the present iahabitaiiti 
of the castle. The mouldering tapestry, 
which, in his father's time, had half co* 
vered the walls of this stately apartment, 
and half streamed from them in tatters; 
had given place to a complete finislttng 
of wainscot, the cornice of which, as weU 
as the frames of the various compart- 
ments, were ornamented with festoons c^ 
flowers and with birds, which, though car<> 
ved in oak, seemed^ such was the art of 
the chisel, actually to swell their throats, 
and flutter their wings. Several <^d flinii. 
ly portraits of armed heroes of the howe 
of RavenMfood, togetl^er with a suit or 
two of old armour, and some military wea- 
pons, hadn given place to those of King 
William and Queen if ary, of Sir Thonaas 
I Hope and Lord Stair, two distinguished 
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Scottish lawyers. The pictures of tiie 
Xford Keeper's fatlier and mother were also 
to be seen ; the latter^ sour, shrewish, and 
soletdn, in her black hood and close pin* 
ners, with a book of devotion in her hand ; 
the former, exhibitng beneath a black ^k 
Geneva cowl, or scuH^cap, which sate as 
dose to the head as if it had been shaven^ 
a pinched, peevish, puritanical set of fea* 
tures, terminating in a hungry, reddish^ 
peaked beard, ibrmtng on the whcAe a 
countenance, in the espresskm (tf which 
the hypocrite seemed to contend willi the 
miser and the knave. And it is to make 
room fbr si!ich as these, thought Ravens* 
wood, that my ancestors have been ton 
from the walls which they erected^ He lock* 
ed at them again, and, as he looked, the rem 
collection of Lucy Ashtcm (tor she had not 
entered ikte apartmei^ with them) seemed 
less lively in his imaginatson. There were 
also two or ihreAi Dutch df oileries, as the 
pi^ures of Ostade and Temevs were then 
termedr with one goodpaintmg of theltaliui 
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school. Hiere was,, besides, a^ iiolte fbft 
Imgth of the Lord Keeper in hia^fobes of 
ofltee, pkoed beside hisladji^iii silk ftod «r^ 
minej^d haughty beaoty, bMritig in bet^looks 
all the pride of the House of DooglaSj ibom 
wMA she was descended. The painter; 
notwithstanding his skiliy overcome by the 
reality, or^. periiaps^; from a stippresseA 
sense of humonfi had no* beei^^^Me to 
give the husband en^lhe ean v ass that idk 
of atv^iUl rule and light siiprtmaoy , which 
indicates the full possession of doni^tie 
aotiiomtf^ It. was* obvious, at ^e Araft 
glanee, that^ despite mace and g(dd ftogs^ 
the I^rd Keeper was somewhat ln^ii-ped&i 
ed. The floor o£ this fine sahMm was )atd 
with rich carpets, hi:^e fices bla^id in- the- 
doul^de chimnies^ and ten silrer sconces n* 
flootififg, with their bright plates^ the liglrts 
wluchi they supported^ madf the whirie 
serai as brilliant as day^ 

** Would you> chose any rt&eAmenU 
Master P' said Sir WiUiam . Ashton^ sot* 
unwilling to break the awkward silence. 






lifo 'Tecttved no antwer, the Master be« 
m^ m busily engaged ki nmrfeing llie.vari^* 
0ym cbanges whidi^ baiL taken piaca in .the 
apirtroantt that he iiardly heard the Lord 
Ka^eis address hinu A repetition of the 
o^fer :<^ refresh aient». with fcbe addititHit 
that the fwmly meal woidtd be presently 
t49^^ oompeUed his attention^ and • re- 
minded hkn^ that he acted a weafa, per« 
bi^ieven a ridicBloDs part, ia .suflEbriog 
htmselC ta be overcome by iho: circimi* 
staoi^s^' io; whicli he found: htmseld . He 
competed hjsnself» l:lier^)iie, to entetinto 
c^9^retts4iii^n wtlh Sir WiUiam Ashton, with 
M^!Bfl^pb'appearaace^ of indifiecence as^ he 
eiKild wielliCommaiid«^ . 

^^ Ybu-witl not be snrpri3ed;.Sir Wiiiiatti» 
tfaa<r iiratn interested- in;.tiie conges you^ 
hay&i»aile£^ the better in this apaiitment, 
Iji my father's tiflie, after our> nmfortanea 
compelled him to live in retirement^ .k was 
li^teiiiised, : except by me as a play*room, 
whsn Uie weather. wx>uld:not permit me to 



go abn)ad« In that recess was my little 
work-shop, where I treasured~^ ihe few car- 
penter's tools which old Caleb procured 
for me, and taught me fao^ to U3e~*tber^ 
in yonder corner, under that handsome 
silver sconce, I kept my fishing-rods, and 
hunting poles, bows, s^nd arrows*'' 

** I have a young birkie," said the Ijord 
Keeper, willing to change the tone of thf 
conversation, << of much the same turn*- 
He is never happy, save when he ia in 
the field-*-*I wonder he is not here^-^Here, 
Lockhard — send W&ltiam Shaw finr Mi 
Henry*-I suppose he is, as usual, tied to 
Lucy's apron-string-^that foolish giilt Mas- 
ter, draws the whole family after her at 
her pleasure." 

Even this allusion to his daughter, 
though artfully thrown out, did iH)t recsd 
Ravenswood from his own topic. 

** We were obliged to leave," he satd^ 
^^sorne armour and portraits in this apart* 
ment*— may I ask where they have beea 
renfoved to ?^ 
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^ Why," answered the Keeper, with 
some hesitation, *^ the room was fitted up 
in our absence— -and cedant arma togw^ is 
the maxim of lawyers you know-~I am 
afraid it has been here somewhat too li* 
terally complied with. I hope*— I believe 
tbey are safc^^I am sure I gave orders-— 
may X hope that when they are recovered 
and put in proper order, you will do me 
the honour to accept them at my hand, as 
an atonement for their accidental derange- 
ment?^ 

The Master of Ravenswood bowed stifly, 
and, with folded arms, again resumed his 
survey of the room. 

Heiuy, a spoilt boy of fifteen, burst 
into the rooQ), and ran up to his father* 
«^ Think of Lucy, papa ; she has come 
home so cross and fo fractious, that she will 
not go down to the stable to see my new 
ppney, that Bob Wilson brought from the 
Mull of GajUpway.'' 

<< I think'you were very unreasonablc^o 
ask her," said the Keeper. 
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<< Then you are as cross as she in^ as- 
awered the boy ; ** and when mamma cormes 
home she'll claw up both your mittens/* 

" Hush your impertinence, yoii'littlc 
forward imp,* said his father ; *' vfhtte is 
your tutor P* ■' ^ 

' * Gone to a wedding at Dunbar— I hope 
he^ll get a haggis to his dinner ;'' and he 
began to sing the old Scottish songi 

'' There was a haggis in Dimbar. . 

Fal de ra]^ &c^ 
Hon J better and few waur^ 

Fal de ral," &c. ' ' 

*' I am much obliged to Mr Ccrdery 
for his attentions,** said the Lcfrd Keeper ; 
*< and pray who has had cbafge of you 
while I was away, Mr Henry ?• ' 

" Norman and Bob Wilson — ^foHby* my 
own self.** \: 

<< A groom and a game^keeper, 'and 
your own silly self-^proper guatdiatia for 
a^oung adixjcate 1— Why, you will never 
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fcnow my statutes but those against ahoot* 

ing red^deei^ killing salmon, and ^ 

*^ And speaking of red*gam«/? said the 

« young scape-grace, ^Aterrapting his father 
Svithaut scruple or hesitation, ^ Noraian 

. has shot a buck, and I shewed- t^e branobes 
ta Lucy^^ and-she says they have bute^ht 
tyfie^ and «he says that you killed a deer 
"ff^ith Lord Bittlebfains' hounds, when yoa 
were west away, and do you know she says 
it had ten tynes — is it true ?^ 

" It may have had twenty, Henry, for 
-what I knpw ; but if you go to that gen- 
tleman he can tell you all about it<~6o 
«peak to him, Uenry-^t is the Master of 
-Baven^wood." . 

While they oon versed thus, the father 
and Son were standing by the fire ;' and the 

vMaster having walked towards the upper 
end of the apartment, stood with bis^baek 
towards them, apparently engaged ia esuu 
mining 4ine of the paintings. The boy ran 
iip to hiro,^ and paUed him by the ilurt 
of the Qoat with the freedom of a: spoilt 
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ehildt ^P^f ** I wy^ suv*»if yw please 

to tell mar but ^en the Master tur& 

ed rouod, and Henry saw his face, he be- 
came suddenly and totally disconcerted*^ 
waUoid two or tfa^ree steps backward, and 
Btfll gaaed on the Master with an air of 
fear and wonder, whioh had totally ba- 
nished from his features their usual ex- 
pression of pert vivacity, 

«< Come to nie» young gentleman," said 
the Master, *^ and I will tdl you all I 
know about the. hunt.'' 

<< Go to the gwtleman, Henry,'' said his 
father, ^^ you are not used to be so shy." 

But iteidiejr invitation nor exhortation 
had any effect on the boy. On the con- 
trajry, heturm^d round aa soon as he had 
completed his survey of the Master, and 
walking as cautiously as if he had been 
treading upon eggs, be glided back to his 
father, and pressed as close to him as pos* 
aible. iBavenswood, to avoid hearing the 
tdispute betwixt the &ther and the over- 
adulged boy> thought it most poUte to 
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iatrtiihi&uface.onee laore towards the pic« 
tares, and pay no atteoticm to what they 
said. 

^f Why do yoU not speak to the Master, 
you Jittle fooL?" said the Loid Keeper. 

*< I am afraid," said Henry, in a very low 
tcyieb' 

»*v Afraid, you ^goose I"^ said his father^ 
giving him a slight «bake by the collar. 
" ^Wh«t toafces you afraid ?'. , 

^^.Wh^t makes him so like the picture 
of Sir Malise Ravenswood, then P* said the 
boy, whispering, 

♦« Whafc picture, you natural ?" said his 
£»tber* '' Lused # tbink youonly a scape^ 
^ace$ but I believe you will turn; out a 
born idiot" 

«« i teli you it is the pietwe of old Ma* 
liif of IWenswood, and be is as like it at 
if he hftd lotipen out of the caovts.; mH it 
ia.up.iii the old B#r<Mi*s baH tbat the maids 
launder Ktbe clothes in, aad it has armot^t 
and pot.a co^t like the gendeman, .and he 
has not a beard and whifikei:s like the pio« 
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tare, and it has raotber kmd of thing 
abottt the thiott attd no bamd-strings ts Ini 
has, and** 

<< And why should not the gentlemftn be 
like his ancestor, yon silly boy !^ sfiiid the 
Lord Keeper. 

*< Ay ; but if he is come to chase us all 
out of the ca»Ue,^ said the boy, ^< 'and has 
twenty men at his biR^k in disguise-^-and is 
come to say, with alioilo^ yoke, I bide ^ 
ft'ioi0,-^-^nd is to kfli you xm the heainh as 
Malise did the other mm, and i;^hoi^ blood 
is still to be seen !'^ 

^< Hush ! nonsense ^ said the iJK'd ISleep* 
er, not hknself nniiih plAed to litfar «hidae 
disagreeable icdindden^es ibrcdd on hia^no* 
tice* ** Master, here comes Lbekfaard to 
say <]tnner is ^tttA."" 

And, iat the same ine^tant, Ld«^ <enteNid 
at anothtt ifoor, having ttemg^d her dress 
since her i^eturn. Tlve «^qaisi%e fi^tiinind 
beauty of her countenance, now slmded 
only by a profusictti iitf'sniiny Ureases $ the 
sylph^e form digeniminibereid^tf her heavy 
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riding- skirt, and mantled in azure silk ; the 
grace of her manner and of her smile, 
cleared, with a celerity which surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfa* 
vourable thoughts which had for some time 
over-clouded his fancy. In those features, 
so simply sweet, he could trace no alliance 
with the pinched visage of the peak- beard-- 
ed black-capped puritan, or his starched 
withered spouse, with the craft ei^pressed . 
in the Lord Keeper's countenance, or the 
haughtiness which predominated in that of 
his lady ; and, while he gazed on Lucy 
Ashton^she seemed to be aq angel de- 
w^nded pp eyyp) unallied to the coarser 
mortals amo9g whom she deigned to dwell 
for a ^e^OQ. Such is the power of beautj 
ev^rji youthfui and eAthusi^tic fancy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



I do too ill in this. 



And must not think but that a parent's pkutfk 
Will move the heavens to pour forth misery 
Upon the head of disobediency. 
Yet reason tells us, parents are o'erseen. 
When with too strict a rein they do bold in 
Their child's affection, and controul chat loTe^ 
Which the high powers divine inspire them with. 

The Hog hath lost hit PtarL 

The feast of Ravenswood Castl^ was as 
retnarkabie for its profuuui^ as that of 
Wolf's Crag had been for its ill- veiled pe* 
nury. The Lord Keeper might feel inter- 
nal pride at the contrast, but he had too 
much tact to suffer it to appear. On the 
contrary, he appeared to remegriber with 
pleasure what he called Mr Balderstone^s 
bachelor's meal, and to be rather disgusted 
than pleased with the display upon his own 
groaning board* 
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•* We do these things," he said, ** be- 
cause others do them — but I was bred a 
plain man at my father's frugal table, and 
I should like well would my wife and fa- 
?nily permit me to return to my soweni 
and my poor-man-of-mutton." 

This was a little over-stretched. The 
Master only answered, ** That different 
tanks — I mean," said he, correcting him- 
self, ** different degrees "of wealth, require 
a different style of house-keeping." 
, This dry remarJ^ put a stop to farther 
conversation on the subject, nor is it. ne- 
cessary to record that which was substitu- 
,ted in its plac^ The evening was spent 
.with freedom, and even cordiality ; and 
JHenry had so far overcome his first appre- 
hensiqns, that he had settled a party for 
coursing a stag with the representative and 
living re^mblance . of grim Sir Malise of 

m. M - * 

.Ravens wood, called the Revenger. The 
.next morning was the appointed time. It 
rose upon active sportsmen and successful 
iport. The banquet came in course } and 
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a pf^essidg invitation to iMry yet another 
day teas giv^n atid accepted. Ulis Ra^ 
venswood had resolved should be the last 
of his stay ; but he recollected he had not 
yet visited the ancient and devoted servant 
of his house, oM Alice, and* it was but kind 
to dedicate one morning to the gratification 
of so ancient an adherent. 

To visit Alice, therefore, a day was de- 
voted, and Lucy was the Mastei:^s guide 
upon the way. Henry, it is triie, accom- 
panied them, and took from their Walk the 
air of a tite-d-tete, while, in reality, it wa$ 
little, else, considering the varirty of cir- 
cumstances which occurrdi to prevent the 
hoy from giving the least attention to what 
passed between his companions. Now a 
rook settled on a branch within shot — anon 
a hare crossed their path, and Henry and 
his greyhound went astray in pursuit of it 
— ^tben he had to hold a long conversatfob 
with the forester, which detained him a 
while behind his companions— aqd again ' 
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far weat to e;Kaiaiine the earth of a badgec^ 
ivhich earned him on a good way before 
them. 

The conversation betwixt the Master 
and his sistar* meanwhile, took an iuterest- 
iog, and almost a confidential turo. She 
could apt help mentioning her sense of the 
patn he nuist feel in visiting soeoes so well 
known to him, bearing now an aspect so 
different ; and so gently was her symps^by 
expressed^ that Ravenswood felt it for a 
sioment as a full requital jof all bis misfor- 
tones. Some such sentimenl escaped him, 
which Lucy heard with more of confuaion 
than displeaaare ; and she .may be forgiven 
the imprudence of listening to such Ian* 
guage^ /coaiidering tiiat the situation in 
which she was placed by Iver father seemed 
to authorise Ravenswood to use it. Yet 
she made an effort to tuTn the conv^rsa- 
tion, and she succeeded; for the Master 
also bad advanced farther tfaaa he intend. 
«d> and his eonseien^ iiad instantly check- 
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ed him when he found himseiron the verge 
c^ speaking of love to the daughter of Sir 
William Ashton. 

They now approached the hat of old 
Alice, which had of late been rendered 
more comfortable, jlnd presented an, ap- 
'peafance less picturesque, perhaps, but far 
neater than before. The old woman; wai 
on her accustomed seat beneath theweep* 
ing birch, basking, with the listless enjoy* 
ment of age and infirmity, in the beams of 
the autumn sun. At the arrival of her vi* 
'Sitors she turned ber head .towards tbem« 
*« I hear your step. Miss Ashton,** she said, 
• ^* but the gentleman who attends you is not 
my lord, your father." 

" And why should you think so, Alice W 
said Lucy j " or how is it possible for you 
to judge so accurately by the sound of ik 
st^p, on this firm earth, and in the open 
airr 

" My hearing, my child, has been sharp- 
' ened by my blindness, and I c^ now judge 
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ef. the slightest sounds, which formerlf 

; reached my ears as unheeded as they now 

^apprjoach yours. • Necessity is a stern, but 

^^p excellent school-mklress, ami she that 

has lost her sight mu^t colliect her inforou^ 

tipa from other sources^'* * 

.^ /< Weil, you hear a man's step, I grai\t 

It,'' said, Lucy f ** but why, AlicCr may it 

poot be my fa^ther's ?' 

,. ■ ** The pace of age,, my love, is tijnid and 
cautious — the foot takes le^ve of the earth 
j^wly, and is planted dowii upon it with 
. jbesitation ^ it is ihe hasty and determineci 
step of youth that I now hear, and^^-could 
1 give credit to so strange a thought— rl 
should say ^.was: the stej^ of a Ravena* 

iwood.?' 

• . ■••'■.■. 

•« This is. indeed," said Ravetiswood, " apf 

acuteness of organ which 1 could not hav.e 

.credited had 1 not witnessed it— ^I am iff* 

deed the Master of Ravens wood, Alice—' 

ihe son of your ol<l master." ... 

" You?' said' the old .woman with almost 

£ 2 
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m scream of surprise— *•• you tlie Mitstier df 
Ravenswood«<— her e-^-'in tbis place^ asd tfHi» 
accotnpratiied ?.<-»I cannot t)eKeve t^-^lLet 
tbt pass my old hand over yottt fact, thiit 
my touch in*y bear witncfsi^ to my cars.*^ 

The Master sate down beskle het en the 
ear^a:! bank, and permitted het to touch 
liis^ features wkb ber 'trembling -iiMd» 

*« It is indeed r she said, *«iit is the feth 
tufes as vreB as ibe v^cc oF Raveiislwt>od-^ 
the high Ittes of pride, 9S well as the bold 
and hfaughty tone—- But What do you here> 
Master of Rat^enswood ?«-^what Ao you in 
ybiir enemas domain, aid In <Hmipatiy 
with Ws chiW ?« 

As old Alice spoke, ber fate kindled^ as 
probably that of an ancient feudal vttsal 
inight have done, in whose presence his 
yotithfai liege-lord had i^ewid some ^m^ 
torn of degenerating from iSie spirit of bis 
ancestors. 

" The Master of Rwenswood,** ^d 
Lucy, who l^ed not &6 tone of tbis ex- 
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postididoDy and was ^estroiis to afandge 
k, «^ it upoa a viait to my father.^ 

^ Ittdaed !" aaid the old bliad womoDt m 
M apcefit of aurpcise. 

<< I kaeWy" cMtiimed Laey, «* I ahoiild 
do liiai a pleasure by cooductiog him to 
.)mir oottage.'" ' 

" Where, to say the^ truths Alice^^ said. 
ftaveii9«M>od» ** 1 expected aiDore cbidial 

** It is most woodsiful^'* aaid Jthe old 
wolDan^ muttfefing to herself; <^ but the 
v^^s of Hearen are not like pur ways^ and 
ito judgmenta are brought about by means 
&r bey end our fatheming^-^Hearken^young 
Hian,^ she said ; ^ your fathers were impla- 
cable^ but they were lM>iiourablefoeaf they 
sought not to ruin th.eit enemiea under the 
mask of hospitality. What have you to do* 
with Lucy Adliton ??~why ahoutdyour ^pa^ 
move in the ssme foot-p|rth witii tier's P-*- 
why ehould your voice sound in die same 
i^oKd^ and tkne with those of Sir 
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Ashtob's daughter ?^«Youiig mant be wba 
aims at revenge by dis^lwoouraUe meaas^-^ 

r* Be stlent, woman !" €aid RaveMi|'€K)d 
sternly ; ** is it the devii that praqipts your 
TOice ? — Know tl>at this young lady has not 
00 earth a friend, .who would vefiture far«> 
ther to save her from injury or l^mn iiv 
sult.'^ . - 

:^'. And. is it even so?" said the»<M wOn* 
man^ in an altered but mekmch^ly tone^-f 
•* then God help you both P' . * 

** Amen I Alice," said -Lucy, ^ho had 
not comprehended, the -import of what the 
blind woman had hinted, << and -send you 
your senses, Alice, and your good-humour. 
if you held this mysterious language jn* 
Btead of welcoming your friends, they wiU 
think of yoii as other people do/ / 
• ^* And how do other peopJe thinfc j? 
"satd Raveiiswood, for he abo began tQ.thinlc 
4he old woman spoke w^h i|icoherepQQ« ^« 
' •* They think,'' said Henry Asl^ton^ wba 
up at; that moment, and.wliiapei^ 
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into Ravenswood's ear^ ^* that she is ^ 
\vitcti that should h^ve been burned with 
them that suffered at Haddnigt<^.f' < 

«* Wbat^ is that you Miy ?*' said Alici^ 
turnifligt Cp^waQds the, boy, her sightless vi^ 
sage ii>fla«l»ed'with passion, *^ that 1 am a 
lyitchy and ought to have suflfered with thcf 
helpless old wretches whp were murdered 
at Haddington I" 

"Hear, to that nawi" stgain wliispere4 
Henry, " and me whispering lower than, a 
wren Otb^psi"*" 

• M If; the uswirer^ and the <>p|>resso5, and 
thje griader of the poor man's face^ and th^ 
remaver of ancient land- marks* and^the 
subverter of ancient hQuses, were at thjp 
same stake with me, I could say^ light tl^a 
fire, in God's name I" ; -^ 

: " This is dreadful," said Lucy ; " I have 
joiever seen the poor deserted woman in this 
state, of mind j but age and ppverty can ill 
bear reproach. -p- Come, Henry, we wiljl 
^ve her for the present-»-rshe wjbhes.to 
speak with the Master alone. We will 
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msSk faotnewardy and real m)"* slier added^ 
tooking at Ravensweed, ^ bf the Meiw 
maiden's WcM.** 

^And AUcCt" said ffec boy^ *^if you* 
Know €>f asy hare timt comes diroagh 
among the deer, and makes tbem^ drop' 
tiieir calves out ef season^ you may teii: 
her, mth my compliments to commandt. 
that if Norman has not got a uItct btdkt 
ready for her, I'll lend him one of my 
doubletbuttoBs on: purpose.**^ 

Alice made no answer tiifshe was airare 
that they were out of hearings She then< 
said to Ravens wood, ^ And you/tDd, are 
angry with me for my love l—ib is jtist duti 
strangiers should be oflbnded, but you^ too». 
are angry/* 

^ I am not angry, Alice/' said the Mm- 
ier^ <' onfy surprised that you, whose good' 
sense I have heard so oilen praised, should: 
give way to offensive and unfounded suspl* 
cions.'' 

« Offensive IT said AliGe~« Ay„troth:ia> 



THfi ftllXB£ ti^ XAMMKRHMIU 111 

erer aSMisWe^^biiU sttrefy, not unfound- 
ed;'' 

^* I t?eK y oo, dame^ most gtoifiidless^'*^ 
replied RftveuswQod^ 

"^ Tlieii (he wolid has changed tts ywi^ 
amd'tke Rav^8«r0<id6 (faeiir hereditarjr tem* 
per, «nd tiie e^rte <>f did Alice's uiideiu 
stamdifig a^e }^et more btfnd than those of 
htv cemitenaiice. When did a Ravens* 
^ wood seek the hoiise of his esetny^ biM; with, 
the purpose ^f Mvettge ?^-^^nd hkher yoU' 
are come» Edgar Ravenswood, either ia 
fatal anger^ or iii stSl more iatal loye.'' 

'** Iiineither^'' said Ravinswood; "I giwr 
you^mine honour^^I itiean, I assure yoiyk" 

AIyc^ eould not see fais MtnAnng cheek,, 
but she noticed fais hesitation^ and that he 
Mtract^d ibe pledge which he seemed at 
first disposed to attach to hts d6mal» 

^ It is so> tdien,'' she said, ^ iy»l ther e« 
fbrfe i^e ts to tacry by iht Mermaiden^d 
WeH ! OAen has H been catled a place fk. 
tal to^he taee: (tf Ravcnswood^-o-'oftefii has 
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it proved sa-<^but never was i| likely to ve- 
rify old sayings so much as on this day.'* , 
* ** You dnve ine to m^dness^ Alice/'. said 
Ravenswood ; '* you are roof e . silly a&d 
more s^peFstitipus than old B^de^stone. 
Are you. such a wretched Christiacr as to 
Jiuppose I should maintain war )vith tt^ 
\Asbton family, as; was the &aogui<]£^'y cqs* 
torn is;.eUler times?; or do^you suppose; nse 
so foolish^ that I cannot walk by a fOMVig 
lady> udp without plunging headlong ip 
<lov« with her 2" 

«^My thoughts," rpplied Alice, ** are n»y 
^pwn ; and if my mortal sight is cipsed to 
olyects present with me, it may be I can 
look with ixiore steadiness into future events. 
Are you prepared to $it lowest at the boacd 
;;;Hrhicb was pnce ypui: father's own, unwil- 
lingly, as a connection and a^lly, of bis proud 
successoi^P^^Are you ready to lufe^pa* his 
■bpunty-r-ta fpllpw him in the bye-paths of 
intrigue aqd chicane, which none, can b^^ 
-ter pf^,t^PMt^tp >pu— to.giaaw tkej^oaw 
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of his prey when ht has devoured the suh« 
stance ? — Can you say as Sir William Ash* 
ton says — think as he thinks-^vote as he 
votes, and call your father's murderer yout 
worshipful fathcr-in-Iaw and revered pa* 
tron ? — Ravenswood, I am the eldest ser* 
vant of your house, and I would rather Bet 
you shrouded and coffined." 

The tumult in Ravenswood's mind wai 
uncommonly great ; she struck upon and 
awakened a chord which he had for som^ 
time successfully silenced. He strode back* 
wards and^ forwards through the little ^ar^ 
jjen with a hasty pace ; and At length 
checking himself, and stopping right op- 
posite to Alipe, he exclaimed, ** Womafi I 
on the verge of the grave, dare you urge 
the son of your master to blood and to re^ 

venge ?** 

:. " God forbid I** said Alice solemnly j 
.'^ and therefore I would have you depart 
these fatal bounds, where your lov^,' ap 
well as your hatred, threatens sure mis- 
chief^ or at least disgrace, both to yourself 
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9mA ot^rs. I vodid (Aield, wei^ it in the 
power of tbiB withered haodi the Asbtoos 
Cddib yon aed ymi from them, and bcitb 
from their own passiom. You can have 
DOthiiig-^^oiight ta have notbkig, in com- 
mon with them'— ^Begone from atnang them ; 
aod i£ God has destined vengeance on the 
oppressor's house, do not yon be the iostra* 
ment." 

^ I will thkik on what yon have said, 
Alice,*' said Ravenswood mme composed- 
ly* *' I believe yon mean tra^y and faitb* 
fully by me, Init you urge the freedom of 
an ancient domestic somiewhat too far. 
But fare^'eil } ^d if Heaven afibrd me 
()etter means, I will not &il to contribute 
to your comlort^** 

He attempted to pnt a piece of gold into 
her hand, which she refused to receive; 
and, in the slight struggle attending his^ 
wish to fojce it upon her, it dropped to 
the earth. 

^ Let it remain an instant on the ground,'' 
iaid Alice, as the Master stooped to raise 
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li ; '' and bdieve me, that piece of gold is 
an embleffi of ber whom you love ; she is 
as preckms, I giantr but yoa must stoop 
ev*en to basement Ijefare you caki win her» 
For me, I have as little to do with gold as 
with earthly pttssioins j and the best news 
thaft the world has in store for me is, thai 
Edgar RaveBswosd is an hisiiili^ed miiles dis- 
tant from ^e seat of his ancestors, with the 
determination nevor aigain to review it." 

<< Alke/^ saifdl the Mostetf, who began M^ 
UlinktiLis^ewIIestness faadsomoe moi:e secii^ 
cause than arose from anytSiibg that the 
blind w^taaim could hiive gisitbered from this 
tasoal vesity ^ I bav« bean) yon pmised by 
my mother ibr your sense,, acuteness, and 
fiddity^ 7on aire no fmik to start at fHea^ 
dows, cr to dread old siqpecstttbiis Bim9i^ 
like Caleb Balderstone $ tell me distinctly 
vAtenmy danger lies, if yon ace ^mare of 
any which is tending tewafds me. If I 
koiswwysdf, I am free fcom aU snch yiews 
DesfpeeCing Miss Ashton as you in^ute to. 
me. I hav^ necessary business to settle 
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'With Sir William— that arranged, I shall 
depart ; and with as little ^ish, as you maj 
easily believe^ to return to a place full of 
mclariichoiy subjects of reflection, as you 
have to see me here.*^ - 

' Alice bent her sightless eyes on th3 
ground, and was for a moment plunged in 
deep naeditatiottr ** I will speak the tmtb;^ 
tshe said» at length raking up her head-^ 
♦* I Ml ill tell you the. source of my appre- 
hensions, whether nay candour be for good 
TOT evil-^Lucy Ashtdu loves yout Losrd of 
BavenswQod l** 

» •* ilt is aanpossi We,* -said the Mart er» ■ 

• 

<f A thousand circumstances have proved 
k to me. Her thoughts hafve turned on no 
one dbe siBce you saved her fwitf deaths 
4md thai my experienced judgm^eait has won 
from> her own cdnyersation* .Having told 
you thi&i— df you are indeed a gentleman and 
|)^our fatherfs son— ?you will makeit a motive 
for flying f rlEMn her presence. Her pasaon 
will die like a lamp, for, want of that the 
flame should feed upon } bu V ^ you 
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main here, her destruction^ or yours, or 
that of both, will be the inevitable conse- 
quence of her misplaced attachment. I 
tell you this secret unwiUingly, but it could 
not have been hid long from your own ob- 
servation i .and it is better you learn it from 
mine. Depart, Master of Raveaswood-^ 
you have my secret. If you remain an 
hour under Sir William Ashton's roof with- 
out the reaolution to marry his daughter, 
you are a viliain-^if with the purpose of 
adlying yourself with him, you are an infa- 
tnated and predestined fool." » 

So saying, the old. blind womaa arose^ 
assumed her stafl^ and, totterii^ to her hut» 

m 

entered it and closed the door, leaving Ba-: 
venswood to hi$ own reflections* 
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CHAPTER Vil. 

«' Lof dicr In htr ohh TvtiNd abpde 

■ ■ ■ tb«n Naaod by the side 
Of Grecian brook^or L«dy of the Mere 
Lone sitting by the shores of did Tomanoe. 

The meditetioiM of lUvenaiWood were 
of a very mixed complexion. He aaw hiia- 
self at ence ia the very dilemma wtiich he 
bad Sot iM>me time iierlt ap{Mrebeq»ive be 
migfat lie ^aoed in« The pkanuile be felt 
in Lucy's compaay bad mdMi ^pfo^i^bued 
to fascination, yet it had never altogether 
surmounted his internal reluctance to wed 
with the daughter of his father's foe ; and 
even^in forgiving Sir Wdliam Ashton the 
injuries which bis house had received, and 
giving him credit for the kind intentions 
he professed to entertain, he could not 
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htmg himself to t^ontempkte as possible 
sn alli»nce betwixt tbeir bovoes. Stiti he 
felt thst Alice spoke truth, and that his 
hoirottr now requiring he should take an 
instant leavse of RawaiSKvivod Castle, or be* 
come a suitor of Lacy Aditon. The pos« 
sibility of being rejected, too, should be 
make adivtnc^s to her wealithy and power- 
ful ^ha^^to sue for the hand of an Ash> 
ton and be i^fused^^this were a coiisum<- 
tnation too ^grwefvL <^ I wish her well,* 
he said to himii^lf, ^ anrd for her sake I 
forgive the injuries her father has done to 
my housfe 5 but I wffl never-p-no, nwer 
see her more!" . 

Witii one ^bitter pang he adopted tbis 
resolution, >ust as he came to where two 
paths part^ ; the one to the Mermaiden's 
Fountaxn, where be knew Lucy waited him, 
tile other leading to the castle by sxioihm 
and more cii^cuitous road« He paused an 
instant when about to take the latter path, 
thinking what apology he should make fi>r 
conduct wbioh must »eeds twem «xtnua> 
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difiary, aod had just muttered to himself 
<» Sudden news from Edinburgh^— any pre- 
text will scrvc-^—only let me dally no longer 
here,** when young Henry came flying up 
to him» half out of breath-^*'. Master, Mas- 
ter— -you mustgivfe Lucy your arnii back to 
the castle, foe I cannot give her mine ^ for 
f^orman is waiting for me, and I am to go 
with him to make his ring-walk, and r would 
not stay away for a gold Jacobus, and Lucy 
is afraid to walk home alone, though all 
the wild. no wt have been shot, and so you 
must come away directly." 

Betwixt two scales equally loaded, a fea* 
ther's weight will turn the kcale. .** It is 
impossible for me to leave the young 1 dy 
in the wood alone," said Ravenswood x 
** to sec • her once more can be. of little 
consequence, after the frequent meetings 
we^have had— *I ought too, in courtesy, to 
apprize her of my intention to quit tlic 
castle." , . . 

Aad having thus satisfied himself. that 
he was taking not. only a wise, but an ab- 
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solutefy necessary step, he took the path 
to ttie fatal fountain. Henry no sooner 
saw him on the way to join his isister^ than 
he was off like lightning in another direc- 
tioia, to enjoy the society of the forester 
in their congenial pursuits. Ravenswood,- 
not allowing himself to give a second 
thought to the propriety of his own con-' 
duct; walked with a quick step towards 
the stream, where he found Lucy seated 
alone by the ruin. 

She sate upon one of the disjointed 
stones of the ancient fountain, and seem- 
ed to Watch the progress of its current, as 
it bubbled forth to day-light, in gay and 
sparkling profusion, from under the shadow 
of the ribbed and darksome vault with 
which veneration, or perhaps remorse, bad 
canopied its sour(;e. To a superstitious 
eye, Liicy Ashton, folded in her plaiden 
mantle, with her long hair, escaping part- 
]y froiti the stiood and falling upon her 
silver neck^, might have suggested the idea 
of the murdered Nymph of the Fountain* 

VOL. 11. F 
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But Ravenswood only saw a female exqui« 
sitely beautiful, and rendered yet more so 
in his eyes— how could it be otherwise— 
by the consciousness that she had placed 
her affections on him. As he gazed on 
her, he felt his fixed resolution melting 

m 

like wax in the sun, and hastened, there- 
fore, from his concealment in the neigh- 
bouring thicket. She saluted him, but did 
not arise from the stone on which she was 
seated. 

. *^ My mad-cap brother," she said, ^* has 
lefl me, but I expect him back in a few 
minutes — for fortunately, as every thing, 
at least any thing, pleases him for a mi- 
nute, nothing has charms for him much 
longer." 

Ravenswood did not feel the power of 
informing Lucy that her brother medita- 
ted a distant excursion, and would not re- 
turn in haste. He ssfte himself down on 
the grass, at some little distance from Miss 
Ashton, and both were silent for a short 

space. 

M 
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'« I like this spot,- said* Lucy at length, 
as if she had found the silence embarrass- 
iiig J «* the bubbling murmur of the clear 
fountain, the waving of the trees, the pro- 
fiision of grass and wild^ilowers, that rise 
among the ruins, make it like a scene in 
riHBance; l1;hink, too, I have heard it is 
a spot connected with the legMdary lore 
which I .love so well.* 

^« It has been thotight,'' answered Ra- 
vcnswood,^* a fatal spot to our family, and 
1 have some reason to term it so, for it 
was here I first saw Miss Ashton~and it 
is hwe I must take my leave of her for 
everi" 

The blood, which the first part of Ihis 
speech called into Lucy*s cheeks, was 
speedily expelled by its conclusion, 
' " To tike leave of us. Master !'* she ex- 
dainied ^ « what can have happened to 
hurry you aw4y?-r>Itnow Alice hates~I 
mean dislikes my fatherland I hardly un- 
derstood her humour to-day, it was so 
mysterious. But I im certain my father is 
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sincerely gratefttl fbr t^e high servfeef jou 
reodered u& Let me hope thalt IIa^^^ 
won your friendship hardly,: vfe^ §faall not* 
lose it lightly.'* 

*^ Lose itr Miss' Aidartx>n l-^'No'^nAenPet^ 
. my fortune cailB me-^^-'iriiate^ef i^ infikits^ 
upon me-^it is your fri^[id<^])our siacece 
friend, who acts or^ sufifersi Btit there » » 
fate on me, and I mast g0,r or t ^btt add' 
the ruin of others^ to my own/' 

*' Yet do^ not go fromrns, Masfefi^ smA 
Lucy; and she laid be^ hand% in^iril simpti ^ 
city and kindness, upon- the sllirt of his- 
doak, 8» if to detai&^hini^-i.'^ You shiibaall 
part from us — My father is powerful lie- 
has friends that aare more so than hiin i e lf > « 
do not go till you see ^what hi8«gratitafik» 
will do for yon. Bdieve mei ht^k alMadjp 
labouring in your behalf willi th^OotftfcH." 

<« It may be so,"'said the Masteis pfM^ 
ly ; <«^ yet it if not to your fathet»^ Missf 
Ashton, but to my own e^LeitieAisj thatJi 
ought to owe success* in^ th€^ cafeer* oti« 
which* I am about to . enter^^ My g^piMM* 
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tlow me already made^^a sword and a 
oAo^k^ wd a bald lieart Afid a determined 
^nd.'' 

Lucy .covered her fa®e with her hand^ 
axid tjlaa tiears, ia spke of her^ forced their 
way iietaK0Mi iier fiogens. '* Forgive me,'' 
«aid &uireQsieoocl, taking h^ dght hand, 
^hieh» after flight f eeistance, she yielded 
ta hia[i, .sfeifl ^eontiQuiag to shade her face 
mil^ tdw lek-^** i am too rudei^too roagh 
'v^too intractable to deal iwlth any b^qg 
90 soft and gentle as y^n are. Forget that 
otr itira a vision hm crossed your path of 
li^^'-rapd le4 wm pursue mine, sur« diat i 
esift «iett Aviih qo W4»rse misfoNetuae a£ter 
l^e mcMaeot it divides mo fharn yc\xv side." 

Luey wept on, but Jier tears wtij^ hm 
iutber. £ach attempt wU^h dm Mas^r 
made to explain -his puifioae jof d^parturey 
only proved a new evidence ol hk desire 
to stay; unti, at length, instead of bid- 
ding her farewdl^ he gave bis faich to her 
for ever, and received her troth in returo. 
The whole passed so suddenly, and arose 
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SO much out of the immediate imputee of 
the moment, that ere the M^ister of Ra^ 
venswood could reflect upon the conse>- 
quences of the step which he had taken, 
their lip6, as well as their hands, had 
pledged the sincer4ty. of thdr affection. 

** And now," he said, after a moment's 
consideration, *^ it is flt I should speak to 
Sir William Ashton — he must know of our 
engagement. Ravenswood must not seem 
to dwell under his roof» to solicit clandes- 
tinely the affections of his daughter.'^ 

** You would not speak to my &dier oir 
the subject," said Lucy» doubttngly; and 
then added more warmly, ** O Ao nol*^ 
do not ! Let your lot in life bedetecmined 
— ^your station and purpose ascertained, be- 
fore you address my father ; I am sure be 
loves you — I think he will consent^^but 
then my iBOther"— 
. She paused, asbamed to express the 
doubt she felt how far her father dared to 
form any positive res^utton on thia most 
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important subject, without the consent of 
his lady# 

" Your mother, nJl^Lucy ?" replied Ra- 
venswood j ** she is of the house of Dou- 
glas, a house that has intermarried with 
mine, even when its glory and power were 
at the highest — ^what could your mother 
object to my alliance ?'* 

*• I did not say object,** said Lucy; 
^< but she is jealous of her rights, and may 
claim a mother's title to be consulted in 
the first instance.** 

" Be it so,** replied Raveriswood j " Lon 
don IS distant, i)Ut a letter -^ViB r6jgw;h ii 
satd receive ah answer within a fortnight — 
I will not press on the Lord Keeper for an 
instant refdy to my proposal.'* 
. ** But,** hesitated Lucy, " were it not 
better to wait— to wait a few weeks— were 
my mother to see you— to know you— -I 
am' sure she would approve ; but you are 
unacquainted personally, and tlie ancient 
feud betjveen the families'* 

Ravenswood fixed upon her bis keen 
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.dar|c ejesi as if he was desifQus of ^{(^netra- 
tiDg into her very soul. • 
* " Lucy/' he said, ^ I have sacrificed to 
you projects of vengeance long nursed^ 
and sworQ to with ceremoiiies little better 

' ; • ■■■■«■' . ■ 

than heathen— I sacrificed them |;p y^Qji): 
image, ere I knew the wort^ which it re- 
presented. In the evening which ^uqce^ded 
fny poor father's fuperal, I cut a lock fwih 
my hair, and, ^s it cojnsumed ip thip %xpt J 
swore that m^ r?ige apd xevepgp shpqid 
pursue his enemies, until they s^rivj^Uqd 
before me like that scorched-up symbol of 

<< It was a deadly sin," said Lucy^ tunu 
ing pale, <' to make a vow so iatal." 

<< I acknowladge ii,'' said Rayenswood, 
<< and it had been a wcnrse crime to keep it. 
It was for your sake that I abjared these 
purposes of vengeance, though I scarce 
knew that such was the argument by whicfa 
I was conquered, ufitil I saw yoo once 
more, and became conscious of the infla^ 
ence you possessed over me." 
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*^ And why do ymx soy/' mi Lui^y, 

^^ recall sejitimentcf bo terribief^TaeQtifnmito 

SD'iBfioQsisteiit with those you profess for 

. tne-^arit^ dioae your importunity has j^e? 

vmijed on me to acknowledge ?*' 

ff Because I would isiprest on you the 
price 0t whieh I have bought your love-?* 
the dgfai I have to expect your conatancy. 
I €ay not that I have bartered ibr it the 
iionour of ^y housct its laat remaiokig pos- 
seafiion— 4)Ut though I i^ay it not, and think 
k not, I canqot eonpeai from myself thajt 
the ^orld may do both.^ 

^f If such are your sentiments/' said 
Lucy, ^< you have played a cruel game witb 
me. But it is not too late to give it over^^ 
take back the faith and troth which you 
f^ould not plight to me without suffering 
abatement of honour — ^let what is passed 
be a& if it had not been— forget me — I will 
endeavour to forget myself." 

*^ You do me injustice," said the Master 
of Ravenswood j " by all I hold true and 
honourable, you do me the extremity of 

f8 
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injustice-* if I mentioned the price at 
vhich I have bought your love, it is only 
to shew- how much I prize it, to bind our 
en^gement by a still firmer tie^ and to 
shew, by what I have done to attain this 
Nation in your regard, how much I must 
suffer should you ever break your fisttth.** 

" And why, Ravenswood,'' answered 
Lucy, ^^ should you think that possible ?— *> 
Why should you urge me .with even the 
mention of infidelity ? — Is it because I aadc 
you to delay applying to my father for a 
little space of ti^e? Bind me by what 
Vows you please ; if vows are unnecessary 
to secure constancy, they may yet prevent 
suspicion*'' 

Ravenswood pleaded, apologized, and 
even Icneded, to appease her displeasure; 
and Lucy^ as placable as she was single* 
hearted, readily forgave the o£Eence which 
his doubts had implied. The dispute thus 
agitated, however, ended by the lovers 
going through an emblematic ceremony of 
their troth.plight of which the vulgar stiU 
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preserve some traces. They broke be- 
twixt them the thin tHroad-piece of gold 
which Alice had refused to receive from 
Ravenswood. 

^' And never ^all this leave my bosom,** 
said Lucy, as she hung the piece of gold 
round her neck, and concealed it with her 
handkerchief, *' until you, Edgar Ravens- 
wood, ask me to resign it to you— and, 
while I wear it, never shall that heart ac^ 
knowledge another love than your's.*' 

With like protestations, Ravenswood 
placed his portion of the coin opposite to 
his heart And now, at length, it struck 
them, that time had hurried &st on du^ 
ring this interview, and their absence at 
the casde would be subject of remark, if 
not of alarm. As they arose to leave the 
fountain which had been witness of their 
mutual engagement, an - arrow whistleA 
through the air, and struck- a raven pertrh- 
ed on the sere branch of an old oak, near 
to where they had been seated. The bird 
fluttered a few yards, and dropped at the 
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§&tt of Lucy^ whose di^eM wa$ stoiaed wi& 
Mfl»e fipote 43if ite UMd; 

Mifis AahtoQ was imicb alwmed^ «id 
Ravenswood, surprised and aiij^« Igokirf 
everywhere ibr t^ marksuiaiif w)i0 ^ad 
gi^^n tfaeai a propf of his ^Ul a& little ex* 
fiectofi as desired. He was not kmg of 
jdifoeim:ii)g hims^^ beuog no other tbao 
fUmy A^too, who cacne rtumiqg .up with 
acros84iow in bifihaod^ 

'< IJcn^ew I should atar,Ue you^'* hemd^ 
^ 9»A 4o you k^ow you lookod so husj 
Ahi^ I thought it ^r«o«]4 baveiallen sau^ie 
iM your heads Jbfelore y^ou wece aware of jt 
K^Wfbat was the Master siiyii)g to yovt^ 
Iiucyi" 

^^ I was telliqg ymir sister what iw idle 
iad you were, hoepii^ us waitiqg heqe for 
yott so long," si^ Ravenswoody to ^vt 
SiUpy^s /coQ£^ion« 

^ Wiuting for me ? Why, I told you to 
tee Xucy home^ fvnd that I was to go to 
tnsdce the ]:ing*walk with old Kormaa in 
4he H^ybfirry thiokeli^ ^nd ;|o^ ms^y b^ 



suse jtjbfit iir^wld .ta^ ^ igogd iiwxMy> a«4 we 
got> whUe you were fduiog herp witb JUJCy 

'WiMd ; '^ Jbiit list us ^e^ hpiy yw wiU fio^ 
aww to j»e ioi: kijlj^g the iw^^^ Pp you 
kamr ihe rayens w)p #iU m^^ ithe jpxptiepf^ 
tiontof^tk^iLQr^s of JUv<y9swp<Ml^ ^(Ji t9 
l^ill opis in thjeir px^^eace^ ^s sjich lii^d lu^k 
th^yt it dpseryps Jthje »);^ ?" 

H Aod thait> what Kb^rpuui , wd," relied 
the Imj ; ^' he came as far with w^ ^s 
wi&in a flight-shot of you, ,w4 k^ ^d Jfi,e 
n^e^jer saw a xaven sit ;still ap n/e^ linng 
fol]^ aud he iBviM^ed it .n^ght be for^opd 
lufilk ; &a the nvep is ioue ^ 4;h^ wilder 
bi^ds that fliesy unless it he a ta,n\ie m^r^ 
aud so I .crept on and on, tiU I ^as .withiji;i 
three score yards of him, and then wh^ 
vent the bolt, and ibere^ jlies, faith ! Was 
it not wjeU shot ?-r-!-wd, I dane s^^ I hav^e 
not shot in a jpro^s^M^^^Htiot iteii ivp^ 
waybe.'* 

7 
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^ Admirably shot indeed,'* said Ravens- 
wood ; ^^ and you will be a fine marksman 
if you practise hard." 

^^ That's what Norman says,*' answered 
the boy ; ^ but I am sure it is not my fitult 
if I do not practise enough ; for, of free 
will, I would do little else, only my father 
and tutor are angry sometimes, and only 
Miss Lucy there gives herself airs about 
my being busy, for all she can sit idle by a 
well-side the whole day when she has a 
handsome young gentleman to prate wi' — 
I have known her do so twenty times, if 
you will believe me*" 
' The boy looked at his sister as he spc^e, 
and, in the midst of his mischievous cfaat* 
ter, had the s6nse to see that he was really 
inflicting pain upon her, though without 
being able to comprehend the cause or the 
amount. 

" Gome now, Lucy," he said, <« don*t 
greet ; and if I have said ^ny thing bfeside 
the mark, I'll deny it again — and what does 
the Master of Ravenswood care if you bad 
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VL hundred sweethearts— so ne^er put finger» 
in your eye about it." 

The Master of Ravenswood was, for 
the moment, scarce satisfied with what he 
heard ; yet his good sense naturally re- 
garded it as the chatter of a spoiled boy^ 
who strove to mortify his sister 'in the 
point which seemed most accessible for 
the time. But, although of a temper equal- 
ly slow in receiving impressions, and ob^ 
stinate in retaining them, the prattle of 
Henry served to nourish in his mind some 
vague suspicion, that his present engagfe^ 
ment might only end in his being exposed 
like a vanquished enemy in a Roman tri- 
umph, a captive attendant on the car of a 
victor, who meditated only the satiating 
his pride at the expense of the vanquished^ 
There was, we repeat it, no real ground 
whatever for such an apprehension, nor 
could he be said seriously to entertain such 
for a moment. Indeed it was impossible 
to look at the clear blue eye of Lucy Ash* 
ton, and entertain tht slightest permanent 
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position. Stilly howev£r» cottsciout pricifi 
•0!^ fi^^cmm 9W0rt9 itombiaed t0 ren- 
^r % faind mtgksiiom, w^ieb, io more &aw 
twaate mmitmUuMe9^ v#uid hMt; l)eeorA 
9^|ipg£r to ilwit us widl AS to other asifiUr 

Tbey waebed tba casde, whece Sir WA^ 
Umd A«hf;m> svfao ^ad beea alarmed b^ 
the leogtjyt of their sti^y, met them ia the 
bait 

<< Ha4 l4ioy/' he said, ^^'beea iii any 
othi^ f^mpiftoy than that .of ime who hpid 
theirn he had so eomptete powei* of pro- 
tecting ber^ he coofessed he s^aould have 
beep yfiry uneasy^ and wpuld liave dis- 
patched persons in quest of them. But, 
in t^e /company of the Master o£ Eavjens- 
woods he knew his ^daughter had nothing 
to dread." 

Jli^cy (cominenced some api^ogy for their 
Ipng deliy, but, cooscience-struck, became 
confused p^ she proceeded ; and when Ra^ 
V,enswQod, iCQming to her assistance, ea- 
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deavoured to ^ndet the explf^^tipn Qon- 
plete anid satisf^tory^ he only ioyQly^d 
himself in the sanie dis^rder^ lik^ opp 
who, endeavouring to e?:tii€^te |ii3 pom- 
panion £rom a slou^h^ en.tftn^le^ bim9|^ 

in ^th^e same tenacipu^ P'^WP- ^9^?^ 
be supposed that th^ confusiop ^f |;he tjfp 
youthful lovers ^escaped thg ^b^ery^tiQf^ of 
th^ wily lawyer, ^cpmqtfipq, by habit ^^4 
profession^ fo tr^c^ Jiuman p^tufp tbrQug}i 
all her windings. But it was not his pr(!^. 
s^ent policy fp |^ke gny nqtice of whft he 
observed. He desired to hpjd the Ma$ter 

ot Jtiavenswood bound, Iwt wished that he" 
himself should be free ; and it did not QO 
cur to hioi that his plan might be defeat- 
ed by Lucy's returning tlxe pa^ion which 
be hoped she might inspire. If she should 
adopt sooie romantic feelings towards Ra- 
venswood, in which circumstAnces, or t^he 
positive and absolute opposition of Lady 
Aahton, might render it unadvisiaWe to 
indulge her, the Lord Keeper conceived . 
they might be ea&ily $iipe»c4e4 ^nd fto* 
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nulled by a journey to Edinburgh, or even 
to London, a new set of Brussels lace, a,nd 
the soft whispers of half a dozen of lovers, 
anxious to replace him whom it was con- 
venient she should renounce. This was 
his provision for the worst view of the 
case. But, according to its more probable 
issue, any passing favour she might enter- 1 
tain for the Master of Ravenswood, might { 
require encouragement rather than repres- 
sion. 

This seemed the more likely, as he had , 
tha( very morning, since their departure 
from the castle, received a letter, the con- 
tents of which he hastened to commu- 
nicate to Ravenswood. A foot-post had 
arrived with a packet to the Lord Keeper 
from that friend whom we have alread}^ 
mentioned, who 'was labouring hard un- 
der-hand to consolidate a band of patriots, 
at the head of whom stood Sir William's 
greatest terror, the active and ambitioos 
Marquis of A-*— • The success of this 
convenient friend had been such^ that he 
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had obtained from Sir WiUiam, not indeed 
a directly favourable answer, but certainly 
a most patient hearing. This he had report- 
ed to his principal, who had replied, by the 
andent French adage, ^ Ckdteau qui parle^ 
etjemme quiecautef Vun et V autre va se ren^- 
ireP A statesman who hears you propose 
a change of measures without reply, was, 
according to the Marquis's opinion, m the 
situation (^ the fortress which parleys, and 
the lady who listens, and he resolved to 
press the siege of the Lord Keeper. 

Tbe packet^ therefora. contained ale^ 
tec from his friend and ally, and another 
from himself to the Lord Keeper, frankly 
offering an unceremonious visit. They 
were crossing the country to go to the 
southward-«*«the roads were indifierent-^ 
the acxommodation of the inns as execrae- 
bltt as possible-f-the Lord Keeper had 
been long acquainted intimately with one 
of his correspondents, and though more 
slightly known to the Marquis, had ye| 
enough of his Lordship's acqusuntance to 
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f^i^er the visit ju^QScieirily x^alwr^l, and to 
^hi^ the ip^uths xff thoKe who might hi^ 
dttfpose^ jljp ^rni^Mte it t^ a ppliUc^l ior 
trij^me. IJe iiist^»% 9qc(Bjp|.€i4 the iOiSbne^ 

^tj^fi^fti^ of t^pir views ti»n r^i«^ow (^ 
W^h he imeant lxi« ©yp gjBjf-inteJWsst) 
sbpy^ pUtinl^ ppiojt QjUi tQ hi«> as p^gf^i-^ 
7yo CHTcu^^ce^ particwlariy dcljghitr 
ed ^9J J tlie pf esewce .of S^veiaswwd, wwJ 
the absMce of hj§ pwn ]^y. By hmug 
.the former uadc*r^i«j ronf ht* ponff "^^^ ^"'* 



might be aiblis t0 quash aU sueh haaardotis 
and hostile proceedings as he might other* 
isrise have been angled hi, under the pa- 
tmnage <of the Manqpits ; and Lu^y^ he fore- 
saw, would toMke^ for his trnmediate pur^ 
pose of dehy aod procrastinalioci^ a much 
better mistress of his family than her mo- 
ther, who woiuhiy he was ^ure, in some 
shape er other, contrive to flisooficert his 
poliitical Sichemes by her proud and impla- 
cabie temper. 



His anxious solicitations that the Mas- 
ter would stay to receive his kinsman, were 
of course readily complied with, since the 
ecclairdssement which had taken place at 
the Mermaiden's Fountain had removed all 
wish for sudden departure. Lucy and 
Lockhard had, therefore, orders to provide 
all things neeessary in their different^part- 
ments, for receiving the expected guests, 
with a pomp and display of luxury very 
uncommon in Scotland at that remote pe« 
riod. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

^ MaralL SiXj tihe man of honour's caatt, 
Newijal^ted 

Overreach. In without reply, 

< 

And do as I command.— 
Is the loud music I gave order for 
• Heady to receive Mm ?— 

New Way to Pay Old Delis. 

Sia William Ashton, although a man 
of sense, legal information, an d-great prac- 
tical knowledge of the woiid, had yet some 
points of character which corresponded 
better with the timid ity of his disposition 
and the supple arts by which he had risen 
in the world, than to the degree of ami- 
nence which he had attained ; as they tend- 
ed to shew an original mediocrity of under- 
standing, however highly it had been culti- 
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yated, and a native meanness of disposition* 
however carefully veiled* He loved the 
ostentatious display of his wealth, less as a 
man to whom habit has made it necessary, 
than as one to whom it is still delightful 
from its novelty* The most trivial details 
did not escape him ; and Lucy soon learn- 
ed to watch the flush of scorn which cross- 
ed Ravenswood's cheek, when he heard her 
father gravely arguing with Lockhard, nay, 
even with . the old housekeeper, upon cir- 
cumstances which, in families of rank, are 
left uncared for, because it is supposed im- 
possible they can be neglected, 

" I could pardon Sir William," said Ra- 
venswood one evening after he had left the 
room, " some general anxiety upon this 
occasion, for the Marquis's visit is an ho- 
nour, and should be received as such ; but 
I am worn out by these miserable minutiae 
of the buttery, and the larder, and the very 
hen-coop — they drive me beyond my pa- 
tience J I would rather endure the poverty 



«f Wdlf 8 Criigi diatt bi pestered ilidi the 
wfealA of Ria,vens\*rood Castle." 

« Arid ye<i** skid Lucy, *♦ it was by at- 
tention iA these minutiae that my fa^c^r 

■ 

adquited th6 pro|)erty'' 

" Which' ifay aticiisltors sold for lack of 
it," atisWered RaViriswdod. •* Be it so ; a 
pTort^r still bears but a burlheri, though tlie 
bdrtheh be of gold."* 

^ Lucy sighed ; she perceived too plainly 
that h6r lo^er held in scorn the manboBs 
ahd habits of a father, to whom she had 
Idng looked up as her best and most par^ 
* tial friend, whose fondness had ofien.coiv- 
aoled her for her mother's contempfiious 
harshness. 

"thd Idvers sobh discovered that they 
differed upon othfer and no less important 
topics. Religion, the mother of pe^ce* 
was, in those days 'of discord, so much mis* 
construed and mistaken, that her rules and 
ibrms were the subject of the most oppo- 
site opinions and the most hostile animosi^ 
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ties. The Lard Kieeprrt beipg a wh^, wa9^ 
lof course^ a presbyterian^ and bad found it 
iMnyeaient^ at dififerent periods, to e^ipresa 
greater zeal for the kirk, than perhaps he 
really felt. His family, equally of coime, 
weie trained under the same iostitutiom Ra- 
veflswoody as we know, was a High-Church 
man, or Episcopalian, and frequently ob< 
Jected to Lucy the fanaticism of aome of ^er 
iiwjfi QomoHinipn, while she in^ated^, ra- 
ther than expressed, horror at the latitudi* 
i^Han principles which, she had been tai^t 
to think conoected with the prelatical form 
of ehurch^-goverameot. 
,' Thus, although their mutuid affectaoa 
aeemed to increase rath^ than to be dimir 
fHshed, as their characters opened, morf 
^Uy on each other, the fee)iag8 of each 
tV9ete miagled with some less agreeable in* 
^edlents* Lucy felt a secret awe^ amid 
all her affection for Ravenswood. His soul 
^was of ad higher, prouder character, thap 
.those witb whom she had hithertp mixed 

VOL. ih o 
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in intercourse ; his ideas were move fierce 
itiA free ; and he coritemfied many of the 
0}>{nioti9-which bad been ineulcated upoa 
her, lis chiefiy demanditig her yeaem^M^ 
On the either hatid» Ravemwoed saw in 
Lacy a soft aird fiexibie character, wfaidn 
in Hi^ ejres at least, seetned too susceptible 
df beihg itioidded to any form by those 
with iKrhom she lived* He felt that kts 
own temper required a partnw of a mott 
independent spirit, who conkl set sail with 
htm on- his bourse of life, resolved as him<- 
Self ti» dare in^iaOferently liie storm *ad 
the favouring breeze. But Lucy was so 
beautiAil, "SO devotedly stttacdied to bim, 
of a temper so exqiusitely soft "land kiftd, 
{hat, while he coald have wished it weve 
jl^ssible fo inspire her with a greater de^ 
gree of firmness and resolution, and While 
he sometimes became impatient of the ex- 
treme fear which she expressed of ilieir 
Uttacbment beirig prematurely dkcovered, 
he felt that the softness of a mind, amoimt- 
ing almost to f eefa^nesa^ rendered her 
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even dearer to Titm, as a being who had 
voluntarily clung to him for protection, 
and made him the arbiter of her fate 
for weal or woe. His feelings towards her 
at such moments, were those which havte 
been since so beautifully expressed by our 
immortal Joanna BailUe : 



<€ 



Thou sweetest things 



That e'er did fix its lightly-fibred sprays 
To the rude rock^ ah ! would'st thou cling to me i^ - 
- Rough and storm- worn I am— yet love me as 
Thou truly dost^ i will love diee again 
"Willi Ivne audi honatt heart, tiunigh all unmeet 
.To.betbe loate of such sweet geatleaess." 

Thus the very points in which they dif- 
fered, seemed, in some measure, to ensure 
the continuance of their mutual affection. 
If, indeed 9 they had so fully appreciated 
each other^s character before the burst of 
passion in which they hastily pledged their 
faith to each other, Lucy might have fear- 
"cd Ravenswood too much ever to have 
loved him, and he might have construed 
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her softness and docile temper as imbcKiiK- 
ty, rendering her unworthy of his regard. 
But they stood pledged to e»ch other ; and 
Lucy only feared that her lover's 4>ride 
might one day teach him to regret his at- 
tachment, Ravenswood that a mind so duc- 
tile as Lucy's might, in absence or difficul- 
ties, be induced, by the entreaties or influ- 
ence of those around her, to renounce thfe 
engagement she had formed. 

" Do not fear it," said Lucy, wheil, 
upon one occasion, a hint of such suspi* 
cion escaped her lover j " the ikiirrors WMibh 
receive the reflection of all stidc^sivtt' oft* 
jects are framed of hard materials like glate 
or steel — the softer substances, when tb^ 
receive an impression, retain it undefacedT* 

«* This is poetry, Lucy," said RaveoiB- 
wood; ** and in poetry there is always fid- 
lacy, and sometimes fiction." 

** Believe me then, once mcn^, in honest 
prose»" said Lucy, " that, though I will »€. 
ver wed man without the^ consent of my 
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pilreotsy yet neither force nor persuasion 
flfliijUl dispose of my hand till you renounce 
Jhe right I have given you to it." 
z- The lovers had ample time for such ex- 
planations. Henry was now more seldom 
their companion, being either a most unwiU 
ling attendant upon the lessons of his tutor^ 
&r a forward volunteer under the instruc* 
ittons of the foresters or grooms. As for 
the Keeper, his mornings were spent in his 
atuify, maintaining correspondences of all 
kinds, and balancing in his anxious mind 
the varu>us intdligence which he collected 
fipom every quarter concerning the expect^ 
ed* change of Scottish politics, and the pro- 
bable strength of the parties who were 
about to struggle for power. At other 
. tiflpiea he busied himself about arranging*! 
iMud countermanding, and then again ar- 
ranging, the preparations which he judged 
necessary for the reception of the Marquis 

of A -, whose arrival had been twice 

delayed by some necessary cause of deten- 
tion. 
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In the mid$t of all these various ^xioeSc^ 
tioQs, political and dome&tic» he aftemefl 
not to observe how much his daughter aod 
b^s guest were thrown into each other's so^ 
wety, and was ceasured by many of hjis 
neighboursy according to the fiishion of 
jjieighbaurs in all countries^ fpr sufferiog 
such an intimate connection to take plaM 
betwixt two young persons* The wly iWt 
tural explanation was, that he des^ne^ 
them for e^ich other ; while, in trutW ^ 
only motive was to temporize and prm:msk 
timi^ until Ixe sliouid ^ncoYet }}«&. Mil 
extent of the interesit wUoh the Marqmt 
4jDok m Ravenswood's aflittrS) and tlie pewer 
,^hich he wiis lUcely to pmsestof sd^aisciu^ 
tb^m. Until these points should be nftde 
both clear and manifest, the Lord K^Mper 
resolved that he would do nothing t& omu^ 
mit himself, either m one shape or €itkm% 
nand, like many cunning persons, he oireTk- 
reached himself deplorably. 
. A^tnongst those who had been disposed 
to censure, with the greatest severity,; tfab 



nmduct of Sir Wifiitm AshUm^ m percukr 
iiog Ibe pni^ngdi resktejioe ^ Bamnft- 
,wMd binder his rao^ and Jita coostimt ajb- 
imiffaiiiee oo Misa Aahtoo» was tbe new 
Xoifd of QininghMfk^ and Ina £iitliA4 
squire and bottle-]iotder» pemonagna fofw- 
«aly wriL l^mmii to m by tbe Wkwm of 
liajfdMn Awt Jhdlshw^ a«d hit Qoaqiaiu#» 
6a{dlatt Omigmg^ Tine former had aW 
yeadgr aweoeedad to ihe ej3t$«sive proyperty 
of i his long^Hvtd ^fMd-MiiHft and to^ c^nti^ 
dttib)e:.wftaHli JMatdfiw ifUob be bad om* 
^tej^ jo. radi^emiog Wa pateruftl m^ 
^ Mierttite ft pyogtwnt ig to wbi^h be atiU 
i^lioae to be dM^atod*) notivithatjHidtng 
6aptom Cnugfangalt had proposed lo hm 
a mmt adwntagaoua mode ^ voting tbi^ 
immey. in La^'a ^ebeme* which waa jaat 
llifn aat abroach^ and offered his aervicea' 
to tt»v^ espitaa to Paiia i^ the purpoa^ 
Bat Bueklavv^ had no far derived wisdom 
firofls adversity, tbat.fce wo^d lifiten to no 
^oposal whid) Craigengelt qoiild iovenV 
InxriDg a teedaacy to «i^ l^a fiewly-«cqi4* ' 
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Kd nddpMidcfice. He that' bad Mere emt 
pease-bannockfly ^Arzfik sour wiifei Md sl0|ri; 
HI the secriBt <!tbkciti« a<f Wol^s Cngi rno^M, 
he Mid/priae good^ke^^d ^^K^llidi^b 
long a* he livedo alii take special 'ciyte«tf. 
ifrer to netd such hoqpilility again. -^i- 
^ Craigengelt, thentfore, fomd hiiudfitt^ 
i^ppoimed in the fissl hopea he had eMctu 
tsaiied of making a goed baud of tke&M 

^Beeklaw* Sh;ftl,ho^ivievtr^'hefea|it4«Wli9r 
advantages Irom hia friend's gbod ifbttiliil. 
Bttektew, who hiftd iieuer been «l aM acni* 
f>iilotts m ehnsii^ hia compattioM^ waiec^ 
^eustlifned to, and entertaitted bjr a flfieM^ 
twhom he could ei^r laugh ^wHh elrkw|^ 
at as he h^ a midd, #to m^utd fake; i# 
cording to Scottish phrtse, <^the bit aad 
the buffet^" undelstood all spoltSi whetimr 
without or within doors, nnd, wlieii^^lliK 
Ilraird had a mind for a botlie cf'wiii^ (nd 
infrequent circumstance,) was always read^ 
to jBave hit^ from the scandal of getimlp 
drunk by himself. Upon these terms^Cr^* 
engeto was the fre^ettt, almost the emi* 
stant» inmate of theliotase of Girninghame«, 
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- J^ no tt9^ mod under no ptfa^iUty «C 

eiiemiiilaiiceo, could good hwe been: de-»' 

tindk £pOte Aich . an , iDliaiaey , however its 

tod consequences ^igbt be qualified fagr 

tbe thoroi^h knowle^ which Buddair 

possessed of hiadepei^nVsi chaiicter^ and' 

Ihe ihfgh. co^leviyt in which he hfM iti 

.Botes ctreumstances, stood, this evil co»» 

^HMnioafeioii mm pas^triarly liablie ta cofw 

jnipt.wtkat good prioQiiiles «atore hadiai^ 

.plsolediiiibo patron. . 

i: CrtigeiigeH had never forgiven the soom 

-iM^iWh^^ Rav^swood had torn the 

,;B»sfe:;of eqw fupt omI honesty from hta 

fKHiiiteoatiee j afid .to^ejiasperate Buckhiw/s 

jnasentinent agatast him, was the safest 

rjliede o£ revenge which occurred to his 

4MWafiUy» yet ounaing and maUgnaot dk» 

#nsiti9«« 

He iMTOiight up, on all occasions, the 

stoi^y of , the cbaUeoge, which RavenawOod 
ba^ declined to ^aceept, aiod endeavoured, 
by every poasible insinuation, to make hia 
pfilroo believet that his hMmut wai coa- 



Mitied in briagii^ that amtflir to Ai intie 
bf « ptwent ditoamiMi mlth iU^MtfvsodU 
But respecting tim Bulgect, BadAtw f m^ 
posed on bim, dt lengft, a peratt^tMf 
woiQiiiiid erf* nlenoe* 

i «< I thtnk;' k% Mid, «» the MMter faw 
treated me unlike a geMiemftiif and I iMi 
HDTigkf iie liad loMod me back a ci^sHet 
nswer wtoi I demanded 1^ aatiifiiotiMi 
af oafe<-^B»t he gave me my Kfe enoen-^ 
and, in looking the miHter «v«r at predSiiti 
ipnt fluys^ iMt on equal terms: wi^ htm 
^i^shooild' he drom me again, I 6hldt<;#nA 
di^ the old aeaompt as bakmced, and Mi 
Mastemhip wifl do well t» look to Mm« 
«elf.'^ 

r «< That he should/' re-eokoed Gmfgen^ 
gelt} ^ for iwken you ate io practice^ 
Bucklawy I would bet a magnum yon iertt 
through him befefetke third puss** 
/ «« Then you know nothing ^the mat-^ 
ttr»'' 88ul Backltfw^ ^ and you never mm 
him fencei" 
.¥.Ami Lknow nothing of tbct mat^f? 



i# 



W» ^^9od ijeil^^ I jpf oipjae. ) l a i i " Wd thongji 

4MilJbeto«t Mmmmu JSttgAM'^^MhtoU vrfap 
Ipfw tbe^twtriMojtre.i^tfnHM^rat P«iis$ mi^ 
have I nbt h%&k at JSjgiior P#«Q'0 afc V^ 
/•iliae, «0d Meinliierr iD)«r«iiait>«eii attVien- 
M, Md liypd^ I wit MQp. all ibdr fiiij?'' t 
* << 1 don't know wbethec jioii kne mt 
«otr Mid BmUm^ ; ^ but mimt inbimt 
itytMoghjmhad?^ . y 

i ^^ <QBly tiftt 1 «riH ibe d^-nl if ever I 
law Firench^ Italiaii^ « HigliiiDHtdiiilan 
ti^tfriaahe loot, liaiadt MditjM^ kaq^ time 
JMlf^ niril4Mi fou, BttoUaffif;/' > t 

- H I beUe«e jreu lie^ /Ccalgif^''' aaid Pack- 
ymy^hameMTf I caa luild oijr wi^n^fsfiA^ 
-mib^aiiigie npiei» biidMnrad; «w>cd ^^ 
dagger, t)raadkOTr0Hl,.or^cMa eC fanlebifMi 
i^aad i tiiat^ aa nmcb aa aajf gatflleHiaiL 
teedittMiroftlie^BatMr.'' ^ ; r 

...<! .ak&d ihe doiibkL of slut aipetj-mne 
.fWt.9f,,> buiidK^ kpow/' said Cr;Mg^ 

Uritb the anall airof d> and theB^ ftinn a tlt^. 
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tbey undersumd the iMiUe art of deftotit^i 
Ko«s when I was at Boueo » feh^ j^ewi 
1^5, there >Rras a CSbavaltee de Chi^^iMai 
and I went to the Operai ytAtemm^^imrndx 
thM0 bits of EngUiib^^ biriue»^^ > « 

'<*l8 ka long story you are ff^uig*$4mb 
tell f*^ said BucUnwt mtttraptiiig Iwnitill^:. 
out ceieiBmQr.. ^ . - rt 

^ Jost as you fiket" aiswBced .tb« {Mldlk 
ske^ •« for we aoade short work.ofit^'' j .^^ S 

<' Th«i^ I like it short;' said lliiQiU«r» > 
••is it serious or neriy ?• 

•• Devilisb serionst I assure you* 
tbey found it $ for the oberalier and'^iM.,! ^i n 

•• Then Idon't like it at aU»'' aaid &i«k^: 
law ; •• so fill a briaQiner oC my mdd wptie's 
ekrety reiM; her haurt 1 Aod, as the W^slflrnA^ . 
man says, Simdk^biah m Mmli^r ^ 

••That was what tough oW Sk.S^tm 
Dbu used to m,f to me wheu * J(; wks out 
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*^ Cut ft driok with a tale ;*' equivalent to the EngL 
ISA tri^e of « ii«<Mi cmf$k3iwsmf4^*t ft^tnA ^^ 



^•.1 



ililll tbe tnetalM kd9 in 16^ 'Cnigen* 
griV beuaed tosay^ f you are » pretty « 
ftfMr 'as wet heB steel iti hia grif), but 
yteOiftve oatf ftfiilt' " 

' ^ If he btd4cii^^ii you aa long^ as I bavii 
dMie^^* :fl«id Bueklaw, <« he would hair? 
fimftd Mi iom^ twenty more ; bat hang 
long storieSy gti^e us your toasts man/' 

*^Cii^gm^It rmor went a tiptoe to- the 
dooTy peeped w^, slmt H esr^ffaHys, caase 
btofe'agirfl^^Mshipped hia tarnished gold- 
laeed hat on one side of bis head, took his 
glas» m one hand, aad touching the hilt td 
huk^hMgw iwitb 4he other^ named^ ^* Tb# 

!^* I tell you' ivlM^tit is, Captain Craigen- 
g^"* said BQeklaw; '^ I shall keep my 
m<nd to myself o^ -tiiese snti^ects, having 
toavflsud^ respeet foor the memory of my 
vi^npraWe aunt OirmngtiMi to pnt her lands 
m^^ ttnemf nta ift the way pf .co^imittiiig 
treasi^n Ag»i|ist:est/iblishe449tbo Pring 
oi^.]^iQlg44fv^8 to^dinl^u^h* Captain, mkh 
thirty thousand pien at hit bajck/ and III 
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tdl you wbst I ttrink ab#iit liir tMe f fait 
%d for nnmiBg my neck into m noose^ «nd 
%iy good broad Itndt into the statutory f«^ 
nalties^ < in that case, iaade and piei^Mt" 
^reiy upon it you wftt And uie oo «uoli fbA 
"So when you mean to vapour with yem 
3ianger and your dram-cup'in rappott of 
treasonable toaHtB, you fliurt find youp'fi- 
Mqiior and company dsei^re*'* 
' -^ Well, Aen,*^ said Craigeiigiiti *rmam 
itie toast yourself, and he it what it ^HH 
^4i pledge you were ^t a iidle *to 'ite' bot- 
tomi" 

' << And 141 give you a ioist that il^Bewes 
it, my boy," said Bueklaw ; ** wfaat -aigr 
•you to Miss Luey AsfetohT* 
X « Up with it^" said Hit Captain, as te 
lossed off his 'Imtsiteer, ^ th« bonniest 'ktts 
lii Ldthian-^What a pity the eld mMk- 
^rawing wfugamore, 'her fadier, ii^ nltoeft 
Iko tfaitiw her away upon that nig-^ ptSib 
<knd beggary, the Master of Ra^^^a^viooA.^ 
' <« lltat^s iiot qerite so eliei»/' saM Bdi^ 
W^in « tone, wW<*i ^tl^ng* ft^^ 



i«iilbrelifi c^tflM Hi odtnpMionffi eager 
cmhskfi and hot that only, but sho bts 
licpe of working himsdf Htto fiotne sort of 
ooKfidenee^ ^wllieb might make him neces* 
sarjr to im ^urtmti^ 'bcteg by no idtatis sa-' 
tii^d to rest on mere 8ttflferance» if he 
could fornix* by art or indastry, a more 
j^mttftetit title to his favour* 

•<< I thottg>ht,^ «aid he, lAer a momenfft' 
paase, *^ that was a settled matter-*-»t}iey^ 
are contsnuaUy tege^r» and nothing else 
19 fipekenol' betwixt Lammerlaw and Trap«- 
rain*'* 

' •< l%ey<may 'Say wiiat tiiey pJease,* re-* 
][^d Ms patron, <<'but I know better, and' 
rU give you Miss Lucy A^hton'd heaHh* 
2^aiB, my ^Miy.** 

« And I would drink it on my knee^^^i 
said Craigengdt, << if I thought the glil 
h^ "the spirit to jflt that d— d scm dP a 
Spaniard.'* 

' ^ I am to reqcttst you w91 not use thr 
Word jilt and M ias Aiihton^ name toge- 
iher/* said Bu(^dawt g^'ftveiy. - i 



^< Jilt, did I My ?--dmMrd» my kd ^of 
atrepr^^y Jove, I meMt, U> my tdiic^d^'' 
replied Cra^QgeH» ** 9aad I. hope iriif^, 
discard hiip like a syiaU cM^d al piquf^ 
tfkd take in the Kyig ^^ £k«rtii o^ JlfBgf^rt; 
j^tyet^— ^ 
. ** Bui what 2*' said hm pfttrcm, / - 

i< But yet l:know £oT oertajii th^.^iMy^ 
h|Ours together al9fle» ,and in the mw^9 md 
the fields." 

that wiU be soon put out of the lasa^.hoaf^e 
if it ever gets into it^" answered BueUaw», 
<< And now fill your glass again, C^i^taw^i 
I aqa going to, make yoa happji^~-l apa jih 
ifV to let yoii^ int<). a Meret a ploA--^: 
noosing plot— -only the noose is l^ut if p.: 
picaL" . .• 

<f A marrying matter ?' said Cri^engiit^ 
npd his jaw fell as he asked the quealibA j 
for he su^ected that matrimony would r^t^, 
der his situation atGirninghamemiiQh mwe 

prjeq^Ms^than dttfiog the joUy dnys^ <^l#^; 
patron's bachelorhoods 
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** Ajj 9 ixuurriage, mati^'* mi Backlaw i 
«< but ^herafere droops tiiy mighty spirit; 
and why grovr the rabies on «hy cheek so 
pitted i The btoerd will have ar'oorrier, and* 
the 0orner #ili have m teentelieri and the 
trencher will have a gkss beside it ; and 
the board^eed ishall be fiUedt and the 
tteilck*!^ and the glass ihatt he repttoished 
(hf 4)iee» if ail the pettiooats in Lothian 
had swam the contrary—* Wfaat« man! I 
anriKrir tin i)Oy to put m^lf into leading 
stiiags.^ ^ ■ ■ "» 

^* So says many an honest fiBHowi* said 
Graigengelt, ^ and some of my special 
friends ; but, curse me if I know th6 rea« 
son, the women conld neirep bear me. and 
aini^ys contrived to trundle me <Mit of fa- 
vour before the honey-moon was over/*- ' 

V ^ IF you could have kept your ground 
tor that was over, you might have made a 
gtipd year's p^nstoui" said Buckiaw. 

' ^ But I never could;'' answered the de- 
jected paraaite; ** there was my Lord Cas* 
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tle^Cttddsr-^Hve were bud aad glote^^I 
rode his fao MBO ■ ■ ■ i b orrotred moaey^ both fyr 
bkn and froia lum-^tniiied hi» hsLwim, and 
tanglvt biot; hmw to Jay bis beta ; and wbeo 
belod^ SL-fnacy c£ aiarrjmg, I marmd batt 
to Kiiik Geksgi^ mhmn I tfaougbt mjmtf.ai 
awe of as man. could be laf amaaii;. £^Ki^ 
iba had laecHtt of tbe bouaB, sAM I badxan 
0B viieels^ wtbib the first fdrtnigbt^'? 

«« Wflili' repliad fiiiokiaw '^ i tbink I 
^e QOtbing of Gasdb-Guddy abmifc aas^ 
or Lucy of Katie Glegg. But "yem-Me 
file tbing. will go oii wbetber yen like it or 
iK>*-«4be only <qiifation i8» will jtn^bem^ 

Mr 

: *^.\he£iA ?-^aod to tbee^ my wlad' of 
laads^ my daritog boy, whom. I vooid 
traitip bare»£»Qted iJirough the iKOiMlbri 
4'**4(umie time, place, mode^ and circum- 
a(ta«fece» andisea if I wHl not be useftil^ia 
all use&that can be devised*" 

^< Whyy iJieni you most j?ide two: hon^ 
didi miles for m%^ sakl the |iatrao. 
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tfaoiisftiid* andi call ^lem a flea'li 



letip^" ansinemd the dependent; ^ 
tuiuie sftddie mj heme diroctlyJ' 

'* Bettor afcqr tiU you know ithaca 3Faai 
aKr ta gOt :8nd viiat yon ate to do^" qnalh. 
Buckfam. ^ Yott knonr 1 ha^e a kinsaKa-y 
iQan an NooAtiBiberland, Lady Btenkeuafi 
by natter whose old aoq^oaaatanae I hadf 
the misfartinia to lose in the pecaod of nyt 
poverty, but the Jiglit of wfaoae eaattti^ 
teK!e ahoDe facth upon me when Ae son 
^jmf proipntity bq^an im ariw*** > 

^ D — n all such douUe-fiieed j^aAmih 
eadaiaiad'Craigensdt^ ihaoieally^ f* Ihia 
I. will say ibr Jbhn Craigengdt, that heoit 
Us &iei)d'B friend thitatgh good repMt imk 
bad xeptarty poverty and nohas ; and yaw 
knotw 90B3Aihmg of that yMxadi^ Book4 
law." . > 

. ^^ I iiave not forgot yoni merits,'^ said 
bb patron ; ^' I do remember^ that, in .m}r 
extremiliesy you had a mind> to crns^ me 
for the B&Bwk^ oi the. Frenck kag, or ef 
the Pretender J and, moreover, that you 



afterwards letit me a score of pieceis, what;^ 
sis I firmly bdieire, you bad beard tbe nkws^ 
that old Lady Girningion had a toudhti9# 
the dead palsy. Bat doo't bb do^n-^biSHi 
Jtilmi I beliieve» after all, you Bke-fM 
very wieiU in yoar wi^, and it is. mf isii»^ 
Ibrtttneto have no better MuncHettor^oit 
piiBseiit«-i»To ctturo tO'thitLady Btoidiea» 
mifpj you tnuat know Ae is a (^ose eoi^Sf^ 
derate of BucbesB Sarab.'* : j; 

;. «• Wiiat, of 8dl Jemiinga I'^ exdaiioed 
Graigeogeltf ^^theii she most be a good 



ooe^** 



' ^* HoM your tongne, and keep join 
Tory rants to yonrsdf, if it be ponttAe^f 
iMd Bucklaw ; <M teit you^ that thrMgb 
the Duohess^of'Mtolboraugh haa this Nor^ 
thumbrian oousin of n}ine become a ccmi^ 
of Lady Asbton, the Keeper's wife, or^ I 
fiiay say, the Lord K^per'^ Lady Keeper^ 
ud she has fiivoured Lady' Btenkeiisc^ 
with a visit on her return from L<m^lti, 
aid is just now at her old mansion^Iiouse 

r ' " 



' * 1 
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^.(lie banks of the Wansbeck. Now, sic; 
iia.it has been the U3e aod wont of these 
ladies io ooBstder their husbands as of no 
ii^portaoce iQ themaDageffle&tof'Uieir'Owxi 
&iiiiites, it has been their present pleasure 
. witb<Mit comuliing Sir William Ashtoilt to 
.put on j^ Aynt a matrimonial alliance, to 
be C9indu4ed between Lucy Asbton m^ 
mf 0wn right honourable self, Lady Afb^ 
ton acting as self*eonstiluted plraipoten^ 
tht^im the part of her daughter and lius- 
hmif snd Mother Bie»ken8Qp» equally uOr 
accredited, doing me the honour to be^j 
iiapffea^tativek Ypu ^ay.auppose I was4 
little lurt^ni^ed when I found that a treal^^ 
in which -I was fo considerably intereatedf 
had advaiui^d i^ipfpd wi^ before I was even 
consulted*^ 
. «< Capot me if Itltink that was acconl< 
mg to the ryjkf^jQiiprthe g^me," sind his coii;» 
fidant; '« and pfity^ what answer did you 
return?^ 

. .«f Why^ my first thougiit was to send 
the treaty to the devil, and the negocia- 
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tors along with it, for a couple of med^ 
dKng old women ; my next was to laugh 
Tcry heartily; atid my third and last was a 
settled opinion that the thing was reasona- 
ble, and would suit me well enough.** 
'- •* Why, I thought you had never seen 
the wench but once — and then she had 
her riding-mask on — ^I am sure you told 
me so." 

'<< Ay — -tut I liked her very well then. 
And Ravenswood's dirty usage of rae — 
i^dtting me out of doors to din6 with the 
lacqueys, because he had the Lord Keeper, 
forsooth, and his daughter, to be guests in 
bis beggarly castle of starvation — D — n 
tne, Craigengelt, if 1 ever forgive him tiH 
I play him as good a trick.'* 

" No more you should, if you are a hA 
of mettle,*' sard Craigengelt, the matter 
now taking a turn in which he could syfit^ 
pathize ; ** and if you carry this wench 
from him, it will break his heart/' ' 

« ITiat it win not,** said Bucklaw ; <^*his 
beart is all steeled over with reason and 



]^iito90p|iyi«-*tfaittg» that yen, Ccaigie^ know 
nothing about more than myself, Ood liei|^ 
Dfte— ^^t it mU break his pride thoogh, 
aad that'a what l*m driving at.*" 

<< Distance ne,'' sfrid Oaigengek, ^ b«t 
I know the reason now of his unmstrngrlf 
fe^avkmr at kis oM tumble«d0wn tower 
yiMaider-^Asbftmed^ your company pt^— hih 
no ! — GmI, he was afraid you would cut in 
and csivy off 4Jie girl." 

'< £fe! Craigettgett?" said BucUaw^ 
«< do you teaUy think so ?<^but »s no M 
he is a deviUsh deid ptettitt man than I 

tan."" 

«f WhoNi-^f' ettdaimed the parasite-^ 
«« he is as Mitok as tbe'onMics and for lua 
siare--4ieVa tail felow^ to be snre^but givQ 
me a tight, stout, middle-sised"-*-*^ 
^ .«<. Rague on &ee !*' said Bucklaw, kom 
rupting liim, ^ and on me itar listening to 
yacmi^^ou wonld si|y as mndiiif I were 
bimoh4Mu^ed. But as to Ravenswoodi^ 
ke Jms 4cept no terms with tte^ru kwp 
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tiooe with hiin<«-4f I can win tJiit ^1 £KNt 
ttim, 1 MiW win her." 

" Win her ?-^*5btood, yOu shall win her, 
point, quinty and quato^^ my kii^ of 
trdmpSH^you shall p^ue, repique^ and ca- 
pot hhn,** : 

V /* Prithee, stop thy gaAibU»g «aDt for 
one iAstanti^ said BuckUw* <^ Thioga have 
come thus far, that I have, entertained th^e 
proposal of my kinswoman, agreed to the 
terms of jointure, amount of fortune^ and 
•o fwth, and that the affair is to go forward 
vhen Lady Ashton comes down, for she 
takes her daughter and her son in her own 
hand. .Now, they want me to send up a 
confidential person with some writings^'' 

^< By this good wine, I'll ride to the esid 
of the- world— the very gates of Jericho^ 
»id the jiidgment-seat of Fr(sst^ JohOy for' 
thee," ejacnlated the Captain. . 
,.«VWhy, i believe you woirid do soaie- 
thing for me, and a giseat deal foryouradf. 
Now» any one could cairy the writings j 
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%ttt j0d will h^ve a little more to do ; you 

must contarive to drop out before tny Lady 

Ashton, just as if it were a matter of little 

coiilse^ueiicey i&e residence of Ravens wood 

at her husband's house, and his xylose inteiv 

course with Miss Ashton^ «nd you may tell 

^4leF, tiiat all the country talks of a visit from 

^he Marqtiis of A ^^ ■, as it is supposed, to 

"tnake up the match betwixt Ravenswoo4 

^lid htt dmighter. I should like t6 hear 

what ^e says to all this ; for, rat me, if I 

have any Mea of starting for the plate Ht 

all if 'RaVenswood is to win the race, and 

he has odds agaiost^ me already/', 

• '-'^ Never a bitr^the wench has too much 

senser— and in that belief I drink heir health 

a third time ; and, were time and place fit^ 

ting, i would drink it on bended knees^ 

>«fnd - be that would not pledge me, I would 

wake his guts garter his stockings." 

*• Hark ye, Craigengelt ; as you are go* 
'%Qig into the society of Womdn .of tank,** 
fiilid Biickiffw, <^ PU thank you to forget 

v^L- n. K 
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your strange blackguard oatlis and dsmnM'a 
,~ril write to them, though , that yoit ^ate 
m blunt untaught fellow/' 

" Ay, ay,** replied Craigengelt ; •• a frfariiH 
blunt, honest, down-right soldier.** 

<* Not too honest, nor too much of tbe 
aoldier neither ; but, such as thou art, it is 
my luck to need thee^ for I must have spurs 
put to Lady Ashton's motions.'^ 

•* ril dash them up to the roweUhead^^ 
said Craigengelt ; ^^ i^e shall come here at 
the gallop, like a cow chased by a whole 
nest of hometSi and her tail twisted over 
her rump like a cork-screw.'' 

1* And hear ye, Craigie,* said Bucklaw ; 
^' your boots and doublet are good' enough 
to drink in, as the man says in the play, 
but they are somewhat too greasy for tea- 
table service*~prithee, get thyself a little 
better rigged-out, and here is to pay M 
charges.'' 

^ Nay, : BucklaW'^-on my soul, inaa~ 
you use me iU-<'«^weYer»'* added Graigent- 
gelt, pocketting the money, << if ydu will 
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hw^ lAQ 8P faf indebted to you, I mpst ba 

** Well« horse and away I* said the pa* 
^mi, ^ 80 sooji 86 you have got y4Hir ri- 
ding livery ki .trim^ You may ride Hie 
l>laek<ct^>earT-^aBd hark ye» riimake you 
a present of him to boot." 

^< I drink to the good luck of my mia- 
sion,'' answered the ambassador^ ** in a 
half-pint bumper.** 

*' I thank ye, Craigie, and pledge you— 
I see nothing against it but the father or 
the girl taking, a tantrum, and I am told 
the mother can wind them both round her 
little finger. Take care not to affront her 
with any of your Jacobite jargon." 

^< O ayi true — she is a whig, and a friend 
of old Sail of Marlborough— thaiik my stars, 
I can hoist any colours at a pinch. I have 
fought as hard under John Churchill as 
ever I did under Dundee or the Duke of 
Berwick." 

" I verily believe you, Craigie," said the 
lord of the mansion } ^* but, Craigie, do 

t 



1T2 



TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 



JOU9 pray, step ddwn to t\fe cellar and 
fetch us up a bottle of the Burgundy^ 
1678 -^it is in the fourth bin from the 
right-hand tum-^— And I say, Craagie^ — ^yoii 
may fetch up half-a-dozen whilst you^ are 
about it-— Egad, we'll make a night on't.^ 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

And soon th^ spied the meriy-men green. 
And eke the coach and four. 

Duke upon Jhikf. 

CEAiaENOELT set forth on his mission, 
so soon as his equipage was complete, 
prosecuted his journey with all diligence, 
and accomplished his commission with all 
the dexterity for which Bucklaw had gi- 
ven him credit. As he arrived with cre- 
dentials from Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, he 
^as extremely welcome to both ladies ; 
and those who. are prejudiced in favour 
of a new acquaintance can, for a time 
at least,^ discover excellencies in his very 
faults, and perfections in his deficiencies. 
Although both ladies were accustomed to 
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good society, yet, being predetermined to 
find out an agreeable and well-behaved gen- 
tleman in Mr Hayston's friend, they suc- 
ceeded wonderfully in imposing on them- 
selves. It is true that Craigengelt was now 
handsomely dressed, and that was a point 
of no small consequence. But independent 
of outward shew, his blackguard impudence 
of address was construed into honourable 
bluntness, becomitig his supposed military 
profession ; his hectoring passed for cou* 
rage, and his aauciness for wit. Lest, how- 
ever, any one should think this a violation 
of probability, we must add, in fairness to 
the two ladies, that their discernment was 
greatly blinded, and their favour propitia- 
ted, by the opportune arrival of Captain 
Craigengelt, in the moment when they 
were longing for a third hand to make a 
party at tredrille, in which ^ as in all games, 
whether of chance or skill, that worthy 
person was a great proficient. 

When he found himself established in 
favour, ills next point was how best t# 



THS BRIDB OW LAMMKBMOOR. 175 

use it for the fwtherance of hia psrtron's 
views. He found Lady Ashton preposu 
sessed strongly in favour of the motion, 
which Lady Blenkensop^ partly from re« 
gaxd to her kinswoman, partly from the 
spirit of match-making, had not hesitated 
to propose to her ; so that his task was an 
easy one. Bucklaw, reformed from his 
prodigality, was just the sort of husband 
is^hic^ she desired to haVe for her Sbep* 
herdess of Lammermoor; and while the 
marriage gave her fortune, and a gentle* 
man. for her husband. Lady Ashton was of 
opinion that her destinies would be fully 
and most favourably accomplished. It so 
cjumced, also, that Bucklaw, among hit 
ivew acquisitions, had gained the managep^ 
xgient of a little political interest in a 
neighbouring county, where the Douglas 
family originally held large possessions. It 
was one of the bosom-hopes of Lady Ash- 
ton, that her eldest son, Sholto, should re- 
present thb county in the Britii^ Pariia- 
ment, and she saw this alliance with Buck* 
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law as a circumstance which might be 
highly favourable to her wishes. 

Craigengelti who in his way by no means 
wanted sagacity, no sooner discovered in 
what quarter the wind of Lady Ashton's 
wishes sate» than he trimmed his course 
accordingly. ^* There was little to pre- 
vent Biicklaw himself from sitting for the 
county-f-he must carry the heat— * must, 
walk the course. Two cousins-germaH— - 
six more distant kinsmen, his factor and 
his chamberlain, were all hollow votes— 
and the Giminghame interest had always 
carried, betwixt love and fear, about as 
many more— But Bucklaw cared no mere 
about riding the first horse, and that sort 
of thingi than he, Graigengelt, did about a 
game at birkie— it was a pity his interest 
was not in good guidance.'^ 
: All this Lady Ashton drank in witb 
willing and attentive ears, resolving inter- 
nally to be herself the person who should 
take the management of the political in- 
iluence of her destined son-^in-law, for the 
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benel^t of her eldest born, Sholto, and ail 
other parties concerned. 

Whein he. found her ladyship thus fa- 
v.ourably disposed^ the Captain proceed- 

,ed, to use bis employer's phrase, to set 
spurs to her resolution, by hinting at the 
situation of matters, at Ravenswood Cas- 
tle, the long residence which the heir 
of that family had made with the Lord 

^Keeper, arid the reports which (though he 
lyould be dr-d ere he gave credit to any 

^f them) had been idly circulated in the 

ijteighboiiirhopd. It was not th^ Captain's 

pue to appear himself to be uneasy on the 

subject of these rqmouj^s i but* he easily 

saw from Lady Ash ton's flushed cbeeb, 

hesitating voice^ and flashing eye, that she 

ha^ caught the alarm which h? intended 

to communicate. She had not heard from 

her husband so often or so regularly as 

she thought him bound, iii duty to have 

written, and of this very interesting in tel- 

ligence, concerning his visit to the Tower 

Qf Wolfs Crag, and the guest, whom, with 

H 2 
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lueh cordiaiIity» he had t^ceived afi Ra- 
venswood Castle, he had suilfered hii lady 
to reodap altogether tglMrratit, tintil she 
taow le^rof d it by the cbatide informatkm 
of a Btratigen Socb concealmefit approach- 
ed, m her apprehMsioti, to a misprrfsion, at 
leaaty of treaion, if not to actoal rebellion 
against her matrimomal authoHly ; and in 
her inward soul did sfl'e swear to take ven- 
geance oil the Lord Keeper, as on a sub- 
ject detected id meditating revolt. Her 
indignation burned the more fiercely, as 
she found herself obliged to suppress it in 
presence of Lady Blenkensop, the kins- 
woman, afu) of Craigengelt, the confiden- 
tial friend of Bucklaw, of whose alliance 
ahe now became trebly desirous, since it 
occurred to her alarmed imagination, that 
lier husband might, m his policy or timi- 
dity, prefer that of Raven^ood. 

The Captain was engineer eiwmgh to 
discover tbat the trsun was fired ; and 
therefore heard, in the course erf* the same 
day^ without the least surprise, that Lady 
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jSdbton had msoked to abridge her visit 
to Lady BlrakeoMp, and set forth with 
the :p6ep of morning on her return to 
Seot}inid, using all the dispaftch whteh the 
state oi the roads, and the mode of travel* 
ling, would posMibly permit 

Ui^appy Lord Keeper l-^liitle was he 
aware what a storm was travetting toward9 
bim in all the speed with which an old- 
ftsbioiied coach and six could possibly 
achieve its journey. He, like Don Gay- 
foos, ♦* forgot his lady fair and true,'' and 
was only sinxious about the expected visit 
of tiie Marquis of A«^*-^--. Soothfast ti» 
^mg% bad assured him that this nobleman 
was at length, and without fail, to lionoiur 
his castle at one in the afternoon, being a 
late dinner-hour} and m^nch was the bustle 
in consequence of the annunciation. The 
Iiwd Keeper traversed the chamb^s, held 
consuitatioii with the butler in the celtars, 
and &ftn v^ituped, at the risk of a cfe- 
mSlSe with a cook, of a spirit lofty enough 
ta acorn the ishiumkioss c^ Lady Ashtoa 
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herself) to peep ioto the kitchen. Satisfied 

at length) that every thing was in as active 

a train of {Hreparation . as was posttble» he 

suoiiBoned Raveaswood and his daughter* 

to walk upon the terrace, for the purpose 

of watching, from that commanding posL> 

ttoU) Ihe evUeft symptoms of Ihs Lord-. 

d>ip's approiich. ^^ fSor this purpost^ witb 

slofr and idle step, he pi^raded the terrac^ 

w|iich, flanked widi a heavy stone battle- 

mentf stretched in front of the castle upon 

a l^vel with the first storey ; while visitors 

fouQd access^ to. the coujt by a projecting 

gatorway, the harti^^Q ot flalj-leaded roof 

of which was acq^ss^ble from the ter];ace 

by ail easy $ght of low and broad steps* 

The whple bore a resemblance partiy to a 

casUe, partly tp. a nobleman's seat ; and 

though oalcoli^ted, in some respects, for 

defence, evinced that it had been con-* 

structed under a sense of the power and 

security of the ancient ^rds of Ravens^ 

wood» 

This pleasant walk commanded a beau- 
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tif^l and eiitenajlve view. Biit what was 
mc^t to. ojur present purpose, . there were, 
sieen ftom ^e terrace two roadi» one lead^' 
^Qg fi:om the eaat, nA one irom the west* 
warcl^ whiiphy crossing a ridge opposed ta 
the eminence on which the. castle stood, at 
dilS^ent angles, gradually approached each. 
Qtiiecj ui^til they joined not far from the. 
gafa^ of the ayenufi^ It was to the west- 
wa^ approaich that the Lord Keeper, from, 
a sort of fidgetting anxiety, his daughter, 
from complajsajpice to him, and Ravens, 
wood, though feeling some symptoms of 
internal impatience, out of complaisance 
ta his daughter, directed their eyes to see 
the precursors oi the Marquis^ approach. 
These were not lon^ of presenting them- 
selves. Two running footmen, dressed in ^ 
white, with black jockey-caps, and long 
static in their hands, headed the train ; 
and such was their agility, that they found 
no difficulty in keeping the necessary ad- 
vance, which the etiquette of their station 
required, before the carriage and horsemen. 



183 TAI.ES OF MY lANDLORD. ^ 

Obwardd tbey came at a long swinging trott 
arguing unwearied speed in their leng^ 
breathed cafling. Sueh ranniog footoiea 
itf e «ften aUoded le in old ptaysi (I would 
particularly instance ^* Mtddletottfs Mad 
World my Masters,") and perhaps may be 
atiU remembered by some old persons in 
Scotland^ as part of the retinue of the ao* 
cient nobility w^ien travelling in full <;6rer 
mony.'^ Behind these glancing meteofSt 



* Hereupon I, Jedediah Cleishbotham^ crave leare 
to remark^ primo, which signifies, in the first places 
that, havhig in vain enquired ttt 'die Circulating Libra* 
ry in Ganderfdengfa, albeit it aboondeth kt iimdar v»* 
nities» £br thia smnyn Middleton and hi» IdM Woili^ 
it was at length shewn unto me amongst other ancient 
fooleries carefully compiled by one Dodsley, who, 
doubtless, hath his reward for neglect of preciouv 
tilae ; and having misused so much of mine as was 
nacessarf for the pFnrpoee, I themn fomid that a plafw 
man is brou|^t in aa^a fckotmao, whom a koaght im 
made to greet facetiously with the epi^et of ^ lin^i 
stocking, and three-score miles a day." 

Sectmdoy (which is secondly in the vernacular,} un* 
der lir PsttiefiaaV f$N9^, ssme mea - Aot aitogetiia; ss^ 
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t^bo footed it « if the Avenger of Blood 
had been behind thenii ctme a cloud of 
dast, nswd by pAei» who preceded, at- 
tcode&f or fidlovred, the state^^Mrkige of 
the Maquis. 

The privifege of nobility, in these day^, 
had sooiething in it impressive oa the ima- 
gination. The dressea «nd liveries and 
mia^ber of their attendants^ their style of 
travellings the imposing, and almost war- 
like air of the armed men who surrounded 



old as he would represent ihem, do remember thif 
species of menial, or fore-runner. In evidence of 
which. If Jedediah Cleishbotham, though mine eyes 
j^ct do roe good service, vemtaanhtt me to have seen 
one of this tribe dothed in white, and hearing a ttaff^ 
who ran daily before the st^te-coach of the mnquhile 
John, Earl of Hopeton, father of this Earl, Charles, 
that now is ; unto, whom it may be justly said^ that 
Rmiown playeth thie pan of a tumifhg fbotman^ or 
jNeiQCiurBor ; ti|d« jM'tiie poet ia3igctfc«^ 

" Mars standing by asserts his quarrel^ 
And Fmne flies aftar with a Uurel.'* 

J.C 
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tliefOf plaoed ' them far above the/ laird, 
x)7ho travelled with, his braoe of fiMtm^i ;. 
apd as to livaliy from the meicantile. part 
of the oommuoityf these would as soon, 
have thought of imitating the. state, equips 
age of the Sovereign. At present it is 
different ; and I oiyselff Peter. Fattieson, in 
a late journey to Edinburgh, had the hof 
Qour, in the Qiail- coach phrMe, to^< change 
a leg*' with a pe^r of the realm. It was 
not so in the days of which I write > and 
the Marquis's approa.Qh^ so long expected 
in vain, now took; place in the full pomp 
pf ancient firistocracy. Sir William Ash- 
toQ was SIP vxiichi interested, in wh^ he be^ 
held, and in considering the ceremonial of. 
reception in case any circumstance had 
been omitted, thai he scarce heurd his sou 
Henry e:^claim^ "there is. another coach, 
and six Qoming dpwn the east, road, papa, 
—will they both belong to the Marquis of 

A-t lengthy wl^eU; the youngster had fair- 
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ly compelled hia attention by pulling hia 

sleeve, 

'^ He turned his eyesj^ and, as h^ tum'd, sujrvey'd 
An awful vision.'^-.— ^ 

Sure enough, another coach and six, 
with four servants or out-riders in attend- 
apce, wa,3 descending the hill from the 
eastward, at sugha p^e as made it doubt- 
ful which of the carriages thus approaching 
from distant quarters should first reach the 
gate at the extremity of the avenue. The 
one coach was green, the other blue } and 
not the green and blue chariots ia the 
Circus of Rome or Constantinople excited 
more turmoil among the citizens than the 
double apparition occasioned in the mind 
of the liOrd Keeper. We all remember 
t^e terrible exclamation of the dyitig pro- 
fligate, when a friea.d» to destroy what he 
supposed the hypochondriac idea of a 
spectre appearing in a certain shape at a^ 
giy^n hoRr, placed before him a person^ 
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; 

drasded up in the manner he described. 
<* Man Dieu /" said the expiring sinner, 
who, it seems, saw both the real and poly- 
grapbic apparition-7-** II y en est deva r 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper was 
scarcely less unplo^ing at the duplication 
of the expected arrival ; bis mind misgave 
him strangely^ There was no neighbour 
who would have approached so unceremo- 
mously^ at ^ time when ceremony was 
held in such respect. It must be Lady 
Asbton, said bis conscience, and followed 
up the hint with an anxious anticipa- 
tion of the purpose of her sudden and un* 
announced return* He felt that he was 

• 

caught ^* in the manner.'* That the com- 
pany in which she had so unluckily sur- 
prised him was likely to be highly distaste- 
ful to her, there was no question ; and the 
only hope which remained for him was her 
high sense of dignified propriety, which, 
be trusted, might prevent a public explo* 
umu Bat so active were }m doubts and 
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fearer, as ^together to derange his purposed 
ceremonial ht the receptioti of the Mar« 
qaii. 

These feelings of apprehension were not 
confined to Sir Wilh'am Ashton. " It is 
my mother — it is my mother,*' said Lucy, 
turning as pale as ashes, and clasping her 
hands together as she looked at Ravens* 
tirood. 

** And if it be Lady Ashton," said her 
lover to her in a low tone, " what can be 
the occasion of such alarm ?-— Surely the 
return of a lady to the family from which 
she has been so long absent, should excite 
other sensations thaathoseof fear and dis- 
may.'* 

"You do not know my mother,** said 
Miss Ashton, in a tone almost breathless 
with terror j *■ what will she say when she 
sees you in this place !** 

«« My stay is too long/* said Ravenswood 
somewhat haughtily, ** if her displeasure 
at my presence is like to be so formidable. 
My dear Lucy,** he resumed, in a tone of 
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soothing encouragementy '< you. are too 
childishly afraid of I^ady Ashton y she is 
a woman of family — a lady of fashion — » 
pef son who must know the world, and what 
is 4ue to. her husband and her husband's 
guests.*^ 

Lucy shook her head ; and, as if her 
n^Qthery still at the di^tauce of half a mile, 
could have seen and scrutinized her de- 
portment, she withdrew herself from beside 
Ravenswood, aad, taking her brother Heur 
ry^s arm, led him to a dififerenj: part of the 
terrace. The Keeper also shuffled down 
towards the portal of the great gate, with^ 
out inviting Ravenswood to abccompany 
him, and thus he remained standing alone 
on the terrace, deserted and shunned, as 
it were, by the inhabitants of the mansion* 

Ttiis suited not the mood of one who 
was proud in proportion to his poverty, 
and who thought that, in sacrificing his 
deep-rooted resentments so i^ a? to be- 
come Sir William Ashton's gqest, he con* 
fi^rred a favour^ and received jpion^. M I 
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can forgive Lacy,'* hfe said to himself; 
<^ she iis youngi timid, afnd conscious of an 
impmtant eDgageinent assumed without 
her mother's sanction ; yet she should re- 
member with whom it ha!( been alssumed, 
and leave me iio reason to suspect that sh6 
is ashaifled of her choice. For the Keeper, 
sense, spirit, and expression seem to have 
left his face smd manner since he had the 
first glimpse of Lady Ashton's carriage. I 
must watdi how this is to end ; land, if they 
give me reason to think myisielf an unweL 
come guest, my visit is sdon abridged." 

With these suspicions floating on his 
mind he left the teri'ace, and, walking t6« 
wards the stables of the castle, gave dlfec- 
tions that his horse should be kept in 
readiness, in case he should have occasion 
to ride abroad. 

lit the meanwhile the drivers of the tw6 

carriages, the approach of which had occa- 

^ siimed so much dismay at the castle, had 

become aware of each other's presence aft 

they approached upon different fines to Hbt 
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head of the aveaue« as a common dentin* 
Ladj Ashton's driver and postillions in* 
stantly received orders to get fonenaost, if 
possible, her ladyship being desirous of diii^ 
patching her first interview with her hm^ 
bandbefore the anival of these guests^ who* 
ever they might happen to be. On the 
other handy the coachman of the Marquis, 
conscious of his own dignity and that of his 
master, and observing the rival charioteer 
was mending his pace^ resplved, like a true 
brother of the whip, whether ancient or mo- 
dern, to vindicate his right of precedence. 
So that, to increase tlie confusion of the 
Lord Keeper's understanding, he saw the 
short time which remained for cfmsidera- 
tion abridged by the haste of the contoid- 
ing coachmen, who, fixing their eyes sternly 
on each other, and applying the lash smart- 
ly to their hordes, bfigan im thunder down 
the descen;t with emulous rapidity, while 
the horsemen who attended them ^w^e 
fioirced to put ojn to a hand gallop. 
Sir Wiltiam's ^y iehance oow i«mam- 



iog was the possibility of an ovjtrturu, md 
thftt his lady or visitor might break their 
necks. I am not aware that he formed 
any diitinct wish on the subject, but I 
have no reason to diink that his grief ia 
either case would have been altogether in- 
coDsoIable. This chance* however, also 
di^peared ; for Lady Ashton, though in« 
sensible to fear, began to see the ridicale 
of running a race with a visitor of distinc* 
tion, the goal being the portal of her own 
castle, and commanded her coachman, as 
they approached the avenue, to slacken his 
pace, and allow precedence to the atrao- 
ger's equipage, a command which he glad- 
ly obeyed, as coming in time to save his 
honour, the horses of the If arquis's cac- 
f iage being better, or, at kast, irei^r than 
his own. He restrained bis speed, there- 
fore, and suffds^ the green coach to enter 
the avenue, with all its i etiooe, wfaidi pass 
it occupied with the speed of a whidWind. 
The Marq^ia's iaoed charioteer no soMer 
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found the jpca d'avance was granted to him^ 
than he resumed a more deliberate pac^ 
at which he advanced under the embower- 
ing shade of the lofty elms, surrounded by 
all the attendants ; while the carriage of 
Lady Ashton followed still more slowly at 
sotne distance. 

In the front of the casti^^ and beneath 
the portal which admitted guests into the 
inner courts stood Sir William Ashton> 
much perplexed in mind, his younger son 
and daughter beside him, and in their rear 
a train of attendants of various ranks, in 
and out of livery. The nobility and gentry 
of Scotland, at this period, were remark- 
able even to extravagance for the number 
of their servsmts, whose services were easi- 
ly purchased in a country where men were 
nuDQterous beyoiid proportion t6 the means 
of employing them. 

The manners of a ni&n, trained like Sir 
William Ashton, are too much at his coni- 
manid to remain loj% disconcerted with the 

8 
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most adverse concurrence of ctrettmstances. 
He receiveiT the Marquis^ as he alighted 
from his equi page, mth the usual compli- 
ments of welcmtie ; and, as he ushered him 
into the great hall, expressed his hope that 
his journey had been pleasant Hie Marquis 
was a tall, welUmade man, with a thought- 
ful and inteUigont countenance, and an 
eye, in which the fire of ambition had for 
some years replaced the vivacity of youth ; 
a bbld,* proud, expression of eountehance, 
yet chastened by habitual caution, and the 
desire which, as the head of a party, he 
Beeessarily entertained of acquiring popu- 
larity« He answered with courtesy the 
courteous enquiries of the Lord Keeper, 
and was formally presented to Miss Ash- 
ton, in the course of which ceremony tlie 
Lord Keeper gave the first symptom of 
what was chiefly occupying his mind, by 
introdui^i^ his daughter as *< his wife, 
liady Ashton.'' 
Lucy blushed ; the Marquis looked sur* 
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of his ' hostess^, and ;tba Lorii KMfoasj'mA 
difictilty . nliied kiiin«IC'jipE.(fim. M9:dbomK^ 
piaiD* ' ^. 1 rtli6cki luwe tTnrfr'nryiTfnigHfr. 
By. lerd^. hat iAe tiutti tsi ^atdbspw^LMi^ 

after yxftuj^'lagdrfiq^ tandf '■^-^^ / i^tr* 

<« Mike Juraprti|^,:jDi|tia«i/' iisqpliU 
his iloUe(g;Mifi4 .*^let oteenlfeMt yon sM 
w$at on youfDladff aadiieMuipetou^Khante 
Mks Ariitoii!s MifiuiBtam* •i^na^phoohed 
fiiy pe<^le abottUihttwlaiEiin fmeti»Mefis( 
oorlMitUsS'atherjomiigatejf botyocir'ioid- 
tUqp 19 wwtmi that I fioppoMiiiia^y^Ashiaa 
waa stlH is^ the aoutk ilmititJSie tci^'ba* 
9eeab you wiU waive^eefawovyv'Mi^haaian 
to wdeome dier."* ' 

Thki wasipreoiaafy Vfk^ikmlMA Keapet 
looped to do f ^mlfhitf loioaiit^rfntttedii %y 
Ml lordship^s ai;d%ipg ftmitmm^ - To^oee 
X^ady Aflhtoni^Aiid'eQaawitar tba^^raUMcat 
of iier displeasure in private, o^ht^riy^e 
her^ in^sooaeidfgMettO'raodvtflm^^^ 
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Tott auam.w lAwnrntnoM. its 

attentive hasbasd w)is ready to f Hfrifit tariy 
J^tmkiif liismMi^tm^.. l^^olani^aai^ilie 
aimfhiikiqiitiiihe (mtr Jim t^ 

ftaod l^.^iCMdiiii^ |tia;lMid Juikuiiiiii 
deC}|MS/ai»| iMriog iiotedj«jMi»iii^tf»ii^«^ 
iwfife^ ;09{i4ii«^ attendaacia^dhMiagiiiM 
jmtee^ i XnUagi^A oR tiuacmhpkc|lM« 
pMwii%iKm.(aaitfi to;}alifpoatli)el^^ .L«tjr 
Aahtdii tfwtBmdit|i&a#iiict»;Mten^^ «oik| 
Of tw<»ib3riir|iysfjbfcdi|p«lM^ 
J»iiAdH»t «M ta;Sir ilWiandsf nhOiiayaiiiira- 

salkei^iibttMedyAKi a^edoinpmkidjfatfial^ 
lliei hiali^ f obwUcU tteyiapn<|tthfeMiKq»f 
ipidf aeiieoiHmmwtiant wctiii.tiifeiMasteiriof 
JUbmnmad't ^La<;jp ibadctriiEihiithdjiytt 
opportunity of escaj^ng. There itm/jdm^ 
bmnfam&at ;im g»ry iooontoitoBevtecfept 
iiutfeuo£:^iMioMaiiiui8 «f.r A>rr-r44-,:}ifor ;e«di 
4SB^gQligdMiiuii^pPfkiin^n^ aUf 

tan iM&)him^99^i^iiUa.imim^m^ 

S 
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feit fdt the nmkwstdaesA of the posittoa 
in whkli they ' were thus unexpected^ 
vlicecU 

I . After waittog a moment to be presented 
bjr. Sir William Aahtdn» t^e Marquis resol- 
ved to introduce himself. ^ The Lord 
ILeepM^'* he said» bowing to Lady Ashton, 
*« has just intioduced po mc( bis daughter 
as his wife-rhe might TerjnjeaBily present 
Iisdy A^iton as his daughter^ so little^does 
she differ from what I remomber her some 
years since*- Will she permit an old ac- 
quaintance the privilege of a guest ?' 
* He saluted the lady with too good a 
grace to appiehend a repulse, and then 
proceeded— <* This, Lady Aabton, is a 
i>eace*making visit, and therefore I pre- 
sume to introduce my cousii^ the young 
Master of Ravenswood^ to your favourable 
notice.'' 

Lady Ashton could not chuse but cour- 
tesy ; but thefe w^ in her obeisance an 
w of haughtmess approaching to con- 
temptuous repulse* Bavenswood could not 
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chuse but bow ; but his manner retarned 
the scorn with which he had been greeted. 
' «« Allow me,** she said, " to present to 
your lordship my friend." Craigengelt, with 
the forward impudence which men of his 
cast mistake for ease, made a sliding bo^ 
to the Marquis, t^hich he graced by a 
flourish of his gold-laced hat. The lady 
turned to her husband — " You and I, Sir 
William/' she said, and these were the first 
words she bad addressed to him, <* have 
acquired new acquaintances since we part- 
ed-*-let me introduce the acquisition I 
have made to mine — Captain Craigen* 
gelt- 

Another bow, and another flourish of 
the gold-laced hat, which was returned by 
the Lord Keeper without intimation of 
former recognition, and with that sort of 
anxious readiness, which intimated his wish,' 
that peace and amnesty should take place 
betwixt the contending parties, including 
the auxiliaries on both sides. <^ Let me in. 
troduce you to the Master of Ravens wood," 
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said he to Captain Cfaigengelt, ikSlomiag 
up the saaie amicable system. Btrt tbe 
Master drew up' hit tall fbrm te^ tiie full 
extent of his height^ and without ^so bittch 
as looking' towards the person tlSM introi 
duced to him, he said, in a mtirk'ed tone, 
^ Captain Craigengelt and I are aAready 
perfectly well acquainted with each ^ther.^ 

*« Perfectly— perfectly,** replied the Cap- 
fain, in a nnnnbf&ig tone, like thate ef a 
double ecbcs and with a flourish of his haf, 
the circumference of which was greatly 
abridged, compared with those which Hbi^ 
so cordially graced his inlroductioi! to the 
Marquis and the Lord Keeper. ' 

Lockhard, followed by three' tneillals, 
now entered with wiiie and refte^niieifta.' 
which it was the fSlshiOn to offer a9« wheH 
before dinner ; and when they were flhte& 
before the guests^ Lady Ashton in<ade 'a« 
apology for withdrawing her husbs^d tf6iii 
them for some miniirtes upon business ^d^ 
special impolt. The Marquis of cdttrse, 
requested her ladyship would lay hersfclP 



THE BAIDR Ot LAllMEBMOOB* 199 

tiiKier tio restraint ; and Craigeogdt, bait- 
ing mth speed a second glass of racy ca^ 
hary> hastened to leave the roonH feding 
xto great pleasure in the prospect gf being 
left alone ivith the Marquis of A-—, and 
the Master of Rarenswood ;. the presence 
of th6 former holding him in zwe^ and diat 
of the latter in bodily terror. ^ 

Some arrangements about his horse and 
l^sgg^g^ formed the prete^Lt for his sudden 
rdtreati in which he persevered, ahhougb 
Inady Ash ton gave Lockhard orders to be 
earful most particularly to accommodate 
C^aptaiti Craigengelt mth all tl^ attend- 
ance which he. could possibly require. The 
Marquia and the Master of Ravenswood 
y^x^ thus left to communicate to each 

i. " 

Other their remarks upon the reception 
i^hicfa they, had met with, while Lady 
Asi^n led the way, and her lord followed 
somewhat like a condemned criminal^ to 
faer ladyship's drest>(ing-room. 

So soon as the spouses had both entered^ 
her ladyship gave way to that fierce audaci- 



N 
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ty of tefliper, which she had with difficuky 
suppressed, out of respect to appearances. 
She shut the door behind the alarmed Lord 
Keeper, took the key out of the spring- 
lock, and with a countenance which years 
had not bereft of its haughty charms, an4 
eyes which spoke at once resolution and 
resentment, she addressed her astounded 
husband in these words : — *< My lord» I am 
jiot greatly surprised at the connectioi^ 
you have been pleased to form during' my 
absence— they are eqfirely in conformity 
.with your birth and breeding ; and if I did 
expect any thing else, I heartily own my 
error, and that I merit, by having done 
so, the disappointment you had prepared 
for me.'' 

» ** My dear Lady Ashton— my dear 
Eleanor," said the l»ord Keeper, " Usteo 
to reason for a moment, and I will con- 

V 

vince you I have acted with all the regard 
due to the dignity, as well as the interest 
of my family." 
«< To the interest of ymir family I con^ 

i 

/> 
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ceive you perfectly capable of attendin^*^ 
netqrned the indignant lady, ,<^and evea 
to the dignity of your family also— -But as 
mine happens to be inextricably involved 
with itt you will excuse me if I diuse to. 
give my own attenti<m so far as that is cod<^ 
cerned.*' ^ 

. <* What would you have» Lady AsIuT 
ton r aaid the husband-^*' What is it that 
displeases you ? Why is itt that On your re« 
torn afier so Icmg an absence, I am arraign* 
ed in this manner.?'* ' 

*< Ask^ yohr own eonseience, Sir Wit-? 
liam, what ha& prompted you to beeome 
a renegade to your political party and opi-» 
mon^y and led you,t&r whatJknow, to* be 
efn the point of marrykig your only daugh>«! 
ter to a beggarly jacobste bankrupt, the in^ 
veterate enemy of your family to. the bqot.'' 

^< Why,. what, in the name of commbn 
sense and common civility, would you bavn. 
me do, madam r* answered heir.hu8&iDd-4« 
^* Is it possible for me, with/ ordinary \)e- 
eency, to turn a^ young gentlemaa out of 

i2 



mj home; ^'dia swpd my dwgfatei^s.-sliSr 

. <^ &rfedx'yoiif (Kfo i i £ have ksaoA ^ ilmt 
itoiyi'' said the k(}y>^H the. Loot Heepct 
ms^jeaoed by:aiii»cMVr'ani he^aikm^lhe 
young fellow who killed her tat Qiqpiefi 
li&M^iek«i»aq]r. kmtetar fiioa»^£hddibgtoa 
flMgc ioeciuMre aft JefoaiitcfadiiMHea ymaa 

• ^ Ladyij^kshtoQ^^^etanimKmd AeiCsepeiy 
*< this is intolerable— andiwfaen/1 am desw 
mi]% toD9,tOimakeG}Foa«asjr;lg^aBy/aacri* 
SacNiN-jCi you i w<^hl : botu t^one j what ^youu 
WKmld he ab!* . i 

s. ^^ GUi^\dQ«ffli:il0/^yttar,igi:^sfesi''i;Sai(}..Ae 
imj^eBbQa tdamt^f^taBdiiBflAEecyaiir ^pologgn 
tefiavewfraod^ihatcther ^niiisd ofiCaptainr 
Ctajgengekaiidiaoiimjot^er f^iends^ Modars 
k imponible foe you; to io£glr'hicn. lodgings 
atv'tfae; caellcw*.*! ex^eat'^yMnigr.Mr:Hay8t«E 
•^Buddf^i? . 

.: <# Gbod Heawns^ nnchflal'? qacoladsied 
herrhusboHU*^ R«renMrooditOJgive«plaoe 
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WtfiAgen^ti% a oomnKdil ^Mblor'atiS an 
ktRittner l^-^h'yfia all I ebulddo to forbear 
desiring the Ml^nr td g«t oot ofmyhoixse, 
•Md 1 wa^-lnudl AitpriMSd to sM'hhttiii 

'^ ** 9itk» fob ^a# MM' tikeftf; fan wight 
Utf V^ai ia9i)ufed>» anfi#etred>^hif meHchiap. 
Muitiei « Wat KiS'^it^fVop^F sdeiMjTi As to 
this Ra^iis#6<K)i b«> oaljr ftieMs trilh'the 
treatmen€ whfi^, to- Haf certain' know- 
lMg<i" %ie gte^^ to afttdoh valued fK«nd. 
itf fiHA«^ irik* bad tbemtftMnnne to be bis 
gdeUt sUme'^ittd ^Sttc^; ' BOf talce yodr vt* 
g&hn^m ildTi if te«eiii#«Ml'd6evtifllt'^aii 
the house, I will." 

' Skt WHliarinf AMitdtt pano^d'op and down 
ttit'hptaWi^M i^ iHt moit^distreasif^ 1^. 
tation, fear^ and tibameV > anni anger eon* 
feudli^ agftindfc^ l^e Mbitttd«^e(SM«i»ce he 
••ti» M l!be^ tise'^ rebdevhi^ to his lady. 
jMleMgfb* it ended, ^ai-'k nikml Willi UnftM 
ihitadi ploeed itt e^ch circnmstineMt uft hii 
tAM^g' a iiMwM tv^ ltli w ^ l >a' mitt<aie rtea» 



^* I i^l you frankly^ madrait I- Q^ther 
can nor viU be gwUy of. tbe iiicmUt^r yoa 
propose to the Master of Ravenswood-r 
hfi k^B nafc deserwd it at jny band. If you 
will be so unreasonable as to:inault a am 
of quality u^ider your own rooft I cannot 
prevent ypiju b«t I will not at.least be the 
i^ent in stich>a.|weposteaou8 proceeding.*^ 
. .''You will not r. asked the lady* 

*^ No, by Heavens, madaiBt'' her huafaand 
.^Ti^Ued ; ^* aak me anytbsagcongraent with 
;€OaittiOli ^eacy, as to dfcqpi his aoqpiaisb- 
anoe by degreesf, or the like*-but ta bid 
bi«i leave my houae^ is what I will aot, and 
cannot consent to." 

. , ^* Then the tvk of supporting the ho- 
.nour of the family will fall on me, as it baa 
,ofl:en done before^"^ said the lady« 

She sat down, add hastily wrote » few 
liaes. The Lord Keeper made aQotb^ 
efiiHt to prevent her taking a step aa deet- 
**ive» just as she opened the door to caU 
.her female attendant from the anti-rooou 
'* Think ^hat you are doiDg^ Lady .Aahr 
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tm-^yon ue making a aaoital enemy of a 

yoQBg maot who is lite to have the meam 

e£ bar ming us'*-^— 

J. M Did ynu eter know a Douglas who 

iisared an enemy f* answered the lady eoi^ 

temptttously. 

^^' Ay, but he is as pioud and iriodiotive 
as an huiidi«d Douglaise^ and an hundred 
devils to boot* T4iink of it for a night 

only." 

^^ Not for another moment^'' answered 

iSm lady ;~^< bere^ Mrs Patu|lo» give tlus 

* 

billet to young Ravenswood*" 

:. >< To th^ Ms»ter, madam?" bslvA Mrs 

Patullo. 

<^ Ay» to the Master* if you call him 



«ao« 



** I wash my h»ids of it entirely.'' sMd 
4he Keepw; ^ and I shall go down into 
.^e garden, and see that Jardine gathers 
the winter fruit for the dessert.'' 
[. <^'Po so," said the lady, looking after 
him with looks of infinke contempt ; ** and 
lihank God that you leave one behind you 
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The Lord Keeper remrnntdi&tlg €ni^u^ 
ilttWffm66iift&^v* h«f^My*bip*9 i&tne 
tfMe to^explodi^ and to lee; a^ iie^«hou|^ 
at least the first violence of Itoiti^tiM^o0d% 
^spieMurd Mo(i^ «^f^ Wtveo lie emei^ 
m»tiM^ file Aumd tlie Mi^^ote:^^ A^-'-^ 
gfariilg>o¥deF» to^ sotoe^of Ms adiflldaAti. 
He seemed in high displeasure^ and' itttM^ 
fttpted an apology n^c^'Str'^WiHiafte bad 
ebmsMiioed^ fi>f hiari^ng left ttift lA^dstiSp 
alone. 

<< I preduttie»' Sir W^mn^ jott nre no 
stranger to this singular billet with > which 
my ktnsn^ati ol^ lUventrwood (an <eiiiphasis 
on the word my) has been favourecf 1^ 
your lady^^-^and, of course, thalf you' arc 
prepared to receive my 't^i^h'^M^ ISm* 
man' is already gone, having tfioii||bt it 
unnecessary to oflfer any on* hit part^ ' sitioe 
all former civilities have' been' daifc^Ued 
by tbii»' angular insuH.** ^ 

'< I prdtest> myeloid/' mAA ^^^mkim, 
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lKiMiff^«be I^l6t itf IifB-h«f}dv ««*! mi nor 
^vy^ Vot iOm e^iiteiitff of- Mb letter. I 
IsBimrhsdy Ashtoo is a wftrm^teftipered' 
aM|;<preJiiiiibed>wM«iB^'aiid I am unaenlf 
8€«»y &rafly' ofibnce' that has^ be^ ffff^n 
or Ukeiay but I hope your lordship will 
omsider thatf £^ GmP^''--^***^ 

<< Should bear herself to#ifr^ ptrsoiur 
of-^ ar. csertaid" »nlr with the l^iteednig of 
oMi^^ said' tb«( M^iHS^ e(Eitiii4Mi0g the 
bdf«4ittfered^enteiiiGe^ 
' ^'^ Truei my- lordi? saM the unfertuaaee' 
Keeper; << but Lady Ashtcm'is ^sfeiU a wa» 

« Add as^uchi methiblssi^ saiditfieMiur*' 
quis, agftia interraptidg bitii, <<' should be^ 
taught the duties which cQttefl^ad to her* 
statiODi But here ahe- odmesi- atid I wiU^ 
leMti irma her awn moittth* the reason of- 
this extraordiilMfy and unexpected $£BsMA^ 
(^ered jto-my near relation^ while both be 
Knd I w«7e her ladyship's guests.'' 

jLady Ashton accordingly entered the 
apoitoieat' aft tiiis asoawn<v Her diapiit* 
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with Sir William» and a suhsiequeBt inter- 
view with her daughter^ had not prevent- 
od her from attending to the duties of her 
tpilette. She appeared in full dress ; and, 
from the character of her countenance jBfA 
maiineri well became the splendour .with 
which ladies of quality dticsn appeared on 
such occasions. 

The Marquis of A-—— bowed h^j^ti- 
\y^ and die returned the salute with equal 
pride and distance of deaieanour. He then* 
took from the passive hand of Sir William 
Ash ton the billet he had given him the mo- 
ment before he approached the lady, and. 
was aboiit to speak, when she interrupt- 
ed him. << I perceive, my lords you are 
abotit to enter upon an unpleasant subject. 
I am sorry any such should have ocpurred 
at this timCi, to interrupt, in the slightest, 
degree, the respectful reception due to 
your lordship— but so it. is.-~Mr £4gv Rft- 
venswood, for whom I have addressed the 
billet in your lordship's hand,, has abused 
the hospitality of thisiiimiliy, and Sir WiU 
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lUtq A^hton's softness of temper, in cnrder 
to seduce a young person into engage- 
ments without her parents' consent and of 
which they never can approve*" 

Both gentlemen answered at once,— i 
<' My kinsman is incapable"— ~said the 
Lord Marquis*, 

/^ I am confident that my daughter 
l4icy is still more incapable"— -said the 
JLord Keeper* 

L^dy Ashton at onoe interrupted, and 
replied to them both,— **^ My Lprd Mar- 
quis, your kinsman^ if Mr Ravenswood h^ 
the honour to be so, has made this ^UAempt 
privately to secure the affections of thig 
young and inexperienced girl.*— Sir WiU 
Ham Ashton, your daughter has been sinv- 
pie enough to give more encouragement 
than she ought to have done to so very 
improper £k suitor*" 

" And I thinkf madam," s«d the Lord 
Keeper, losing his accustomed temper and 
patience, ^^ that if you had nothing better 
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to t£U u% you had -better hatfr k«^ tlM 
^ilftily «e6ret to yoiirsdlf also.** 

** You wiU' pardon: ib^ Sfir WtBi^n' 
said the lady, calml^'j ** th^' atible' Mar. 
^s'hils a rigtit to kndw the cause oif the 
tre&ttnent-I- have-filuBd H ileeessary to use 
to a gentleman whom he oalls Itis bidocU 
telatkm.*' 

** It-iff-a causey* niotterM thb 2<(ird 
Keeper, *< which has emerged iiSt^^tANief^ 
fitt <lite-talc^ pliice'j'for, if it «£isii'4&t^ 
I- am ' snre she knew ttotMiig^^ d^ ii wfaea. 
ft«r letter tor fUWtiswoM was- wMtten^'* 

"It is^ the Arst'ttTta^ that IliiHre.he^ 
ctf thht* said the Marquis; ** but- since. 
faat ladyi^ip has tabled i 4 mtbjeet m^kU- 
tkte,' permit me to say; -that nif ^ttasiam's 
blr^ and ctfEfntictions entttiedlhim td a 
patient hearing, atfd,' at least, a dvil tefo- 
sal, even in case of his bdiig so ambitious 
as to raise hh eyes to- the diughter of Sir 
Wflliata A8ht<wr.» 

« tort will fecoltect, my lord^ of what 
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bioii^Mis^ Ldc^^Ashtoii is come by the 
mother's side," said the lady. 

<<fl dO'reiMmbei^ ytmr desceift-^tom a 
yoiiifgerlH«feGfc df the hduseof Adgus^" said 
the MatqvSn^^ iand yomhdysVipii^fbrgiftt 
nKVt^^-^ugbe not te^lbrget that the Ha^ 
veMnM»od§^ • have thrice in termarried with> 
the main branch. Come, madam^^-^i' kdOM^ 
ho tr matters stand---oId arid lottg- fostered 
prajtt^icM dre difficult to get over'-^I make 
e¥^' aUsiiMmce 'for them-^I- ought notj 
atfd^I t»MM not have' scifffered* myltSmi 
mme to ^«|Mirt' illone, expdKd, 'in a tosn^ 
ii«r^' fA>m thi« iMrase-^^t IMd hot»es of 
iM^g «i^ mediator. I am stiU - tmwiUing to 
leavt^'ywi in anger — and dhaU ifot set fKN 
ward^tiil sfter noon, as I rg<oiA'the Master 
of ftaV6«wood'upon the foad^i ftiv milei 
from hence. Let us talk ovier this matt^fr 
fflon coo41y.'^ 

»• It is Aivhat I anxiottflly desire, my 
lord,"" said Sir Wiffiam Ashtbn, eagerly. 
•^•Lady Ashton^ we wiH not permit my 
Lwd ct A—— to leave us in tfispleasure. 
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We must compel hsm to tally dbitiei at 
the castle.** 

. «« The castle^** said the la47» ^^ ^^ ^ 
that it coiitatnsy are at the comouaid of 
the MarquiSf so long as he chuses to ho* 
pour it wiUi his wsideoce— but touchh^ 
the farth^ discussion of this.disagreeiMe 
tqpic"— 

<* Pardon me» good madam^^ said the 
Marquis ; ^' but I cminot allow you to ex- 
press any hasty resolution on a sdl^ect so 
important. I see that more company is»siw 
riving ; and since I have the good fortune 
to renew my former acquaintance with 
Lady Aahton, I hope she will give me 
leave to avoid pesilling what I prize so 
h^hly upon any disagreeaUe subject (^ 
discussion-— «t kasti till we have talked 
over more agreeable topics.** 

The lady smiled, courtsied^ and gave 
her hand to the Marquis, by v^bom; with 
all the formal gallantry of the time, which 
did not permit the guest to tuck the lady 
of the house under the 9rm, as a rustic does 
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ilia awe^eftit at a mdce» doue was utkered 
to the eating-room* 

Here they were joined by BucklaVt 
Craigei^lt^ aad other neighbours, whom 
the Lord Keeper had previottsly invited to 
meet the Marquis of Ai ■ ■ > An apology, 
founded upon a slight iadispositiony was 
alleged as an excuse for tiie absence of 
Misa Ashton, whose seat appeared unoc- 
cupied. The entertainment . was qplendid 
to profiMMtDb ^udd was protracted till a late 
hour. 
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1M bettor dum Auine onm ; 

tie ihared his exile with his mat^ 
I^n hthidied teth ahme. 



I Unix not mttempt to describe Ae ma- 
ture of indignation and rtgret with wlndi 
Ravenswood Idl the ant which had be- 
longed to Ins ancertors. The terms in 
which Lady Alton's billet was iXMidied 
Tttidered it impossible for him^ wtthout 
being deficient in tlMit qnrit of whioh be 
pahaps had too much, to remain an in- 
stant longer within its waBs. The Mar- 
quis, who had his share in the affiroitf^ wai^ 
nevertfaelessy still willing .to make some ef- 
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fort<H«l4niaeUiAtioD. He tliMeA)f e^ miflMA 
his kinsman to depart -aloge^ «mak«ig- ht» 
premiBe^ ^liowever* that - he^woiild ^ait^lbr 
hiin^atr the 301*11 inn «alkMlf#iei9fed^s*hde^ 
situatecl, M^ottr readeis»ay be pleased tO" 
recelteetr half vmf iMtwiafr Rayenswobd 
Castle Md •Wtdf s Grag^ and about five 
Scottish ^mflksr^vMstaait fioiii' ^each* H^^ 
tiie Mai^nia {nroposed- to join the Master 
of Ravenswoodi eitbw ^lat mght- or the 
fiext memiiBig. His own 'feelings mio^M 
have igdnced him ito have left the eastle 
direclfy/'but'he #aft'toA'tofi>rfti^ witha 
oitt at least oiie>^ ei^ift» the* advanta^^ 
wliinh he bad^ prepo#ed ' from hi6 visit to 
the Lwd Keeper ^^md ^ MaNef of Jla^ 
veoswood was^^even in; the verj heat nef 
kk feseatmeiit,iiitiwilliQg'to fopeclose'wyy 
ehanco of reooneiMitiOfi^ which might arise 
out of the pairfeitlitj ii4iSch8ir WIlHsim As^ 
t(M had ebewn^ towards hidi» aa-well^ as the 
ioiereesBory arguments of his noMe kins* 
mafi. ^ He hhMelf'departed witjkout^ mo« 
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meiit^ d^Yf fiirtber thw tra nutesitfy to 
B»ake thid ftir^iigeiseiit 

At fifst be spurred hia^hiwie dH it ^quick 
pace through an avenue of the park, as ift 
hy rapidity of motioBy he ctuU ^tu|^tfy the 
confusion of feeUnga with which he was 
assailed. But as the road gitw w^der and 
flsore sequesteied, and whenr the treea^ had 
hidden the turrets of the ea^deb he gradu- 
ally slackened his pace, as if to indulge 
iSie painful refloelions which he had in 
vain endeavoured to repftsss. H^ patk in 
which he. found hiimsd^ led him ta the 
Mermaiden's £ountein» and ^to the Cfrtts^ 
of Alices and the fiulal influ^ce which 
Sttf^rstitious belief attached to the former 
spot, as wdU as tile admomtitoa^ which had 
\ieen in vain oftred to him by the inhabit- 
ant of the latter, forced themselves upon 
h|s memmy. <^ Old sawsspeak truth,'* he 
said to himself} ** and the MormsJdeQ's 
Well has indeed witnessed the last aqt c^ 
rashness of the beir of JUveaswoodL — 
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Mwk spa^ke weH»" he continued, << and I 
am in the situation which slie idret(rid — or 
Father I am more deeply dishonoured — 
not ibe ctependent and ally of the destroyer 
of >jny father's house, as the old sybil pre- 
saged, but the degraded wretch, who has 
aspir^ to hold that subordinate character, 
and has been rejected with disdain." 

We are bound to tell the tale as we have 
received it \ and, considering the distance 
of the tia>e, and prope»8^ity of those through 
whose mouths it has passed to the marvek 
Ions, this could not be called a Scottish story, 
unless it manifested a tinge of Scottish su« 
|>erstition« As Baveaswood approached 
the solitary fountain, he is said to have met 
with the following singular adventure >-^ 
His horse, which was moving slowly for«- 
ward, suddenly interrupted its steady and 
composed pace, snorted, reared, and, though 
urged by the spur, refused to proceed, as if 
some object of terror had suddenly present- 
ed itself. Qx). looking to the fountain, Ra- 

VOL. II. K 
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venswood discerned a female figures dress-^ 
ed in a wlute» or rather greyish mantle 
placed on the very spot on which Lucy 
Ashton had reclined while listening to the 
&tal tale of love. His immediate impres- 
sion was, that she bad conjecttired by which 
path he would traverse the park on his de- 
parture, and placed herself at this well- 
known and sequestered place of rendez* 
vous» to indulge her own sorrow and his 
in a parting interview* In this belief he 
jumped from his horse, and, making its 
bridle fast to a tree^ walked ha^ly to- 
wards tlie fountain^ pronouncing eagerly, 
yet under his breath, the words, ^^ Miss 
Ashton ! — Lucy !" 

The figtu^e turned as he addressed it, and 
displayed^ to his wondering eyes the fea^ 
tures, not of Lucy Ashton, but of dd blind 
Alice* The singularity of her dress, which 
rather resembled: a shroud than the gar mesot 
of a living woman^^the appearance of her 
person^ iai^r, as it struck him, than it 



THE BRIBE OF LAMMEliMOOB. 219 

usually seemed to be-^above all, the strange 
circumstance of a blind, infirm^ and decre- 
pit person being found at a distance from 
her habitation, (considerable if her infirmi- 
ties be taken into account,) combined to 
impress him with a feeling of wonder ap- 
proaching to fear. As he approached, she 
arose from her seat, held her shrivelled 
hand up as if to prevent his coming more 
near, and her withered lips moved fast^ 
although no sound issued from them. Ra* 
venswood stopped ; and as, after a mo* 
ment's pause, he again advanced towards 
her, Alice, or her apparition, moved or 
glided backwards towards the thicket, still 
keeping her face turned towards him. The 
trees soon hid the form from bis sight ; 
and, yielding to the strong and terrific im- 
pression that tbd being which he had seen 
was not dfthis world, the Master of Ra* 
venswood remained rooted to the ground 
whereon he had stood when he caught his 
last view of her. At length, summoning 
up his courage, he advanced to the spot 
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on v'hich the figure had seemed to be seat* 
ed ; but neitiier was there pressure of the 
grass, nor any other circumstance, to in- 
duce him to believe that what he had seen 
was real and substantial. 
> Full of those strange thoughts and con-* 
fused apprehensions which awake in the 
bosom of one who conceives he has wit- 
nessed some preternatural appearance/ the 
Master of Ravenswood walked back to- 
wards his horse, frequently however look- 
ing behind him, not witjbout apprehension, 
as if expecting that the vision would re- 
appear. But the apparition, whether it was 
real, or whether it was the creation of a 
heated and agitated imagination, returned 
not again ; and fae found his horse sweat- 
ing and terrified, as if experiencing that 
agony of fear, with which the presence of 
a supernatural being is supposed to agitate 
the brute creation. The Master mount- 
ed, and rode slowly forward, soothing his 
horse from time to time, while the aninaal 
seemed internally to shrink and shudder^ 
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as if expecting some new object of fear at 
the opening of evqry glade. The rider, 
after a oioment's consideration, resolved 
to investigate the matter further. << Caa 
my eyes have deceived me," he said, " and 
deceived me for such a space of time ?— ^ 
Or are this woman's infirmities but feigned^ 
in order to excite compassion ? — And ev^en 
tbtn, her motion resembled not that of a 
living and existing person* Must I adopt? 
the popular creed, and think that the un- 
happy being htis formed a league wich th& 
^wers of darkness ? — I am determined to 
be resolved — I wiU not brook imposition 
even from my own eyes." 

In this uncertainty he rode up to the 
litUe wicket of Alice's garden. Her seut 
beneath the birch.tree was vacant; though 
the day was pleasant^ and the 9un was high. 
He approached tl>e hut, and heard from 
within the sobs and wailing of a female. 
No answer was returned when he knocked ^ 
so that, after a moment's pause, he lifted 
the latch and entered. It was indeed a 
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house of solitude and sorrow* Sixetcbed 
upon h^ miserable pa^et lay the corpse of 
the last retainer of the house of B^veos- 
wood, who still abode on their paternal 
doaiains. Life had but shortly departed ; 
and tlie little girl by whom she had been 
attended in her last moments was wrkigmg 
her hands and sobbings betwixt childish 
fear and sorrow, over the body of her. mp^ 
tres8. 

The Master of Ravenswood had soaie 

* 

diflSculty to compose the terrors of ^t 
poor child, whom his unexpected appear- 
ance had at first rather appalled than cop* 
forted ; and when he succeeded, the .^t 
expression which the girl used intimated 
that <' he h^d come too late." Upon ea- 
quiring the meaning of this expreaaiony 
he learned Uiat the deceased, upon the 
first attack of the mortal agony, had sent a 
peasant to the castle to beseech an inter^r 
view of the Master of Ravenswood, and 
had expressed the utmost impatience for 
bis return. But thci messengers of the 
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poor are tardy and tiegligent : the fellow 
had not reached 4he castle, as was after- 
^ard« learned, until Ravenswood had left 
it, and had then found too much amuse- 
ment among the retinue of the strangers to 
return in any haste to the cottage of Alice. 
M«anthne her anxiety of mind seemed to 
increase with the agony of her body j and, 
to use the phrase of Babie, her only attend- 
ant, ** she prayed powerfully that she might 
see her master^s son once more, and renew 

• 

her warning," She died just as the clock 
in the distant village tolled one ; and Ra- 
venswood remembered, with internal shud- 
dering, that he had heard the chime sound 
through the wood just before he had seen 
what he was now much disposed to consi- 
der as the spectre of the deceased. 

It was necessary, as well from his respect 
to the departed as in common humanity to 
her terrified attendant, that he should take 
some measures to relieve the girl from her 
distressing situation., The deceased, he 
understood, had expressed a desire to be 
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buried in a solitary churchyard near the 
little inn of the Tod's-h^le, called the Her- 
mitage, or more commonly Armitage, in 
which lay interred some of the Rayenswood 
family, and many of their followers. E.a« 
venswood conceived it his duty to gratify 
this predilection, so commonly found to 
exist* among the Scottish peasantry, and 
dispatched Babie to the neighbouring viL- 
lage to procure the assistance of some fe- 
males, assuring her ihat, in the meanwhiU^ 
he would himself remain with the dead 
body, which, as in Thessaly of old, it is 
accounted highly unfit to leave without a 
watch. 

Thus, in the. course of a quarter of an 
hour, or little more, be found himself sit- 
tingi a solitary guard over the inaqimate 
corse of her, whose dismissed spirit, unless 
his eyes had strangely deceived him, had so 
shortly before raanilested itself before him* 
Notwithstanding his natural courage, the 
Master was considerably affected by a con- 
currence of circumstances so ^xtraordina- 
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ry. " She died expressing her eager desire 
to see me. Can it* be, then," — was his na- 
tural course of reflection — *• can strong 
and earnest wishes, formed during the last 
agony of nature, survive its catastrophe^ 
surmount the awful bounds of the spiritual 
world, and place before us its inhabitants 
in. the hues and colouring of life?— And 
why was that manifested to the eye which 
could not unfold its tale to the ear ? — and 
wherefbre should a breach be made in the 
Jaws of nature, yet its purpose remain uij^- 
known ? — Vain questions, which only deatli, 
when it shall make me like the pale and wr- 
thered form before me, c^n ever resolve.'* 
He laid a cloth, as he spoke, over the 
lifeless face, upon whose- features he felt 
cmwiUmg any longer to dwell. He then 
took his place in an old carved oaken chair, 
ornamented with hisown iarmorial bearings, 
which Alice had contrived to appropriate 
to her own use in the pillage which took 
place among creditors, officers, domestics, 
and messengers of the law, whett bis father 

K 3 
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left Ravenswood Castle for the last ticae. 
Thus seated, he banishedf as much s^ he 
could, the superstitious feelings which the 
late incideat naturally inspired. Hia own 
were sad enough, witliout the ei^aggera- 
tions of supernatural terror, since he foifud 
himself transferred from the situation of a 
successful lover of Lucy Ashton, aiid^ap 
honoured and respected friend of her fih 
ther, into the mdaocHoly and s^itaiy guar- 
dian of the abandoned and forsaken porpse 
of a coaimoii pauper. 

He was relieved, however, ^rom his 8«^ 
office sooner than he could reasonably have 
expected, from the distaiice betwixt tb0 hut 
of the deceased and the villager, a)nd thf age 
and infirmities of three <dd women, who 
came from theiice, in military pbraae, to 
relieve guard upon the body of the diefuSiM^ 
On any other opcasion the speed ^ ibeae 
reverend sybils would h/ive ksm tmuk 
more moderate, for the ^t waa laghtj 
years of ag@ apid vpwards^ the sooood was 
paralytici and th^ ^ird iains of % Ij^ ffoiB 
some accident. But the burial duties ren- 
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d^ed to the deceased, are, to the Scottish 
peasant cff either sex, a labour of love/ 
I know not whether it is from the temper 
of the people, grave and enthusiastic as it 
certainly is, or from the recoHection of the 
ancient catholic opinions, when the funeral 
rites were always considered as a perjod of 
festival to the living } but feasting, good 
cheer, and even inebriety, were, and are, 
the frequent accompaniments of a Scottish 
old*fashioned burial. What the ful^eral 
feast) or dirgie, as it is called, was to the 
men, the gloomy preparations of the dead 
body for the coffin were to the women. To 
straight the contorted limbs upon a board 
used for that melancholy purpose, to array 
the corpse in clean linen, and over that in. 
its woollen shroud, were operations com- 
mitted' always to the old nfatrons of the vit 
lage, and in which they found a singular 
and gloomy delight. 

The old women paid the Miaster their 
salutations witii a ^asUy smile, wfaith re^ 
minded him of the meeting betwixt Mao> 
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beth and the witches on the blasted heath 
of Forres. He gave them some money^ 
and recommended to them the charge of 
the dead body of their contemporary, an 
office which they willingly undertook j inti- 
mating to him at the same time that he must 
leave the hut, in order that they might be- 
gin their mournful duties. Ravenswood 
readily agreeil to depart, only tarrying to 

recommend to them due attention to the 

i 

body, and to receive information where he 
was to fitid the sexton, or beadle, who bad 
in charge tlie deserted church-yard of tliieL^ 
Armitage» in order to prepare matters for 
the reception of old Alice in the place of 
repose which she had selected for herself. 

" Ye'U no be pinched to find out Johnie 
Mortsheugh/' said the elder sybil, ;and still 
her withered ch^ek bore a grisly smile— 
^< he dwells near the Tod's-hole, an hoiifte 
of entertainment where there ha^ been 
mony a blithe birling — ^for death and drink- 
draining are near neighbouts to ane ani 
then" 
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•* Ay! and that's e*en true, cummer/' 
said the lame hag, propping herself with a 
cruteti which supported' the shortness of 
her lefl leg, ** for I mind when the father 
of this Master of Ravens wood that is now 
standing before us, sticked young Black- 
hall with his whinger, for a wrang word 
said ower their wine, or brandy, or what 
not— ^he gaed in as light as a lark, and he 
came out with his feet foremost. I was at 
the windipg of the corpse ; and when the 
bluid was washed off, he was a bonnie bouk 
of man's body.'* 

It may be easily believed that this ill- 
timed anecdote hastened the Master's, pur- 
pose of quitting a company so evil-omened 
and so odious* Yet, while walking to the 
tree to which his horse was tied, and busy- 
ing himself with adjusting the girths of the 
saddle, he could not avoid hearing, through 
the hedge of the little garden^ a conversa- 
tion respecting himself, betwixt the lame 
woman and the octogenarian sybil The 
pair had hobbled into the garden to gather 
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rosemary, southern-wood, rue, and other 
plants proper to be strewed upoa the body, 
and burned by way of fumigation in the 
chimney of the cottage. The paralytic 
wretch, almost exhausted by the joum^, 
was left guard upon the corpse, lest witches 
or fiends might play their sport with it. 

The following low croaking dialogue was 
necessarily overheard by the Master <^ Ra- 
venswood :--<-^^ That's a fresh and fu& 
grown hemlock, Annie Winnie*— mony a 
cummer lang syne wad hae sought nae bet- 
ter horse to flee over hill and how, through 
mist and moonlight, and light doun in the 
King of France's cellar.*' 

'*Ay, cummer! but the very de'il has 
turned as hard-hearted now as the Lord 
Keeper, and the grit foUc that hae breasts 
like whin-stane. They prick us and they 
pine US| and they pit us on the pinny- 
winkles for witches ; and, if I say my 
prayers backwards ten times ower, Satan 
will never gi'e me amends o* tliem.'* 

*< Did ye ever see the foid thief?" asked 
her neighbour. 
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** Na !" replied the other spokea vomaii ; 
** but I trow I hae dreamed of him mooy 
a time, and I think the day will come 
they will burn me for't But ne'er mind» 
cummer ! we hae this dollar of the Mas* 
ter'Sy and we'll send doun for bread and 
fot aill, and tobaccoi and a drap brandy to 
burn, and a wee pickle saft sugar-— *and be 
there de'il, or nae de'Di lass,, we'll hae a 
merry night o't." 

Here her leathern chops uttered a sort 
ol' cackling ghastly laugh, resemblingt to a 
certain degree, the cry of the sqreech^owL 

*' He is a frank man, and a free-hand^ 
ed man, the Master," said Annie Winnie, 
<* and a comely personage— broad in the 
shbuthers, and narrow around the luogies 
•—he wad mak a bonnie corpse-«-I wad 
like to hae the streaking and winding a' 
him." 

<' It is written on his brow, Annie Win- 
iue»" returned the octc^najrian, her com« 
panion, ^* that hand of woman, or of man 
either, will never strayght him-n-disad-deal 
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IV in never be laid to his back — make you 
your market of that, for I hae it frae a sure 
hand." 

«« Will it be his tot to die on tKe battle- 
ground then, Ailsie Gourlay ?-p-WilI he die 
by the sword or the ball, as his forbears 
hae dune before him mony ane o' them ?* 

" Ask nae mair questions about it — he'll 
no be graced sae far," replied the sage. 

«* I ken ye are wiser than ither folk; 
Aildie Gourlay — But wha tell'd ye this ?' 

<^ Fashna your thumb about that, An- 
nie Winnie," answered the sybil—" I hae 
it frae a hand sure aneugh."' 

«* But ye said ye never saw the foul 
thief," retteraked her inquisitive compa- 
nion. 

<♦ I hae it frae as sure a hand," said Ail- 
ai^, ^'and from them that spaed his fortune 
before the sark gaed ower his head." 

*« Hark! I hear his horse's fieet riding 
off," said the other; <^ they dinna sound as 
if good luck was wi' them." 

** Mak haste^ sirs," cried the paralytid^ 
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hag from the cottage » " and let us do what 
is needfuV and say what is fitting; for, if 
the dead corpse binna straugbted, it will 
girn and thraw, and that will fear the best 
of us." 

Ravenswood was -now out of hearing. 
He despised most of the ordinary preju- 
dices about witchcraft^ omens,, and vatici- 
nation, to which his age and country still 
gave such implicit cxedit, that, to express 
a doubt of them, was accounted a, crime 
equal to the unbelief of Jews or Saracens j. * 
he knew also that the prevailing belief con- 
Cerning witches, operating upon the hypo* 
• c]iondriac habits of those whom age,, infir.* 
mity, and poverty rendered liable to sus- 
picion, and enforced by the fear, of deaths 
and the pangs of the most cruel tortures, 
oftea extorted those confessions which en*. 

* 

cumber and disgrace tlie criminal records 
of Scotland during the. seventeenth cen» 
tury^ But the vision of tliat naorning, 
whether real or imaginary, had impressed 
his mind with, a superstitious feeling whicfab 
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he in vam endeavwired to shake off. The 
natnre of the business which awaited him 
at the little inn, called Tod's-hole, where 

t 

he soon after arrived, was not of a kind to 
restore his ttpirits. 

It was necessary he should see Mort- 
sheugh, the sexton of the old burial-ground 
at Armitagei to arrange matters for the fu- 
neral of Alice ; and as the man dwdt near 
the place of her late residence, the Master, 
alter a sHght refreshment, walked towards 
the place where the body of Alice was 
to be deposited. It was situated in the 
nook formed by the eddying sweep of a 
stream, which issued from the adjoining 
hills, A rude cavern in an adjacent rock, 
which, in the interior, was cut into the 
shape of a cross, farmed the hermitage, 
where some Saxon saint had in ancient 
times done penance, and given name to 
the place. The rich Abbey of Colding- 
hame had, in latter days, established a 
chapel in the neighbourhood, of which no 
vestige was now visible, though the church- 
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ysifd which surrounded it» w$9 stiU» »s upk 
on the preaept occasioui used for the inter* 
ment of particular persons. One or two 
shattered yew- trees still grew wttliin the 
precincts of that which had once been holjr 
ground* Warriors and barons had been 
buried, theire of old^ but their namn were 
forgotten^ and their monuments demolish* 
ed. The only sepulchral memorials which 
remained* were tiie upright head -stones 
which mark the grave of persons of an in- 
ferior rank. The abode of the sexton was 
a solitary cottage adjacent to the ruined 
wall of the cemetery, but so low, and ha- 
ving its thatch, which nearly reached the 
ground, covered with such a crop of grass, 
fog, and house leeks, that it resembled an 
overgrown grave. On enquiry, however. 
Ravens wood found that the man of the 
last mattock was absent at a bridal, be- 
ing fiddler as well as grave-digger to the 
vicinity. He therefore retired to the little 
inn, leaving a message that early next 
morning he would again call for the per- 
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son, whose double occupation connected 
him at once with the house of mourning 
and the house of feasting; 

An outrider of the Marquis- arrived at 
Tod's-hole shortly after, with a message 
intimating that his^ master would join Ra- 
venswood at that place on the foUowinjjf 
morning ; and the Master, who would other- 
wise hav6 proceeded to his old retreat at 
Wolf's Crag, remained there accordingly, 
to give the meeting to his noble kinsman. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Ihmlet. Has tliis fellow no feeling of his business^-he sings 

at gr^ve making. 
Soratio, Custom hilth made it in him a propecty of easiness. 
ffamlet, 'Tis e^n so, the hand of little emplcyuent hath.the 
daintier sense. 

SflAKESPEARK. 

The sleep of Ravenswood was broken 
by ghastly and agitating visions^ and his 
Dvaking intervals disturbed by melancholy 
reflections •on the past, and painful antici- 
pations of the future. He was perhaps the 
only traveller who ever slept in that miser- 
able kennel without complaining of his 
lx)dgings, or feeling inconveniences from 
their deficiencies. It is when *« the mind 
is free the body's delicate.** Morning, 
however^ found the Master an early riser, 
in hopes that the fresh air of the dawn 
might afford the refreshment which night 
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had refused him. He took his way to- 
wards the solitary burial-ground^ which lay 
about half a mile from the inn. 

The thin blue smoke, which already be- 
gan to curl upward, and to distinguish the 
cottage of the living from the habitation 
of the dead, apprized him that its inmate 
had returned and was stirring. According- 
ly, on entering the little church*yard, he 
saw the old man labouring in a half- made 
grave. My destiny, thought Ravenswoodi 
seems to lead me to scenes of fate and of 
death ; but these are childish thoughts, and 
they shall not master me. I will not again 
suffer my imagination to beguile my senses. 
—The old man rested on his spade as the 
Master approached him, as if to receive 
Ifis commands, and as he did not immedi- 
ately speak, the sexton opened the discourse 
in his own way. 

^^ Ye will be a wedding customer, sir^ Pse 
warrant." 

" What makes you think so, friend ?" re- 
plied the Master. 
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<< I live by twa trades^ sir/' replied the 
bly the old man ; ^ fiddle, sir, and spade ; 
filling the world, and emptying of it ; and 
I suld ken baith cast of customers by head- 
mark in thirty years practice." 

*' You are mistaken, however, this mom* 
ing," replied Ravenswood. 

<' Am I ?" said the old man^ looking 
keenly at him, . *^ troth and it may be ; 
since, for as brent as your brow is, there ia 
something sitting upon it this day, that is as 
near akin to death as to wedlock. Weel, 
weel, the pick and shovel are as ready to 
your order as bow and fiddle.'' 

*• I wish you," said Ravenswood, << to 
look after the decent interment of an old 
woman, Alice Gray» who Uved at the Craig- 
foot in Ravenswood Park." 

<« Alice Gray I blind Alice!" said the 
sexton ; ^' and is she gane at last ? that's 
another jow of the bell to bid me be ready. I 
mind when Habbie Gray.brought her down 
to this land ^ a likely lass she was* then» and 
looked ower her southland nose at us a'. I 

a 
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trow her pride got a dowficdtne. Atid is 
-she e'en gane ?•* 

«* She died yesterday,'' said RaTenswood ; 
** and desired to be buried here, b^de her 
husband ; ydii will know where be lled^no 
doubL" 

« Ken where lie lies?" answered the i^x- 
ton, with national indirection bf response, 
*♦ I ken where a' body lies, that lies 'here. 
But ye were 'faking o* her grave t-~Lord 
help us — it^s no ati ordinar grave :ths^ will 
baud her in, if «*s trae that folks said of 
Alice in her auld days ; and if I gae to six 
feet deep, and a wariock's grarve shoutdm 

be an inch mair ebb, ot her aSn \ritch 

« 

cummers would sodn whirl her out o£. her 
shroud for a* their auld acl}Uaintance-*^nd 
be't six feet, or bet three, wlui's: to pay 
the making o't, I pray ye P' 

^Vl will pay that, my friend; and all 
other reasonable charges^^ 

«' Reasonable diarges ?' said the sexton; 
** ou, there's ground^^maili and beli-silier, 
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(though the belfs broken nae doubt) and 
thekisty and my day's wark, and my bit fee» 
and some brandy and aill tothe drigie— I am 
no thinkiqg that you can inter her,, to ca' 
decently, under saxteen pund Scots." 

^ There is the money, my friend," said 
Havens wood, ** and something over. Be 
sure you know the grave." 

^< Ye'll be ane o' her English relations, 

( i^se warrant," said the Iioary man of skulls ; 

^< I bae heard she married far below her 

station ; it was very right to let her bite 

on the bridle when she was living, and . 

its very fight *to gie her a decent burial 

now she's dead, for that's a matter o* credit 

ta yourseU rather than to her. l^olk may 

let their kindred shift for themsells when 

they are alive, and can bear the burthen of 

their ain misdoings ; but it is m unnatural 

diing to let them be buried like dogs^ when 

a* the discredit gangs to the kindred-^ 

. what kens the dead corse about it ?" 

«' You would not h^ve people neglect 
their relations on a bridal occasion neither,'^ 

VOL. II. L 
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said fiavtoswood, wjbo >riaSi Mwsed with 
the |NX)le9sioiial HmiUfioji of the grty& dig- 
gers. fhUa&tKropy. 

the old man cast ttf>liisiflbaiy[):grey eyes 
with a sfarevd smile, m if JKo tiipdet^fepod 
tibie jftstt but instaatlfrcoBiinued with his 
fiirmfic gravityy-*^' Bridab^.wjMi iihkI ne- 
glect bridals that hadioDyifgai4 Ibis fiknish- 
tag the eirtb? To be. sure, Uiejr #uld be 
celebrated with all naaD&er of go€>d chfecar, 
«id meeting of frioiidff afid«iHifiil»d.:iiistru- 
menta, hai*{H^aael^iit, and. paaltei^;; or 
gude fiddle. and fxipMt wh^ Ih^a^^ aidd- 
waiU iMtnlmentft of melody Me h«cd to 
be compassed." 

^< The preaeBce of the fiddiei I dare say," 
replied Ravedswood* ^^wi^uld litDoe £pr the 
id)sence of all (ihe others." 

The sexitoB again! looked sharply up at 
Iheii, as he i^sw:eced» *^ NaQ doubt— «-nae 
doubt — if it were weel played ;•— but yon- 
der," he said» as if to change the discourse, 
^< is Halbert Gray*s laBg hame, that ye 
mere ^[)eeriiig a£t^» juett the thkd bouroek 
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beyofid^be teiickl€<hroiigh48tenetfaat8tafid8 
CHT ^atx :l^s 3?otider» atoDcf some aoe.of the 
.Raa^miHDods ; for there is moay of their 
kin^aiidii&Iibvers hare, deHl Itfl them! 
.tiKM^liiit mm just thiewxnfdn bunal-fpkce.* 

*« They are no favourites then of yoiim 
:tHese Ram!njGrvo6ris^''^«atd the Master, not 
mochrfileased witfi tlie>passing beeediction 
which V12LS thus bestowed on his family and 
name. ' 

<M ken Di wha shmild faisotxr tbem^" 
saidAtSe !g]mre*diggar; M wlien they, had 
landi and power, they were* ill guides of 
them "bairh^ and now their head!s dawn» 
thece'a few care how lang they may be of 
lifting it again.** * . 

** Indeed !" aai^ Ravenswood, ** I never 
heard that this uidiappy family deserved 
ill mil at the hands of their country* I 
grant their poverty-^if that renders them 
contem^ptible." 

<^ It will gang a far way till't," said the sex- 
ton of Hermitage, *< ye maytak my wordfor 
that-rat least, IJcen naething elst that add 
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niak myself coDteniptSiley and iblk are &i 
ftke respectiBg itoe as they ifTad do if i UfeA 
in a tiva-kifted sdated house. Bcrtc as for 
the Ravens woods, I hae sem tfaifee g^t- 
rations of them, and deli atte ta mMd 
other/' 

^< I thought they hid enjoyied a fair 
character in tl^ country/' said their des- 
oendaat* 

" Character ! Ou ye see, sir,'* saM- the 
I$ext6n,\^^ as for tte auU'gude-site^bddyof 
a lord, I lived . on. fads land nfhen' I niras a 
swanking yoit^g chield; and bonld' hae 
blawn the trumpet wi' ony body, fyr i had 
wind eneugh then-^-sandtooehiog this* trum- 
peter Marine that I have heard play afere 
the Lords of the Cir<^ait,* I wad hae made 
nae mair o' him than of a bairn and a 
bawbee whistle— I defy him to hae pky'd 
< Boot and saddle,' or ^ Horse and away/ 
or ' Gallants, come trot,' with me*— ^he has 
na the tones." 

«< But what is all this to. old Lord ^Ravens- 
wood , my friend?" said the Master, who, 
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iH<&*aQjahMity not' unnatural in his cir- 
cufftftanm^^nsdesiroas of prosecuting the 
moskiian's: first tQfMC<«-«** What had his me* 
moiy ^i do with tlie degeneracy of the 
tgaoipetiinusie??^ 

«« Just thisi sir," answered tlie seiiton^ 
** tliait I i«C aiy ; utiiid in his^ service. Ye 
sea I wasu tnunpdser ab the castle, and had 
allowance for blawing at brcak of day, and 
atdianeic*tvnie,{U>d other whiles when there 
wasreompany^atxMityand it pleased my lord $ 
wdxufhop be liiiflQd hit militia to caper 
afl^ to BothwsU Brigg agaibst the wrang- 
headdd mistbod tvings,^ I behoved, reason 
or naae^ to muM aiiorse and caper awa wi' 

** And: very reasonable^ ** said Ravens- 
^od ; '^ you were his servant and vassal'' 

** SerWtor, say ye ?" replied the sexton, 
^ and 80 I waa^but it vtaa to bJ^w folk to. 

ft 

their warm danner, oi^at ^e warst to.a decent, 
kirk-yardt and no to skirl them awa' to a 
bluidybnastd^9 where there was dell a bed«< 



4 
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ral bot thtei'btNideii era«r« 'Biiti&der;yAr- 
ye shall heur wliatatm o% asd imiK &r I 
am bund to be bedwmau to the '&a«»s- 
woods.«— TilPt, ye see, we gae'di^a.^ kmm 
simmer morning, twenty-lbinsth io§ Jtiw^ 
saxteen hundred aad ae'enfy-oiab, t>f:a' the 
days oftbe month aiid.yBiar^*«»»dMMii baati— 
guna rattled-^faorsea kicked^MKl trani^tai 
Hackstoun oi' Ratfailtet keeptt.-tke br^g 
wi' musket and caiabine and pike^ »wmd aod 
scythe for what I keii^ and welKMuaieDwere 
ordered down tif crofts at^the fivd^Jrhktir 
f<»^ at k* times; iet ube wlkm*titate'»tltam* 
sandsof armed men orrtheotimnid^ IJhere 
was auld Ravehswood brandyik^ has jAd- 
drew Ferrara at the head, and crying t0 us 
to come and bdckle to, aa if we Uaddbetn 
gauntoa &tr,-i-t^iertfwaa€!aiiibBaider8lflne, 
tliat is living y^ floiiHslmig inttevair, ted 
irwearing Gog and Mago^ iio/ i)ioirid;i|Bit 
steel through die guti ot'ooy^maii «taai^ABpi« 
ed bridle, — there waa ydutig Hdt^QtAoMos* 
wood, diat was 'then 'Mnkbesfi wif^ft^eifekd 
pistol in his hand,— it was a m&cy it gaed 



na tij^.~crytng to m^ thftt had scarce as 
inuch wind htft as servci the necessary pur- 
pmk of my ain Icmgs, '* Sound, you poU 
UsoonlMutid^youdaiiiiied cowardly villain^ 
or I will blow your brains out !" and, to be 
cnkre, . I btew sic paints of war, that the 
scraogh of a docldn-hen was music to 
diem.'' 

«' Well, sir, cut all this short;' said Ra- 
venswood. . 

<' Short !^ had been like, to be cut 
dwct myseU,. in the jflower o[ my youth, 
aa seriptiiireisays ; and that's the very tlsng 
that Lcompleen o'.~^Weel ! in to the water 
ife behoved a' to splash, heels ower head, 
sh or fa'— ae horse driving on anitber^ 
as is the way of brute beasts, and riders 
t^t hae as Mttle sense,— the very bushes 
cm the ither side were ableeze, wi' the 
fiasiiesof the whig guosi and my horse had 
,^ist taen the grundt when a blackavised 
westland carle«^ wad mind the face xi' him 
a hundred yeairs < y etr-ran ee like a wild 
fakon'^, and, a beard as broad as my^ shovel, 
clapped the end o'* his lang black gun with- > 
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in a quarters length of mylug!-4>y t^? 
grace of Mercy^ the horse swarved round, 
and I fell aff at the tae side as the ball 
whistled bye at the tither^ and the fell auld 
lord took the whig such a swauk wi' his 
broadsword that he made twa pieces o! bi« 
head, and down fell the lurdane wi' a- his 
bowk abune me.** 

" You were rather obliged to the old 
lord, I think," said Ravenswood. 

** Was I ? my sartie ! first for brlngfi^. 
me into jeopardy, would I nould I— ^and 
then for whomling a chield on, the tap of 
me, that dang the very wind out of my 
body— «I hae been short-breathed ever 
since, and canna gang twenty yards with, 
but peghing like a miller's aiver.** 

" You lost then your place as trumpet- 

« 

er,'* said Ravens wood,'* 

♦< Lostit — to be sure I lost it,** replied 
the sexton, ** for I couldna have plaid 
pew upon A dry humiock ;-*but I might hae 
dime weel eneugh, for I kf epit the wage 
and the free house, and little to do but 
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|>}ay on the fiddle to ^hem^ but for this AU 
Ian Lord Ravenswood, that's farwaur than 
ever his father was.** 

'« What," said the Master, •' did my fa- 
iber-^I mean did his father's son — this last 
Lord Ravenswood, deprive you of what the 
Boonty of his father allowed you f* 

" Ay, troth did he,** answered the old 
man ; ** for he loot his affairs gang to the 
dogs, and let in this Sir William Ashtbn on 
iic^ th$t will ^i'e naething for naething, and 
just removed me and a' the puir creaturea 
that had bite and soup at the castle, and a 
hale to put our heads in, when tbipgs wesci 
in the auld way." 

\, *• If Lord Ravenswood protected his 
people, my friend, while he had the meaiis 
of doing so, I think they might spare his 
tefiemory," replied Ravenswood. . 

^ Ye are welcome to your ain opinion, 
fi^ir,** said the sexton j ^« but ye winna per^ 
suade me that he did his duty, either to 
himsel or to huz poor dependent creaturea, 
in guiding us the gate he basdone-r^he 

l2 
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might hae gi^dn m Hfe^mit tados of .0te 
bits o^ houaes atid jrards^^od m^ that^s an 
auld man, living in yoB mtseraUe cabmt 
that's fitter for Ae dead tibao the quick, 
and killed wi* rheumatise, and Johd ^SBBitit 
in my dainty bit mailings and hit 'tUtldovi 
glazen, and a' beoaoae Eaveaswodd guided 
bis gear like a fnle.* 

«« It is but too true," said Raveiiswoody 
eonacmmfe-atruck $ ^< the penaiti&t of ex- 
travagmnoe extend iar*bey€tfid 'Usie* {ttodi- 
gal's oim fii^risgs,'' 

^ HoweT»9^ said the sexton, <* thm yooag 
naeit £dgisd:ds like to aVebge my wi^mga t>B 
the haill c^ his kindred." 

^ Indeed^'' iS3«d Rsventf^Ood i V ^y 
should yduisupfielse so?' ' 

*«' They tey he ia about :to Bian7 the 
daughter of Leddy iJhtofi*} ^nd let her 
leddyship get bis head aiice undei? h^ ox- 
ters and see you if she wippa gt'e.bia neck 
a thraw. Sorra a bit if I were bim-r^Iiet 
her alane fiHr haudiog a' thing in bet water 
that draws near her^saa thcLWural «piaii I 



abalt^wii^ tiie lad is, that be ntty tsake his 
aiD creditable gate o% and aAIy himaci vA* 
his father's eoemiesy that hwe takoi hia 
broad lands and my bonnie kail-^yafrd from 
the lawful owners tbereofl'^ 

Cervantes 'aeutetyremarkst that flattery 
ia pletmig even from the mouth of a mad* 
man j and censure, as well as praipe, often 
affects usy while we despise the opinions 
ftiul motives on which it is fimnded and 
expressed. Ravenswood; absuptly reite* 
rating his command that Alice's funeral 
should be attended to, flung away from 
the sexton^ under the painlid impre8sk>n 
that the great, aa well as the small vulgar, 
would think of his engagement with Lucy 
like this ignorant and selfish peasant* 

*< And 1 have stooped to subject myself 
to these xidumnies, and am rejected not« 
withstanding. Lucy, your faith must be 
true and perfect as the diamond, to cbm- 
pensate for the dbhononr which men's 
^pinibna, and the conduct of your mother, 
attach to the heir of Ravenswood*" 
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As he raised his eyes, he beheld the 
Mairquis of A — — , who, having arrived 2^ 
the Tod's-hole, had walked forth to look 
for his kinsman. 

Afler mutual greetings, he made sotte 
apology to* the Master for not coming £or- 
>Yard on the preceding evening. << It was 
his wish," he said, << to have done so^ but 
he bad >come to the knowledge of same 
matters which induced him to delay bis 
purpose. I find," he said^ '< there has been 
a love affair here, kinsman ; and thoiUgh I 
'might blame you for not having communi-- 
cated with me, as b&ng in some degree 
the chief of your family* ' ■ 

** With your lordship's permission," said 
Havenswood, ^^ I am deeply grateful for 
the interest you are pleased to take in me 
-*-but / am the chief and head, of my fa* 
mily." 

** I know it — I know it," said the Mar- 
quis; ^Vin a strict heraldic and genealo- 
gical sense, you certainly are so-^what f 
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« • 

mean is, that being in some measure un-* 
der my guardianship*—— 

*« I must take the liberty to say, my 
lord/' answered Ravendwood — ^and the tone 
in which he interrupted the Marquis bo- 
ded no long duration to the friendship of 
tbc noble relatives, when he himself was 
fortunately interrupted by ,the little sex- 
ton, who came puffing after them, to ask' 
if their honours would chuse music at the 
change-hduse to make up for short cheer. 

** We want ho music," said the Mastef, 
abruptly. 

^« Your honour disna ken what yeVe 
refusing, then," said the fiddler, with the 
impertinent freedom of his profession^ " I 
can playi « Will't thou do*t again,' and « the 
Auld Man's Meafs Dead,' sax times better 
than ever Pattie Birnie. I'll get my fiddle 
in the turning of a coffin-screw." 

" Take yourself away, sir," said the 
Marquis. 

«< And if your honour be a north-coun- 
try gentleman," said the persevering min- 
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fltrd, ^< whilk I wad jadge from your 
tongue, I can play, * Liggeram Cosh,' and 
< Muliin Dhu/ and < . the Cummers of 
Athole/" 

" Take yourself away, friend ; you in- 
terrupt our eonversation&r 

f^ Or if, under your honour's faTOur, ye 
flbould happen to be a thought honest, I 
can play, (this in a low and confidential 
tone,) * Killiecrankie,' and * the King shall 
hae his ain,' and < the Auld Stuarts back 
again,'--»and the wife at the change- house 
is a decent discreet body, neither kens nor 
cares what toasts are drunken, and what 
tunes are played in her house— she's deaf 
to a' thing but the clink o' the siller." 
^ The Marquis, who was sometimes sus* 
pected of jacobitism, could not help laugh- 
ing as he threw the fellow a dollar, and 
bid him go play to the servants if be bad a 
mind, and leave them at peace. 

** Aweel, gentlemen,** said he, ** I am 
wishing your honours gude day-~i*ll be a' 
the better of the dollar, and yell be the 
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waur of wanting the music, Tse tell 
But Tse gang hame, and finish the grave 
in the tuning o' a fiddle- string, and then 
get my bread- winner, and awa' to your tclk, 
and see if they hae bettet lugs than their 
masters." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Tree love, an' thoa be traex 
Thoa has ane kittle part to pky ; 

For fortune^ fiishion^ ^cy^ and thoa^ 
Maun strive for many a day. 

I've kenn'd l^ mony a ftiend'a tale> 
Far better by this heart of mine^ 

What time and change of fancy avail 
A true love-lmot to nntwinfc. 

Hbnj»ek90Vn. 

** I WISHED to tell you, my good kins- 
man/' said the Marquis, " now that we are 
quit of this impertinent fiddler, that I had 
tried to discuss this love affair of yours with 
Sir William Ashton's daughter. I never 
saw the young lady, but for a few minutes 
to-day ; so, being a stranger to her per- 
sonal merits, I pay a compliment to you, 
and offer her no offence, in saying you 
might do better." 

10 
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<* My lord, I am much indebted for the- 
interest you have taken in my affairs/' said - 
Ravenswood. ^ I did not intend to have 
troubled you in any matter concerning- 
Miss Ashton. As my engagement with 
that young lady has reached your lordship, • 
I can only say, that you must necessarily , 
suppose that I was aware of the objections* 
to my marrying into her father's familyr 
and of course must have been completely * 
satisfied with liie reasons by which theise^ 
objections are over-balanced, since I have 
proceeded so £u* in the matter/' 

*^ Nay, Master, if you had heard me out," 
said his noble relation^ << you might have 
spared that observation ; for, without ques* 
tioning that you had reasons which seemed 
to you to counterbalance every other ob- 
stacle, I set myself, by every means that iti^ 
became me to use towards the Ash tons, to 
persuade them to meet your views." 

^* I am obliged to your lordship for your- 
unsolicited intercession," said Ravenswooid> 
<• espiecially as I ain sure yoUr lordship wottld 
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never catty it beyond t^e bdurids ^h!6lrit 
became naei ta use.'? 

« Of* thfet/' Kiid tki6 Malr(|ui8, «*^ yoo mtty 
be coofideirt y* I myself ielt the delit^ey 0S 

- e 

the matter tcN^ imtch to place a g^itlemttii 
ii0«rly 4Mraected wittr. ny house in tt 4e- 
gtadtiig^ W' diribftput iifeuatioMfi with these 
A^btoBs. But I pcnnted eut all'thd advaii- 
t9gis» ^ their marryitig their d^mghter into 
a* faunae ^ao honodrahic^ aaid so neady i^ebu 
ted^ vHth d^ first in So^aadr; f I w^ained 
thO' ctxaot d^ree of relatroasfaip m whitk 
the Raveils«riOod» stand tex^iiisiellres'^ and 
Tt evan hil^ted 'ba«i iioiitical iiiaHeraivere 
like to turn^ aiad S9»bat eardb i«K>ald tbe 
tminp9 ae&t parUaoaeiH^ I^aatd^iregi^od 
jwi ao a 800---'Nor a^ nepheiv^r <^^<^*^*^^bcer 
than as a more distant telation^; (Und that 
I made your affiur entirely my mfiw'' 

<< And what was the issue of your k»d* 
ship's expianation 2" said (Ravenawood^ in 
some doubt whethw hetj^ioald resent 'br 
cxpreaa gratitude for his intei&miee. 

*< Why, the Lord Keepdr would, have 
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IttCened to reaaon/' sbidihe Marquis ; ^< he. 
is-ratber unwHling to leave his place, whieb^ 
io the present view of a change, must vaik ) 
MoAj to say truth, he seamed to have a liking 
£>r;yoii, and to be sensible of tbe'^genend 
advaptagea to be attatned bf such a match. 
Bat hie lady, who is tongue of the trump, 
Mtatefr'*— — 

,. €« What of Lady Ashton, my lord ?" said 
Baraaaaxvood ; ^ let me knovr the issue of 
this extraordinary conference— •! can bear 

.f^ I am ;g]ad of that, kinaman," sakl ttM 
Ma^^^ift '*ibc I am asbaaed to «eU yon 
Mf what she aatd« It is enou^-^-^ier m«il 
iaimadfi up-^etand the mistress of a; fitst^rato 
boarding, sohool could not have rejected 
^itb csoee ibaugfaty iodtfierence tHe suit of 
a haif.pay Irish officer, beseecUng permiii- 
fflon to wait ixxp&a the,heiFea» of a West In^ 
4ia planter, thau Lady Adstcm spurned 
^very.pfopoaalof mediation which it coukL 
at all teeome me tooffer in behalf of yoo^ 
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my good kinsman. I caimot gtiedff what 
she means* A more honourable eoniiee- 
iion she could not form, that's certafn. As 
for money and land, that used to be her 
husband's business rather than her's[; L 
really tbink she hates you for hayidg. the 
^rth that her husband wants,, and perhaps 
for wanting the lands that her goodraalL 
has. But I shpuld only vex you to say 
more about it-^here we are at the cban;ge>» 
house." . .:::-. 

The Master of Ravenswood paused as he 
filtered the cottage, which reeked thcbagh 
all its crevices, and they were not few^/roia 
fhe exertions of the Marquis's traveiijng- 
cooks to supply good chcer» aod spread, as 
It werie, a table in the wilderadbs. 
'. *^My Lord Marquis/' said £awii8WOod» 
f ^ I already mentioned that accident has 
put your lordship in possession of a ^creV 
Itrhich, with my consent, should have re-r 
Inained one even to you, my kinjsmi^ni, for 
some time. Since the secret was to part 
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ftom my own custody, and that of the only 
person besides who was uiterested in it^I 
am not sorry it should have reached yoiq: 
l6rdship's : eara^ as being fully aware that 
you are my noble kinsman and friend.'' 

^^ You may believe it is safely lodged 
with ide. Master of Ravenswood," said the 
Marquis $ *^ but I should like well to hear 
you say» tliat you renounced the idea of aa 
alliance, which you can hardly pursue with* 
out ^ .certain degree of degradation." 

*«Of that, my lord, I shall judge,*^ an« 
swered Jlavenswood-*-^^ and I hope > with 
jdelicacy as sensitive as any of my friends. 
But I have no engagement with Sir WiU 
Ham and Lady Ashton, It is with Miss 
Ashton alone that I have entered upon the 
subject, and my conduct in the matter shall 
be entirely ruled by h^r's. If she conti- 
nues to ^prefer me in my poverty to the 
wealthier suitors whom her friends recom- 
mend,' I may well make some sacrifice to 
her sjijcere affection — I may well surrender 
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to hdr the les» tangib^iamd less palpable ad- 
vnntage c^ btcdi^i «id' the deep*rodted pre- 
ivdices of faai)y> batfed. ilf Mm X^ucjr 
Asbton alfeouldchaiige her mind on a sofb- 
ject of auchfddicacy^ I' tifcift iny fnetids 

disappmotment] 



I shall knowhow to niakeMirf enemks ^.^ 
<< £^(rice like a gaUaiit young tiobleman/' 
flttd theMnrqins} << formy^p^rt I have that 
xegard for you, that I ishould be sMiy the 
thing went on. This Sir WilUa^ A^tdn 
MB a^pretty eoough petty-foggm^ kind of a 
lawyer twenty years -ago, and betwftt bat- 
tling at the bar, and leading in committees 
of ParUament, he has got wett on — ^the 
Dvien matter lent him a Uft> for he had 
good* intelligence and sound views, and 
»Bdd out in time'-*-but the best work is had 
out of him. No Scotch government will 
take him at bis own, or rather his wife's 
extravagant valuation ; and betwixt hig in- 
decision and her insolence, from all I can 
guessy he will optsit his market, and be had 



ch^ap: when no quo will bid lor bim< I say 
qj(^t^g 9£ Jtf iM A9titi»r ; Iwt I dMure yoOg 
i^cQQipeotfaA with tori&tiM^r wtU be iieiilbtf 
u3efRl «9f #WMM)Bjto}, hejend itbiit part of 
yoMlM^'^ $p^ls WihM:ii(h«^saay be prevail. 
a4iMI>Wi toiili^gprssiby Wi(f ^f Aoobet^good 
-r-i!^,j|ts^/xi^)W«Ki(i ii9r^.H^ get 

BU)ci@ Jf ijH^ii JMive tpkib to^ hell the .oit with 
hw ^tbe iMQots. Sa^iamenU^p-^AdMi I wfll be 
the. mfu)^ cQusio,". iie<MitiRiied -hisf l^rMipf 
<< will /(»yii^ l^e loj; for you# and make 
him rue tb^ dayt^ate^v^ he jr^uaed a eom* 
pQ^i^iop top hoapuf able^ for bim^ and pro* 
pa$ed by me ou the bcAialf <^ a^ kimmaii^'^ 
There; was aoioethmg in all this that» as 
it were» Qvershot the mark« i Ravenawoad 
coi^d iiot diitguise from himself tiiat his 
qoblekiasiaaQ had more.r6a$oii8fi>r takio^ 
ofieiK^at; the. reception of his suit, than re* 
girded his initerest aod hooour^ yet he<ould 
neither complain nor be surpcised that it 
should be 9Qn He contemted himself there* 
fore witb repe^tipgt that his attachment 
was ta Hm Aibton peraomiUy i .that he de- 
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sirckl iieitbtt wealth nor aggrandizemeot 
«from fcer fatber's<meaM smi infltie&Ge, and 
that nothiiig^hould prevent kia^keepii^ Us 
^ Bngagement, excepting her own expra^de. 
* sire that it riioukl iie reMnqttisfaed-*-f4iid he 
i requested^ a §KVG^r thut the nutter it tgbt 
:be no more • tneMioned bctwkct tfaea at 
present assuring the Marquis of A ^ m 
'that he i^uld be iiis confident in its j^o- 
.gress or its interruption. 

fhe Marquis soon Jiad more ' agraad>Ie, 
-m well ps more interesting sulgects on 
vfhidi to converse. A foot^post^ wbe had 
foHowed him firom Etf mfaui^ to. Rai(«i8- 
< wood Castle, and had traced bis steps to the 
.Tod's-hoie, brought them a packet laded 
with good newsL The pohtioal oakubtions 
of the Mirqnis had proved just^ both in 
London and at Edinburgh/ and* he saw 
almost within his graspi the pre-eminence 
for which *he had panted«-^The refresh- 
•roentB which the servants bad prepared 
were now put on the table, and an ^icure 
would perhaps have enjpyed^hem with ad« 



diliMal lesty &o» tb«' contrast irbich such: 
f«re i^brded to tiie ntsenible caibia in 
whteli' it Wat ienred up. 

Thfi j4ira of ccnversattoft eenresponded 
with miA added to the social feelings of 
thecompany. The Maiqnis expanded with 
^ensure ^n-llie power which probable in- 
eideflits weie -like to ttsign to him^ and on 
die use which he hoped to make of it in 
serving his kinsman Raventwood* Kavens- 
wood mold ^ut repeat the gratitude whidi 
he itoUy felti even whdn he coosidejied the 
topie-as too long dwelt upon.*^* The wine 
w» Ji^tceUent, notwithitanding its hairing 
hem bnmght in a ruhltt fram Edinbiiirgh i 
and the habits of the Marquis,' irtien en« 
g«gied with iiidi good dieeft were some* 
what sedentaiy. And so it fell out that 
Ikity delayed. Aeir jotumey twoliouia later 
than was their 'original purpose. 

^ Sut what: of tbitti my good young 

(ritnd?^ said tbe Marquis^ ^K yourcaatle of 

Wolf*6 Crag is bnt at five or six miles dis« 

anoti and will aifofd the same hospitality 

VOL. u. M 
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^ ^stMO of A--^^, thatitgftuMo 

this 9^^^ ^ Witthmi A^hliin^'' . » 

«< 5ir William took tl^ castle birrMMftt*" 
said Ravensvood, ^ and, Ulie aiaoy^i vic- 
tor, had little reasmi to c<)»gi^jMiN^ IjA^ 
self on ht9 conqunt" ^ 

« Well, n«ll r said Lor4; A---r-i^^ wliose 
dignity was sodnethttig relaxed by the .wne 
iie had drunk,-^^^ laeel muat biibe ^outo 
harbour rae-^eoine, pledgee me io a hxm- 
per health to the last yoiuigilady that di^t 
at WolPs Crag, and liked; her quarlen^- 
My bones ate not so tender as hers^i wfA I 
am resdved to ocedpy iter apartmeti^ lo- 
sighty thati mayjuG^ bow hard ttoxoiich 
is thsA love can soften*^; \ . <; 

^< Your lordahip may diuae vltdtrpeiance 
you please/' said Ravenswoofl ;.^'^tLas« 
sure you, I Bfaotrid expect iny <M «erv^[it 
to hang btitiseli^ or throw Uimelf I'ramtfae 
battlements^ should yourtorda^ip i^ tiim 
so unexpectedfy^^I do as^te you» we^mre 
totally and literally uspnoi^utedv^ r , 

fioi l)is dedaration ooly 'lii0l^bt^£r<^ -bis 
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liMe fiatron an assurance of his own total 
indiffisrence as to every species of accom- 
modatiot)» and \m determination to see the 
tower of Wolfs Crag. His ancestor^ he said , 
Ind been fie»sted there, when he went for. 
ward with the then Lord Ravenswood to 
the falal battle of Fladdeni in whieh they 
both felK Thus hard pressed, the Master 
oifibrecl to ride forwards to get matters put 
in such preparation, as time and circum- 
stances admitted ; but the Marquis pro- 
t»ted, bis kinsman must afford him his 
company, and would only consent that an* 
avaat^courier should carry to the destined 
Senesclml, Caleb Bdderstone, the unex- 
pected news of this invasion, 
* Tive Master of Ravenswood soon after 
adcompanied the Marquis in his carriage, 
a&the latter had proposed ; and when they 
became better acquainted in the progress of 
tHe journey, his noble relation explained the 
vety liberal views which he entertained for 
his relation's preferment, in case of the sue- 
CC8S of his own political schemes. Thfey re- 
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lated to a secret^ and lughlyimportaQt dom- 
mission beyond seay which could only be en- 
trusted to a person of rasikf t^leiit^ and per- 
fect coufidence» and which^ as it re^uir^ 
great trust and reliance on the envoy^ eiB^ 
ployed) could not but prove boUi honour- 
able and advantageous to him* We ne«4 
not enter into the nature and purppse of 
this commission, farther than to acquatnt 
our readers that the charge was in prpfiipQQt 
highly acceptable to the Master of Raveo^ 
wood, who hailed with pleasure the hqpe 
of emerging from his present state of indi- 
gence and inaction, intp independence a^d 
honourable exertion. 

While he listened thus eagerly to the de* 
tails with which the Marquis now thought 
it necessary to entrust him, the messenger 
who had been dispatched to the Tower of 
WolPs Crag, returned with Caleb Baldeic- 
stcoie's humble duty, and an assurance^ 
that ^ a* should be in seemly order> sic aa 
the hurry of time permittedi to receive 
their lordships as it behoved/* 
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Raven&wood was too well accustomed to 
his Senescfaal'B mode of acting and speak- 
ings to hope much from this confident ash 
torance. He knew that Caleb acted upon 
tile priflcii^ a£ the Spanish generals, in 
the' Campaign of *■ ■ , who, much tothe 
perplexity oi the Prince of Orange, their 
commander in chief, used to report their 
troops as full in number, and possessed of 
all necessary points of equipment, not con-^ 
mdering it consistent with their dignity, or 
the hondur of Spain, to confess any defi- 
ciency either in men or munition, untU 
the want of both was unavoidably discover.- 
ed in the day of battle* Accordingly, Ra« 
venswood thought it necessary to give the 
Marquis some hint, that the fair assurance 
which they had just received from QSleh^ 
did ndt by any means ensure them against 
8 very indifferent reception. 

•^ You do yourself injustice. Master," said 
the Marquis, « or you wish to surprise me 
agreeably. From thn window I see a great 
light in the direction where, if I remember 
aright. Wolf's Crag lies *, and, to judge froqpt 
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the splendour which the old tower sBed^ 
around it, the preparations for our recep* 
tion must be of no ordinary descriptknik 
I remcmher your father putting the stm^^ 
deception on me, when we ^ent to the 
tower for a few days hawking, about tweit- 
ty years since, and yet vre spent our ttmfe 
^s jollity at Wolf's Ciag as we couki harve 
done at my own hunting seat at B J* ^ 

♦* Your lordship, I fear, wili experienee 
that the faculty of the present proprietor 
to entertain his friends is greatly abridge^^ 
said Ravens wood ; *^ the will, I need hardly 
say, remains the same. But I am as mudi at-a 
loss as your lordshipto account for so strong 
and brilliant a light as is now above Woirn 
Cfag, — the windows of the tower are ftW 
and narrow, and those of the lower. stoty 
are hidden from us by the walls of Ihe 
court.-*-I cannot conceive that any IHumir 
nation of an ordinary nature coukl iiflbrd 
such a blaze of light.*' ; . ' 

The mystery was soon explained ; for the 
cavalcade almost instantly halted^ and the 
voice of Caleb Balderstone was heard at 
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the coach witidove» exclaiming, in accents 
broken by grief and fear, •* Och, gentle* 
inea«^Och> my gude lords— Ocli, baud to 
the right i«— Woirs Crag is burning, bower 
and haV— al the rich plenishing outside and 
instde— a' the fine- graith, pictures, tapes* 
triesii needle* work, hangings, and other de- 
coremeats,— a' in a bleeze, as if they were 
nae mair than aae mony peats, or as muckie 
pease strae. Hand to the righti gentlemen, 
I implore ye— there is some sma* provision 
muking at Lucky Sma'trash's — but O, wae 
for this night, and wae for me that lives to 
seeit!**— — 

Havens wood was at first stunned by this 
new aod unexpected calamity ; but after a 
moment's recollection, he sprang from the 
carriage; ami hastily bidding his noble kins- 
iQan good night, was about to ascend the 
hill towards the castle, the broad and full 
conflagrafion of which now flung forth a 
high column of red light, that flickered far 
to seaward upon the dashing waves of the 
ocean* 



A 
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<< Take a hors^ Master/' ^cl^imM tlie 
Marquis, greatly ,afiectedl)y this add^tioual 
misfortune, so unexpectedly heape&.JU|^pa 
his young proteg^ i " and give roe ray ajp-* 
bling palfrey, and haste forwsurd, youlf^^v^ 
to see \?hat can be done to save ^he f«Sf% 
ture, or to extinguish the firo^ride, ^y^^ 
knaves, for your lives.'* 

The attendants bustled togetb^, and be* 
gan to strike their horses with ^h^, ^j^uw 
and call upon Caleb to shew them the, r^ad* 
But the voice of that careful Seneycbal was 
heard above the tumult, <' O stpp-^^^ 
stop — turn bridle, for the luve of merqy^^-^ 
add not loss of lives to loss of warl4'^ gIsV. 
•^Thirty barrels of powther landed out of 
a Dunkirk dogger in the auld JL^rd's tisM 
— a' in the vau'ts of the auld to,wer>— the fire 
canna be far affit, I trow-— Lord's 82^e,.t0 
the right, lads— ^to the right— lets pit the 
hill atween us and peril, — a wap wi' a coir* 
ner.stane o' Wolfs Crag wad defy the tjoo* 
tor.** 

It will readily be supposed that thi$ 
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nunciation hurried the Marquis and his at- 
tendants into the route which Caleb pre* 
8crtt>ed, dragging Ravenswood along with 
them, although there was much in the mat- 
ter which he could not possibly compre- 
hend. *^ Gun-powder !" he exclaimed, lay* 
ing hold of Caleb, who in vain endeavour* 
ed to escape from him, ^< what gun-pow- 
der ? How any quantity of powder could 
be in WoIPs Crag without my knowledge, 
I cannot possibly comprehend." 

" But I can,'* interrupted the Marquis^ 
whispering him^ '< I can comprehend it 
thoroughly — ^for God's sake, ask him no 
more q uestions at present 

^« There it is now," said Caleb, extrica«> 
ting himself from his master, and adjust- 
ing his dress, ** your honour will believe 
his lordship's honourable testimony— His 
lordship minds weel, how, in the year that 
him they ca*d King Willie died"— — 

<^ Hush ! hush, my good friend !" said the 
Marquis ; '< I shall satisfy your master upon 
that subject**' 
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*• And the people at Wolfs h&pe — ^*' jiaid 
llavenswoody ^ did none of them come to 
your assistance before the flame got so 
high?" 

*♦ Aye did they, mony ane c^'tiiemy'tAe 
rapscallions^" said C&lefa ; ^' but tretly I wis 
in nae hurry to let them into tha tdwWr 
where there were so much plate and valu- 
able?*" ^ 

" Confound you for an impudent liar/ 
said Ravenswood ; •* there was not a single 
ounce of" '. 

" Forbye," said the Butler, ! most irmve^ 
rently raising, his voice to a pitch whieii 
<lrowned his master's, *V the fire made fiwt 
on us, owing to the store of tapestry and 
carved timmer in the banqueting W, and 
the loons ran like scauded rats so soon as 
they heard of the guripoutbien'* 

*« I dp entreat," said the Marquis tdlSia^ 
venswood, " you will ask. him na mdre 
questions." , V '• 

*' Qaly one, my lord — Wfeat 4ia& fo^ome 
of poor Mysie ?" ' " : :. 



THE BIUOE OF LAfiSMB&MOOIU &%S 

;>t( Myd^?*' saidCaleb«^** I bad nine time 
to Idok ahocit ooy Mysicf-^^he's in theltower, 
l^se warrant, biding her awful doom." 

** By heaven!'' said Ravenswood^ ^* I do 
mt uadar^nd all tbis~4be life of a faith* 
Ail old creature is at stake — my lord/ 1 wiU 
be withheld no longer— I will at least ride 
up, and see wh^er the danger is as immt:- 
nent as this old fool pretends." 
. «< Weel, then,, as I live by l^ead/ said 
Calebs ^I'Mysie is weel and safe. I saw her 
oiit of the castle before I left it mysell-^ 
Was I ganging to forget an auld feliow<^ 
sewaat??' 

^ What madb yon tdl me the contrary 
this moment ?" said his master.^ 

^* Did I say otherwise ?'- answered Qtleb ; 
^Mten I maunhae been dreaming, surely, 
or this awsome night has turned my judg- 
ment — ^but safe she is, and: ne'er a living 
soul in the castle, a^ the better fq|^em — 
they wad have gotten an unco lieezy." 

,r£he Ma$ter of Ravens wood, upon tbi^ 
assufance being solemnly reiterated, aad 
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notwithstandiiig bis extreme "with fo ^it- 
nest the last expleMOB, wfaieh was tD mkk 
to the groiiiid the ntnsioti of his &tii«ra» 
soflbred himself to be ikagged onwtfd to- 
wards the village i^ Wdf^^hope, where not 
oiiiy the change-hautet bat that cf our omi 
weH-kBOWQ friend ihe coc^er^ were idl pre^ 
pared for receptioii of hhaiself aad^is noble 
guest,, with a Kberabty of promiOD which 
requires some exflaiiatiota. 

We omitted to menttoiv in its ifbce^ that 
Lockbafd havihg fished- out the truth c«i» 
cemittg the mode hy which Cirieb had ob- 
taim&d the supplies for his banquet^ tlie 
Lord Keeper, amused with the indideiitf 
and desirous at the tbne to gratify Ravens- 
wood, had recommdoded the oooper'of 
Wolf s*hope to the offidal sk^ation under 
government, the prospect of whieh bad^re- 
cdnciled him to the loss of his wild^foisL 
Mr Giofer's prefermeift l»d occasioiieA a 
pleasing surprise to eld Caleb ; for when, 
some days s^er bis aoaster's departure, he 
feundhimself absolutely compelled, by 



leccMajry bttsinea^f to visit the fishing ham* 
liiltf»i4 WASfjiMwtfi Uke aghoBt past the dooc 
of^tbfi.cooper, for fctar Qf bei^g sttmaaoned 
tQgiire some: acRoimt of Uie progress of the 
solicitatiQii in his favoor, or» mor« probablji 
that the jounates might upbraid him with 
thct false h«)p« :he had h(Ji4,out upov Ae 
suk^ctt he.beapd hisKself) no^ without so^ie 
apprdbeosimy auamoued at^nce in treble, 
tenor, and l^ft8Sr-*a; trio paiforaied by the 
vioic^s of MvB Girder, old Dane I^Mijp^the- 
dikiw and. the .goodtnan.of the dw^Jlipg— « 
«< Mc Caleb^-Kr Caleb^lif r Caleb Bolder. 
stooei I hope ye arena giu^iog dry* lipped 
byo^urdow, and we sae opMicUeiiidehtedi 
to you ?" 

This might be said irimieally as well as 
in earnest Caleb augured the woi^t, turn» 
ed A deaf ear to the liio aforesaid, and was 
moiving doggedly on, h|s andent castor 
puUed over his browse and hi^ €^|m bent 
oai the ground, as if to oaunt ihe flinty 
pebbltt with which the xude pathway was 
causewayed. But on a sudden he found 
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himself surrounded ill his pnigmfi^ like i 
stately mierchantman in tibe Gut ei^ Gibr4t^ 
tar, (I hope the ladies wttl^xeuse^ the tar-'^ 
paulih phraae,) by ttmseAlgemie^fi^aft > 

<« Gude guide tis^ Mr Balderstone i" said 
Mrs Girder. 

<< Wha wadhae Ihotighfc it bf aia aokt atod 
fcmn'd friend !" said^he motiici'. 
■_ «* No sae muckle as stay to reeeive^our 
thank.,- «kl the cooper uLeKv » «><I«.e 
the like o^ vat that seldom oner them* I am 
sure I hopethereVnae ill se^ ^wn foet#6^i 
lis^ Mr Balderstone — Ooy man l^at has siud 
to ye, I am no gratefo' for the situation of 
Queen's cooper, let vtie hae a^whample <M; 
him wi* mine eatche* — that's a*/* 

** My good friends— -my dear frien^^'' 
said Caleb, still doubting how the certain- 
ty of ilie matter might stand; *< what seeds 
a' this ceremony ? — ahe tries* tO serta^ditir 
friends)| Vtd sometimes they may happen tlD^ 
prosper, and sometimes to misg^e-^dae^ 
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ihsng I care to be fashed wt* less than thanks 
•*«-I never ooirid bide them/' 

^ Fmthp Mr Balderstone, ye siild hae beev 
fashed wi' feir o* niiDeb" said the downright 
man of staves and boops, *' )f I had only 
your gude*will to thank ye for-r-i snld 
e'en hae set the guse, and the wild* deukes, 
and the ruolel of sack, to bsJance that ac- 
count. Gude-will, man, is ageizen'd tub, 
that bauds .in nae liquor*--*but gude deed's 
like the cask, tight, round, and sound, that 
mil hand liquor for the king." 

<* Have ye no heard of our letter,,^' 
said the mother^n-law, *< qnakipg John the 
Qtieen's cooper for certain ?-— and scarce a 
cbield that had ever hammered gird, upon 
tub but was applying for it ?" 

«« Have I heard I! ir said Caleb, (who now 
fpuml how the wind set.) with an ax^cent of 
strong oontenipt at the doubt expfessed-^ 
•^ Have I heard, quo' she ! ! !"— and as he 
spoke, be changed his shambling, skulking, 
dodging pace, into a manly and apthorita^ 
tive step) re adjusted ^us cocked hat, and 
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ftuflfertd his brow to emerge from under it 
in ail the pride of aristocracy, like the stm 
from behind a cloud* 

«< To be sure, he canna biiA hae beardi** 
said the good woman. 

^ Ay, to he sure it's impossible but I 
should/' said Caleb ; <« and sae I'll be the 
first to kiss ye, joe, and wish you, cooper, 
much joy of your preferment, naething 
doubting but ye ken wha are your iHend^ 
atid have helped ye, and can help ye. I 
thought it right to Ibok a wee strange upcm 
it at first," added Caleb, ^ jdst to see if ye 
were made of the right mettle-^^ut ye ring 
true, lad, ye ring trtie/' 

So saying, with a most lordly air he kiss- 
ed the women, and abandoned his hand, 
with an air of serene patronage, to 1l»e 
hearty shake of Mr Girder's horn-hard 
palm. Upon thiis complete, and to Caleb 
most satisfactory information, he did not, 
it may reildily be believed, hesitate to ac- 
cept an invitation to a rolemn feast, to 
which were invited, pot only all the mU^ 



hk^. qf the viil^ge^ but even his ancient 
antagonist, Mr Dingwall himself. At this 
festivity he was^ of course, the most wel- 
come aad most honouredL guest ; and so 
well did he ply the company with storiet 
of wliat he Qould do wkh his master, lilt 
m^ter \?ith theJLord Keeper, tbe Lord 
K^ep^r wkh the Codnoil, and the Council 
wiUi the King, that before the oompany 
dismip^ed) (wh^h was, iiiMleed^ rather at 
an early hour th^n a late one^) every man 
of no^e AfL.tbc^ village was ascrading to the 
top-gallant of spme id0#l preferment by the 
ladder of ropes which Cateb had presented^ 
to their imagination. Na^y, the cunning But- 
ler regained in that auMnenti ttot only all 
thetioliaen^^e he poMesscd formerly over the 
villtigera, when the baronial family wbieh 
he served were at the proudest, but acquU 
red even an aoee^tkw of iooportanc^. The 
writer — thevery attorney him9eif~«uoh fa 
the thirst qf preferment-Hf^lt the force of 
theattractiony and taking an opportunity 
to draw Caleb into* a ^rner» spoicey with 
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affectionate -regret, of tbe declidiiig hedllk 
of the sheriff clerk of the couaty* 

** An excellent man->-a most valuable 
man, Mr Caleb— *but fat sail I ssiy !«— ^e fl^e 
peer feckless bodies---4ierothe day, said hw%* 
by cock-^screech the mom--*and if be fiuiU 
zies, there maun be somebody in his pluoe 
--^and gif that ye could airt it my way$ I 
sold be thanbful, man-^a giuve stufiedwi' 
gowd nobles— an' hark yci man, something 
canny tiH yoursell^-aod the Wolfs^hope 
carles to settle kindly wi' tbe Master- of 
Ravenswood-^diat is. Lord Raveuswood^— * 
God bless bis lordship." 

A* smile, and a hearty squeeze by- the 
band, was the suitable answer to this over- 
ture, and Caleb made bis escape frofa the 
jovial party, in order to avoid committing 
himself by any special promises. 

** The Lord be gude to me," said Caleb, 
when he found himself in the open air, 
and at liberty to give vent to the sel£>ex- 
ultation with which he was, as it were, dis- 
tended } <f did ever ony man see sic a set of 
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green-gahlings !^— the very pick-maws and 
8olaD*geese oat by yonder at the Bass hae 
ten times their sense — God, an' I had been 
the Lord High Commissioner to the Estates 
o' Parliament, they couldna hae beflumm'd 
me mair«^^and, to speak Heaven's truth, I 
c0old hardly haebeflumm'd Uiem better nei- 
ther. But the writer— *b)a ! ha ! ha !---*mercy 
on me, that I suld live in my aiild days to 
gi*e the gang- bye to the very writer ! She« 
riff-derk ! ! ! — But I hae an auld account to 
settle wi' the carle) and to make amends 
for bye-ganes, the office shall just cost him 
as much time-serving and tide-serving, as if 
he were to get it in gude earnest-*-of whi)k 
there is sma' ajppearance^ unless the Mas^ 
tet learns mair the ways of this warld^ 
v^bilk it is muckle to be doubted that he 
never* will." 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Wby iaiteeB y^n far funoiit— ^hy tkoot to the Uaif 
Tkmt airtW»ii» lUca-Bttof^ ffom* the fiffDantnt cast ?— » 

'Tit the £ce»fthower of ruin, ail dreadfully dritcn 
Fron thine eyrie» that lieacoiia tbo darkness of Heaven. 

Camfbslu' 

The eircnmrtances annouficed in the 
•oticlasion of the last chapter, wiU account 
for the ready and cheerful reception of the 

Marquis of A and the Master of Ra« 

▼enswood in the village of Wolfs-hope. In 
fact, Caleb had no sooner annouaced the 
conflagration of the tower, than the whcde 
hamlet were upon foot to hasten to extin- 
guish the flames. And although that zealous 
adherent diverted their zeal by intimating 
the formidable contents of the subterranean 
apartments, yet the check only turned their 
assiduity into another directioB. Never 
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had there been siidh slaughtering of capons, 
and But gee&e, and barn- door fowls,«»never 
such boiitng of reested ham8,^nQver such 
making of oatcakes and sweet scones, Sel« 
kirk bannocks, coc^tes, and petticoat-tails, 
delicacies little known to the present ge- 
neration* Never liad there been such a 
tapping of barrels, and sueh uncorking of 
grey-beards, in the village pf WolPs-hopc. 
AH the inferior houses were thrown open 
for the reception of the Marquises depend- 
ants, wlio oamei it was thought, as preour- 
s(»rs of tlie shower of (Nreferment, which 
hereafter was to leave the f est of Scotland 
dry, in order to distil its rich dews on 
the village of Wolf's-hope under Lammer* 
moor. The minister put in his claim to 
have the guests of distinction lodged at 
the Manse, having his eye^ it was thought, 
upon a neighbouring preferment, wl^ere 
the incumbent was sickly j but Mr Balder* 
stone destined that honour to the cooper, 
bis wife, and wife's mother, who danced for 
ioy at the preference thus assigned them. 

3 
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. Many a beck and manjr a bow mleomed 
theae aobie gucsta to aagood enlertaiiunent 
at penoDS oi sach a raok could set befiire 
such visitors ; and the old d«&e» wfa^ had 
fiirmeriy lived in Ravenswood Caatte^ and 
knew, as she said» the ways of tke.wibi&ty» 
waa no wajrs wanting in arranging mafcters, 
as well as circumstances permitted^ accord- 
ing to the etiquette of the times. The 
oaoper's house was so roomys that each 
guest had his sepacate retiring roon^ to 
which th^ were Ulcered with all due cere- 
mony, while the ptentiful supper was in the 
act of being placed upon the taUe.^ 

Ravenswood no sooner found Mmself 
alone, than, io^pelled by a. thousand feel- 
ings he left the apartment^ the house» and 
the villagfi, and hastily retraced his steps 
to the brow of the hlll^ which rose hei^txt 
the village* and screened it from the tower, 
in order to view the final fall of the house 
of his fathers^ Some idle boya froan' the 
hamlet had taken the same direction out 
of curiosit/i having; first witnessed the ar- 
il 



£il9di of the coftduaQd-m and its attend- 
ants. . As they tsm erne by one past the 
Miafiter^ eaUing to each dtJierto << cone 
aaift see the auld tower Uaw up in the lift 
lik^Mtlia pedings of an iogan^'^ he could 
t4i^. iHft feel hfoiKlf moved with indigna« 
liQttft ^^ And these are the sons of my fa- 
ther's vassals," he said*~^ of men bound, 
both by law -and gratttode» to follow our 
8tq)t tbroiQ^h battle, and irre, and fiood;: 
i^od BOW the destruction of their Itege-. 
]ord> house is but a hdi^y^s- sight to 
them !** - 

These eicasperatidg refieetidns were part- 
ly expressed in the acrimony with which he 
eitclftimed, on feeling himself pulled by the 
cloak, — " What do ye want, ye dog ?'* 
' '^ I am a dog; aQd an atild dc^. too," an- 
swered Caleb, foT it was be who had taken 
the freed^^,:— r*< atjd I am like to get a 
dog's wages-f-but it does dot signification 
a- pinch o(f sni^esbing^ for I am ower auld a 
dog to learn new tricks, or to fellow a new 
nvasten'v - 



S88 TA1.E8 OF JIT ILANBLORD^ 

As he spoke, Ravenswood attained the 
ridge of the hill from ^bieh Wolf's Crag 
was visible ; the flames had entirely sunk 
down, and to his great surprise, there was 
only a dusky reddening upon the clouds 
immediately over the castle, which aeemed 
the reflection of the embars of the "sunken 
five* 

*< The place cannot have blown up," 
tatd the Master ; *< we must have heard 
the report~if a quarter of the gutipowder 
was there you tell me of, it would have 
been heard twenty miles ofil'' 

«< It's very like it wad,'' said Balderstone, 
composedly. 

^ Then the fire cannot have reached the 
vaults-—-" 

«« It's like no," answered Caleb, with the 
same impenetrable gravity. 

^ Hark ye, Caleb," said his master^ 
<< this grows a little too much for my pa- 
tience. I must go and examine how mat« 
ters stand at Wolfs Crag myself." 

'< Your honour is ganging to gang nae 
sic gate," said Caleb, firmly. 
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* An^ wky not ?** said ^venswoad, 
sharply ; << who or what shall [^event 

*< Even I mysel,'* said Caleb, with the 
same determinadon* 

^< You, Balderstone !'' replied the Mas- 
ter, *< you are forgetting yourself, I think." 

** But I think no,'' said Balderstone; 
** for I can just tell you a' about the cas- 
tle on this know-head as weel as if you 
were at it. Only dinna pit yoursel into a, 
kippage, and expose yoursel before the 
weans, or before the Marquis, when y€ 
gang down bye.** 

** Speak out, you old fool,"* replied his 
master, *^ and let me know the best and 
the worst at once/' 

<« Ou, the best and warst is just that the 
tower is standing hail and fear, as safe and 
as empty as when ye left it." 

^< Indeed !«^-^nd the fire i"" said Ravens* 
wood* 

<< Not a gleed of fire, then, except the 
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bit kindliog peat, and maybe a spunk io 
Mjsie's cutty-pipe," replied Caleb. 

<* But the flame ?" demanded Ravens- 
wood ; ^* the broad blaze which might have 
been seen ten miles off-«-what occasioaed 
that ?" 

«< Hout awa ! it's an auld Mtying and a 
true, — 

V 

Little's the light 

Will be seen far in a mirk night. 

A wheen fern and horse Utter that I fired 
in the court-yard^ after sending. back the 
loun of a footman ; and, to speak Heaven's 
truth, the next time that ye send or bring 
ony body here, let them be gentles aljen- 
arly, without ony fremd servants, like that 
chield Lockhard, to be gtedgii^ and glee- 
ing about, and looking upon the wrang 
side of ane's hbusekeeping, to the discredit 
of the family,, and forcing ane to damn 
their souls wi' telling ae lee after another 
faster than I can count them-^I wad rather 
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set fire to the tower in gude earnest^ aotd 
burn it ower my ain head into the bargain^ 
Hr I see the family dishonouitd in the 
sort." 

* ^^Upon my word, I am infinitely obliged 
by the propoaalt Caleb," said bis miaster, 
scarce able to restrain his laughter, though 
rather angry at the same time. ^< But the 
gunpowder? — ^is there such a thing in the 
tower ? — the Marquis seemed to know of 
it" 

" The pouther — ha ! ha 1 ha ! — the Mar- 
qois-i^bal-ha! ha!" replied Caleb; ** if 
your honour were to brain me, I behooved 
to laugh — the Marquis — the pouther — was 
i| there? ay, it was there. Did he Inn 
o't ? — my certie ! the Marquis* kenn'd o't, 
and it was the best of the game; for, 
when I couldna pacify yovir honour wi' a' 
that I could' say, I aye threw but a word 
mair about the gunpouther, and garr'd the 
Marquis tak the job in his ain hand." 

^* But you have not* answered my quea- 
tion," said the Master impatiently ; *^ how 
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came the pawder there^ and where is it 
now?" 

^ Out it came tbiere, an ye maim needb 
ken," said Caleb, looking mysteriously, and 
whispering, ^' when tliens was like to be a 
wee bit rising here ; and the Marquis, and 
a' the great lords of l^e north, were a' in 
it, and mony a gudely gun and broadsword 
were ferried ower frae Dunkirk forbye the 
pouther — awfu' wark we had getting them 
into the tower under cloud o' night, for ye 
maun think it wasna every body could be 
trusted wi' sae kittle jobs— «But if ye wiH 
gae hame to your supper, I ^U tell you a' 
about it as ye gang down." 

•** And these wretched boys," said Ha- 
venswood, ^ is it your pleasure they are to 
sit there all night, to wait for die blowing 
up of a tower that is not even on fire ?• 

•• Surely not, if it is your honour's plea- 
sure that they suld gang hame ; although," 
added Caleb, <* it wadna do them a grain's 
damage-— they wad screigh less the next 
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da7» and sleep the soumier at e'a[v~But 
just as your honour likes.** 

Stepping accordingly towards the urch- 
ins who manned the knoUs near which they 
stood, Caleb infcHrmed them^ in an authori- 
tative tone, that their Hcmouis Lord Ra- 
venswood and the Marqiiis of A—-— had 
given orders that the tower was not to 
blow up till next day at noon. The boys 
dispersed upon this comfortable assurance. 
One 6r two» however, followed Caleb for 
more information^ particularly the urchin 
whom he had cheated while officiating aa 
turnspit, who screamed, ^ Mr Balderstone ! 
lir BEdderstone ! than the castle^s gane out 
fikc an auld wif^s spunk l" 

^ To be sure it is, caUant," said the But* 
ler ; *^ do ye think the castle of as great a 
lord as Lord Ravenswood wad continue in 
a bleeze, and btnv standing looking on wi' 
hia ain very een ? — It's aye right,** conti* 
nued Caleb, shaking off his ragged page* 
and dosing in to his master, '< to train up 
weans, as the wise man says, in the way 
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they should go, and aboon a' to teach them 
respect to their superiors.*' 

" But all this while* Caleb, you have ne- 
ver told me what became of the arms and 
powder/' said Ravenswood. 

«• Why, as for the arms/' said Caleb, " it 
was just like the bairns' rhyme — 

' Some gaed eart^ and some gaed west. 
And some gaed to the craw's nest ;' 

And for the poiither^ I e'en changed it, as 
occasion served, with the skippers o' I>uteh 
luggers and French vessels, for gin and bran- 
dy, and it served the house mony a year^-^4 
gude swap too, between^ what cheereth the 
soul of man and that which dhngetii it clean 
out of the body j forby e, I keepit a wheen 
pounds of it for yoursell when ye wanted 
to take the pleasure o' shooting — ^whiles, 
iB^ these latter day«, I wad hardty bae 
kenn'd else whar to get pouther for your 
pleasure. And now that your anger is 
ower, sir, wasna that weel managed o' me, 
and arena ye far better sorted doun yonder 
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than ye could hae been in your ain auYd 
ruins up bye yonder, as the case stands wi' 
us now ?— the mair's the pity." 

" I believe you may be right, Caleb ; 
but, before burning down my castle, either 
in jest or in earnest," said Ravenswood, «* I 
I think I had a right to be in the secret." . 

•• Fie for shame, your, honour !" replied 
Caleb ; ** it fits an auLd carle like me weel 
eneujgh to tell lees for the credit of the fa- 
mily, but it wadna beseem the like o' your 
honour's sell ; besides, young folk are no ju* 
dicious — they cannot make the maist of a 
bit figment Now this fire — for a fire it sail 
bey if I suld bum the auld stable to make it 
mair feasible*— this fire, besides that it will 
be an excuse for asking ony thing we want 
through the country, or doun at the haven 
— ^this fire will settle mony things on an 
honourable footing for the family's credit, 
that cost me telling twenty daily lees to a 
wheen idle chaps and queans, and, what's 
waur, without gaining credence." 

«• That was hard indeed, Caleb j but I 
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do not see how this fire should hdp your 
veracity or your credit."* 

** There it is nowi** said Caleb } .^* wasna 
I saying that young folk had a green judg»> 
ment ?*-*How suld it help me» quotha ? — it 
will be a creditable apology for the honour 
of the family for this score of years to corner 
if it is weel guided. Where's the family pic- 
tures ? says ae meddling body-*-tfae great 
fire at Wolffs Crag, answers L Where's the 
family plate ? says another— ^die great fire^ 
says I } wha was to think of plate when 
life and limb were in danger ? — Where's the 
wardrobe and the linens ? — where's the 

I 

tapestries and the decorements ?-«-bed8 of 
state, twiltSy pands and testors, napery and 
broidered work ? — The fire— the fire— the 
fire. Guide the fire weel> and it will serve 
ye for a' that ye suld have and have not — 
and, in some sort, a gude excuse is better 
than the things themselves ; for they maun 
crack and wear out, and be consumed by 
time, whereas a gude offcome, prudently 
and creditably handled, may serve a noble- 
man and his family. Lord kens how lang f* 
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Ravenswopd was toa well acquainted 
with his Butler's pertinacity and self-opi- 
nion, to dispute the point with hipa any 
further. Leaving Caleb, therefore, to the 
enjoyment of his own successful ingenuity, 
he JTeturaed to the hamlet, where he found 
the Marquis and the good women of the 
mansion under some anxiety-<^the former 
on account of his absence, the others for 
the discredit their cookery might sustain 
by the delay of the supper. All Were now 
at ease, and heard with pleasure that the 
fire at the castle had burned out of itself 
without reaching the vaults, which was the 
only information that Ravenswood thought 
it proper to give in public concerning the 
event of his Butler's stratagem. 

They sat down to an excellent suppfer. 
No invitation could prevail on Mr and Mrs 
Girder, even in their own house, to sit 
down at table with guests of such high qua- 
lity. They remained standing in the ap£^rt^ 
ment, and acted the part of respectful and 
careful attendants on the company. Such 

N S 
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were the manners of the time. The elder 
dame» confident through her age and con- 
nection with the Ravenswood family^ was 
less scrupulously ceremonious. She played 
a mixed part betwixt that of the hostess 
of an inn, and the mistress of a private 
house, who receives guests above her own 
degree. She recommended, and even press- 
ed what she thought best, and was herself 
easily^en treated to take a moderate share of 
the good cheer, in order to encourage her 
guests by her own example. Often she in* 
terrupted herself, to express her regret that 
" my Lord did not eat — that the Master 
was pyking a bare bane — ^that, to be sure, 
there was naething there fit to set before 
their honours— that Lord Allan, rest his 
saul, used to like a pouthered gnse, and 
said it was Latin for a tass o' brandy—that 
the brandy came frae France direct ; for, 
for a' the English laws and gangers, the 
WolPs-hope brigs hadna forgotten the gate 
to Dunkirk.'* 
Here the cooper admonished his mother- 
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in-law with his elbow, which procured him 
the foUowiag special notice in the progress 
of her speech. 

<< Ye needna be dunsbin that gate, John," 
continued the old lady ; ^* naebody ^ays 
that ffe ken whar the brandy comes from ; 
and it wadna be fitting ye should^ and you 
the queen's cooper j and what signifies^" 
continued ^e» addressing Lord Ravens- 
wood, <* to king, queen, or keiser, whar an 
auld wife like me buys her pickle sneeshin^ 
or her drap brandy- wine, to baud her heart 
up?** 

Having thus extricated herself from hep 
supposed false step^ Dame Loup^the-dyke 
proceeded, during the rest of the evening, 
to supply, with great animation, and vetyt 
little assistance from her guests, the. funds 
necessary for the support of the conversa^ 
lion, until, declining any further circula- 
tion of their glass, ber guests requested her 
permission to retire to their apartments. , 

The Marquis occupied the chamber o£ 
dais, which, in every house above the rank# 
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of a mere cottage, was kept sacred for such 
high occasions as the present The modern 
finishing with plaister was then unknown, 
and tapestry was confined to the houses of 
the nobility and superior gentry. The coop* 
er, therefore, who was a man of scHne va- 
nity, as well as some wealth, had imitated the 
fashion observed by the inferior landhold* 
ers and clergy, who usually garnished their 
state apartments with hanging^ of a sort of 
stamped leather, manufactured in the Ne- 
therlands, garnished with trees and animals 
executed in copper foil, and with many a 
pithy sentence of morality, which, although 
couched in Low Dutch, were perhaps as 
much attended to in practice as if written 
in broad Scotch. The whole had some- 
what of a gloomy aspect ; but the fire, 
composed of old pitchrbarrel staves, blazed 
merrily up the chimney i the bed was de- 
corated with linen of most fireih and daih 
zling whiteness, which had never before 
been used, and might, j^erhaps, have never 
been used at all, but for this high occasion 
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On the toilettip besidei stood an old^faahioo* 
ed muTor» in a fiUagree frame, part of th« 
dispersed finery of the neighbouring castle. 
It was flanked by a long-necked bottle of 
floreni^e wine» by which stood a glass near- 
ly as tall) resembling in shape that^hich 
Teniers usually places in the hands of his 
own portrait, when he paints himself as 
mingling in the revels of a country village. 
To counterb^ance those foreign centinels, 
there mounted guard on the other side of 
the mirror two stout warders of Scottish 
lineage i a jug, namely, of double ale, 
which held a Scotch pint, and a quegh or 
bicker of ivory and eboi^iy, hooped with sil* 
ver, the work of John Girder's own hands, 
and the pride of his heart. Besides these 
preparations against thirst, there was a 
goodly diet-lo^ or sweet cake ; so that, 
with such auxiliaries, the apartment seem* 
ed victualled against a siege of two or three 
days. 

It only reinains to say, that the Marquis's 
valet was in attendance, displaying his mas* 
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ter's broca^led nightgown, and richly ew 
broidered velvet cap, lined and faced with 
Brussels lace, upon a huge leathern easy 
chair, wheeled round so as to have the full 
advantage of the comfortable fire which we 
have already, mentioned. We therefore 
commit that eminent person to his night's 
repose, trusting he profited by the ample 
preparations made for his accommoda- 
tion, — preparations which we have men- 
tioned in detail, as illustrative of ancient 
Scottish manners. 

It is not necessary we should be equally 
minute in describing the sleeping apartment 
of the Master of Ravenswood, which was 
that usually occupied by the goodman and 
goodwife themselves. It was comfortably 
hung with a sort of warm- coloured worsted, 
manufactured in Scotland, approaching ia 
texture to what is now called shaloon. A 
staring picture of John Girder himself' or-i 
namented this dormitory, painted by a starw 
ving Frenchman, who had, God knows 
how or why, strolled over from flushing 
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or Dunkirk to Woirs-hope in a smuggling 
dogger. The features were, indeed, those of 
the stubborn^ opmionative, yet sensible ar- 
tizan, but Monsieur had contrived to throw 
a French grace into the look and manner, 
so utterly inconsistent with the dogged 
gravity of the original, that it was in[)possi- 
ble to look at it without latighing. John 
and his family, however, piqued themselves 
not- a little upon this picture, and were pro- 
portionably censured by the neighbour- 
hood, who pronounced that the cooper,' 
in sitting for the same, and yet more in 
presuming to hang it up in his bed-chamber, 
bad exceeded his privilege as the richest 
man of the village ; at once stept beyond the 
bounds of his own rank, and encroached 
upon those of the superior orders ; and, in 
fine, had been guilty of a very over-ween- 
ing act of vanity and presumption. Re- 
spect for the memory of my deceased friend, 
Mr Richard Tinto, has obliged me to treat 
this matter at some length j but I spare the 
reader his prolix, though curious observa- 
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tionsy as well upon the ^^fudtN of the 
French school^ as upon the state of paint- 
ing in Scotland, at the t^eginning of the 
eighteenth century. 

The other preparations of the Mastar's 
sleeping apartment, were similar to those 
in the chamber of dais. 

At the usual early hour of that period, the 
Marquis of A ■ and his kinsman prepared 
to resume their journey. This could not be 
done without an ample breakfast, in which 
cold meat and hot meat, and oatmeal flum- 
mery, wine and cpirits, and milk varied by 
every possible mode of preparation, evinced 
the same desire to do honour to their guests, 
which had been shewn by the hospitable 
owners of the mansion upon the evening . 
before* All the bustle of preparation for 
departure now resounded through Wolf's- 
hope. There was paying of bills and sha- 
king of hands, and saddling of horses, and 
harnessing of carriages, and diistributing of 
drink-money. The Marquis left a broad 
piece for the gratification of John Girder's 



V. 
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household, w]^ich ^ he, the said John, was 
for some time difiqposed to convert to his 
own use; Djngwall the writer assuring 
him he was justified in so doing, seeing be 
was the disburser of those expences which 
were the occasion of the gratification. But» 
notwithstanding this legal authority, John 
could not find in his heart to dim the spleiw 
dour of his late hospitality, by pockeUing 
any thing in the nature of a gratuity, fite 
only assured his menials he would consider 
them as a damned ungrat^ul pack, if they 
bought a gill of brandy elsewhere than oat 
of his own stores ; and as the drink-money 
was likely to go to its legitimate use, be 
comforted himself that, in this manner, the 
Marquis's donative would, without any im- 
peachment of credit and character, come 
ultimately into his own exclusive posset^ 
tion. 

While arrangements were making dm 
departure, Ravenswood made blythe the 
heart of his ancient butler, by informing 
him, cautiously however, £or he knew Ca« 
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leb^s warmth of imagioatioD, ^the probaUe 
change which was about to take place in 
his fortunes. He deposited witb Balder- 
stone, at the same time, the greater part of 
his slender funds, with an assurance which 
he was obliged to reiteiate more than once, 
that he himself had sufficient supplies in 
certain prospecti He, therefore, enjoined 
Caleb, as he valued his favour, to desist from 
all further manoeuvres against the inhabit^ 
ants of Wolf s-hope, their cellars, poultry, 
yards, and substance whatsoever. In this 
prohibition, the old domestic acquiesced 
more readily than his master expected. 

^* It was doubtless,^ he said, *^ a shame^ 
a discredit, and a sin, to' harry the puir 
creatures, when the family were in circum- 
stances to live honourably on their ain 
means; and there might be wisdom,'' he 
said, << in giving them a whiles breathing^ 
time, at any rate^ that they might be the 
more readily brought forwards upon his 
honour's future occasions.^' 

This matter being settled, and having 



TR£ BRIDE OVXAMMERMOOIU SOT 

taken an affiseticnate fiirewell of his old do* 
mestie, the Master rejoined his noble rela« 
tive, ^ho was now ready to enter his car^ 
riage. The two landladies, old and youngi 
in all kindly greeting, stood simpering at 
the door of their house, as the coach and 
six, followed by its train of clattering horse- 
men, thundered out of the village. Jobs 
Girder also stood upon his tbreshold, now 
looking at his honoured right hand, which 
had been so lately shaken by a marquis and 
a lord, and now giving a glance into the in- 
terior of his mansion, which manifested all 
the disarray of the late reveli as if balan^ 
cing the distinction which be had attained 
with the expences of the entertainment. 

At length he opened his oracular jaws. 
*« Let every man and woman here set about 
their ain business^ as if there was nae sic 
thing as marquis or master, duke or drake, 
laird or lord, in this world. Let the house 
be redd up, the broken meat set bye, and if 
there is ony thing totally uneatable, let it 
be gien to the puir folk } and gudemother 
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mud wife^ I hae just ae thing to entreat ye, 
tiiat ye will neter speak to me a sii^le 
wordy good or bad, anent a' this ooosense 
warkt but keep a' your cracks about it to 
yourseUs mid your kimmers, for my head 
11 weel nigh dung donnart wi* it abeady.** 
Am John's authority was tolembly abao- 
lute, all departed to their usual occi^tions, 
tearing him to biiild castles in the iair, if be 
bad a mind,* upon the court-&vour whidi 
he had acquired by the expenditure of Ihs 
worldly substance. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Wby, DOW I have Dame Fortune bj the lbrelo<^ 
And if she scapes my gnspi the fiuilt is mine ; 
He that hath bufibtted with stern adversitj, 
Best knows to shape his course to favouring breeaes. - 

OvB. travellers reached Edinburgh with- 
oat any farther adventure^ and the Mas- 
ter of Ravenswood, as had been previously 
settled, took up his abode with his nobit 
friend. 

In the mean time, the political crisis 
which had been expected, took place, and 
the Tory party obtained, in the Scottish 
councils of Queen Anne, a short-lived as^ 
cendency, of which it is not our business 
to trace either the cause or consequences. 
Suffice it to say, that it affected the diffe- 
rent political parties according to the na^ 
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ture of their principles. In £ngland> maty 
of the High Church party, with Harley, at 
terwards Earl of Oxford, at their head, af- 
fected to separate their principles from those 
of the Jacobites, and, on that account, ob- 
tained thedenominationofWhimsicals*. The 
Scottish High Church party, on the con- 
trary, or, as they termed themselves, the 
Cavaliers, were more consistent, if not so 
prudent, in their politics, and viewed all the 
changes now made, as preparatory to call- 
ing to the throne, upon the queen's demise, 
her brother, the Chevalier St George. 
Those who had suffered in his service, now 
entertained the most unreasonable hopes, 
not only of indemnification, but of venge- 
ance upon their political adversaries, while 
families attached to the Whig interest, saw 
nothing before them but a renewal of the 
hardships they had undergone during the 
reigns of Charles the Second and his bro- 
ther, and a retaliation of the confiscations 
which had been inflicted upon the Jacobites 

during that of King William. 

10 
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, But the most alarmed at the change of sys- 
tem, was that prudential set of persons, some 
of whom are found in all governments, but 
who abound in a provincial administration 
like that ot Scotland during the period, and 
who are what Cromwell called waiters Upon 
providence, or, in'^other words, uniform ad- 
herents to the party who are uppermost. 
Many of these hastened to read their recan- 
tation to the Marquis of A- — ^ ; and, as 
it was easily seen, that he took a deep in- 
terest in the affairs of his kinsman, the 
Master of Ravenswood, they were the first 
to suggest measures for retrieving at least 
a part of his property, and for restoring 
hiin in blood against his father's attainder. 
Old Lord Turn tippet professed to be 
one of the most anxious for the success of 
these measures ; for ^* it grieved him to 
the very saul," he said, " to see so brave a 
young gentleman, of sic auld and undoubt- 
ed nobility, and, what was mair than a' 
that, a bluid relation of the Marquis of 
A<-~— , the man whom,'' he swore, << he 
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honoured most upon the face c^tbe yeartby 
brought to so severe a pass. Sof his aiu -pair 
peculiar,** as he saM, '< and to contribute 
iomething to tiie rebabitlition of «ae atild 
ane housey** the sai^Tumtippet sent ^ three 
Autiilj pictures lacking the fiimes, and six 
high»baeked chahrs, with worked Turicey 
cushions, having the crest of Rkvenawood 
broidered thereon, witliout chargmg a pen- 
ny either of the principal or Interest they 
had cost him, when he bought them, six* 
teen yjears before, at a rotip of the Aimi- 
ture of Lord RavenswoOd^H lodgings in the 
Canongate* 

Much more to Lord Tumtippet^ distiiay 
than to his surprise, although he afl^cted to 
feel more of the latter than the former, the 
Marquis received his gift very drily, and ob- 
served, that his lordship's restitution, IT he 
expected it to be received by the Mteter of 
Ravenswood and his friends, must compre- 
hend a pretty large farm, which havingbeen 

mortgaged to Tumtippet for tt very; intde- 

e 
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quite 8UBI) he bid ooatiiTed» doiiiig tlie 
cmifiisioii of the hm^ affiu»^ and by 
imua well umlentood by the lawyei9 of 
thafe peiiodt to acquiise to. hioiself uk absort 
liile properly; 

The old time-serving lord winced exaes-* 
sively under tUs requtii|k», pioteflti^g jto 
€k)d> that he. saw im> occasion the lad cooUl 
have for the instant possesuon o£ the land, 
seeing he woidd doubtless now ]:€cover die 
bulk of his ertiMie from: Si r WUliam Ashton* 
to whic^ he was ready to cmitribuite by ev^y 
ineaflis in his pmirer^ as waa just and reason^ 
able; and finally declaring^ that he was 
willing to settkn the land on the young gea-^ 
tleman> after his own natural dem^* 

But. all these excuses ayaileid nothiiig^ 
and he was cosapeUed to dis^pM'ge the pro^ 
perty» on receiving^back tiie sum for which 
it had been mortgaged* Havingno othei^ 
m^ns of nuking peacie with the high^ 
powers, he . retAU»)ed :home, scvrowful and 
nQ»leontwt> compkining to his confi4wt% 

VOL. n. o 



S14 . TALS8 OF MT LANDLOBD* 

<< that every mutation or cbaiif^e in the state 
had hitherto been productive of some sma?^ 
advantage to him in his ain quiet affiuis ; 
but that the present had (pize upon it!) eost 
him one of the best pen-feathers o' kis 
wing.** 

Similar me|»ares were threatraed agpunst 
others, who had profited by the wreck of 
the fortune of Biavenswood ; and Sir William 
Ashton» in particular, was menaced w^ 
a parliamentary reversal of the judicial sei^ 
tences under which he held the Castle and 
Barony of Ravenswood* With him, how- 
ever, the Master, as weU for Lucy's; sake 
as on account of the hospitality lie had re* 
ceived from him, felt himself under the 
necessity of proceeding with great candour. 
He wrote to the late Lord«>Keeper, for he 
no longer held that office, stating fcankly 
the engagement which existed between 
him and Miss Ashton^ requesting his p^u 
mission forthmr union, and assuring him oi 
his willingness to put the settlement of aU 
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matters between them upon such a foot- 
ing, as Sir William himself should think 
£ivourable« 

. The same messenger was charged with a 
letter to Lady Ashton, deprecating any 
cause of displeasure which the Master 
might unintentionally have given, her, en- 
larging upon bis attachment to Miss Ash- 
ton, and the length to which it h|ul pro- 
ceeded, and conjuring the lady, as a Dou- 
glas in nature a9 well' as in name, gene- 
rously to forget ancient prejudices and mis- 
understandings ; and to believe that the 
family had acquired a friend, and she her* 
self a respectful and attached bumble ser- 
, vant, in him who subscribed himself Edgar, 
. Master of Ravens wood. * ' ■-. 

A tliird letter Ravenswood addressed 
to Lucy, and the messenger was instruct- 
ed to find some secret and secure meafis 
of delivering it into her own hands/ It 
contained the strongest protestations of con- 
tinued ai^ction, and. dwelt upon .the ap- 
proaching change of the writer's fbrtuaes 
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-as chiefljr valaable, by tendiog to remove 
the tmpediinents to their union. He rela- 
ted the steps he had taken to overcome the 
prejudices of her parents, and especially of 
her mother, and expressed his hope they 
miprht prove effectual. If not, he still 
trusted that his absence from Scotland upon 
an important and honoutsMe mimon might 
give' time for prejudices to die away ; while 
he hoped ahd trusted Miss Ashton's con- 
stancy, on which be had the most impUcit 
reliimce, would baffle any e£brt that might 
be used to divert her attachmaat. - Much 
more there was, which, however interest- 
ing to the lovers themselves, would aflford 
the reader neither interest nor informa^n« 
To each of these three letters the Master 
of Ravenswood received an answer^ but by 
di£ferent means of conveyance, and certain- 
ly couched in very different styles. 

Lady Ashton answered his letter by his 
own messenger, who was not allowed to 
remain at Ravenswood a moment longer 
than she was engaged in penning* these 
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lines. << For the hand of Mr Ravenswood of 
Wolf's Crag, these : 

" Sir, unknownt, 
•• I have received a letter, signed Edgar, 
Master of Ravenswoo(l, concerning the wri- 
ter whereof I am uncertain, seeing that the 
honours of such a family were forfeited for 
high treason in the person of Allan, late 
Lord Ravenswood. Sir, if you shall happen 
to be the person so subscribing yourself, 
you will please to know, that I claim the full 
interest of a parent in Miss Lucy Ashton, 
which I have disposed of irrevocably in be- 
half of a worthy person. And, sir, were this 
otherwise, I would not listen to a proposal 
from you, or any of your house, seeing their 
hand has been uniformly held up against 
the freedom of the subject, and the immuni* 
ties of God's, kirk. Sir, it is not a flighter- 
ing blink of prosperity which can change 
my constant opinion in this regard, seeing 
it has been my lot before now, like holy 
Davidf to see the wicked great in power, 

o 2 
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Md florndttog like a pnti Imy ttee j 
vertheless I passed, and they wne iioi;».«iid 
the place thereof koew them no more. 
Wishing you to lay these tinvgaito' jaut 
heart for your own adoe/ to faaiaaitihey 
may concern yoii» I pray jmi toitidBe- ito 
further notioe of her*^ ute dietiiea to ffemn 
your unknown aervantt 

*f otheniMexAawTCai^'^ 

' r 

Abdut two di^ after he had (xeGeite4 
this very unsatisfactory i;ifMtle»: the Jhfaster 

of Ravenswoodf while milking up ths 

H^gfo4)treet of JSdiobuighi wMrfosdediby 

a person, in whom, 4» the sum puUed off 

bis hat to make an apology, hemoc^ioised 

JLoddiard, the confidcntiai dcmestic ^rfiir 

l^iUism Aditon. The man bowedy sUpta 

letter into his haad^^and dbappeared» The 

packet ccHitained feurciote^writtim felica^ 

from which, however, as is aometiflaes hip 

eident to the eenqMnnttom of great iaw^rs, 

Uttie could be eatneted^ ezeeptuig-that 
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: ^ffir fWittiam spoke at length ef ^ 
Ul^ hAmwbA tqpupd ite /bis ' dear ^ yoiuig 
MfksBiiy the Master ^ of Baim»W0od, asd 
of his very toxtrooittr irigh Tflliie isod fO& 
gud for the MaB|8k of A*.i4««^^ hls'^^iy 
^ar dd friend ;-^be tftnted tlfit*eiiyr mea^ 
surot that ttojr siiglrt ^afik9t» iiiv^vl»cb he 
was ooncertted^ mmld lie canted on with 
due regard to ^e sanctity of decreets, and 
|tidg>fiWBts obtaiftedmj^ti^ca^ pro^ 

tostkig, beforemeii ooid^aigcls, that if the 
few of SoMlaikd, as dwlared » her esta* 
hlished ooiHts, were to iindetgo a ferersal 
is any pqiolar asseasbly^ the evik which 
would thoEiee arise to the puMf^ ^wmld 
infliet a greater woond upon his hearl^ 
than any loss he might himself - smtain 
by such irr^ular pcodtedin|^« He ion* 
»died mttdi on generosity aad forgive- 
aess of nnitual injuries, and htDfeed- at the 
flsutaUli^ of huB»n a^Bdrs,- akraye- &^om- 
iteitQfJcrwith the^tipesdhn jmtty inpolitios. 
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He patbeticttlly kineatedy and gently cm* 
sured, the haste which had been used in de- 
priving him of his situation. of Lord Keep- 
er, which his experience had - enabled Jiiin « 
to fill, with aome advantage to the public, 
without so much as giving him an opportu- 
nity (»r explaining how £ur his own views of 
general politics might essentially differ from 
those now in power* He was- convinced, 
the Marquis of A ■ had as sincere in- 
tentions towards the puUic, as himself or 
any man ; and if» upon a conference, they , 
could have agreed upon the measures by 
which it. was to be pursued, his experience 
and bis interest should have gone to sup- 
port the present administi^tion* Upon the 
engagement betwixt Ravenswood and his 
daughter, he spoke in a dry and confused 
manner. He regretted so premature a step 
a$ the engagement of the young people 
should have been taken, and conjured the 
[faster to remember he had never given 
any encouragement thereunto ; and obser- 
ved, that, as a transaction inter mnores. 



THE 9RIDB OF LAlffMfiBMOOE. iSSl 

and without concarrence of his daughter's 
natural curators, the eugagiement was inept, 
and void in law. This precipitate measure, 
he added, had produced a very bad effect 
upon Lady Ashton's mind, which it was 
impossible at present to remove. Her son, 
Colonel Douglas Ashton, had embraced 
her prejudices in their fullest extent, and 
it was impossible for Sir William to adopt 
a course disagreeable to them, without a fa- 
tal and irreconcileable breach in his fami- 
ly ; which was not at present to be thought 
ot Time, the great physician, lie hoped 
would mend all. 

In a postscript. Sir William said some- 
thing more explicitly, that rather' than the 
^aw of Scotland should sustain a severe 
<wound throagh his sides, by a parliamen- 
tary reversal of the judgment of her su- 
preme courts, in the case of the Barony 
of Ravenswood, he himself would extra- 
judicially consent to considerable sacri- 
'fices. 

From Lucy Ashton, by some tmknoWn 

8 
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conveyance, the Master received thcl fol- 
lowing lines :— *' I received your's, but it 
vras at the utmost risk ; do not attempt to 
write again till better times. I am sore be- 
set, but I will be true to my word, while 
the exercise of my reason is vouchsafed to 
me. That you are happy and prosperous is 
some consolation, and my situation requires 
it all." The note was signed L. A. 

This letter filled Ravenswood with the 
most lively alarm. He made many at- 
tempts, notwithstanding her prohibition, 
to convey letters to Miss. Ashton, and even 
to obtain an interview; but his attempts 
were frustrated, and he had only the mor- 
tification to leam that anxious and eJSec- 
tual precautions had been taken to pre- 
vent the possibility of their correspondence. 
The Master was more distressed by these 
circumstances, as it became impossible to 
delay his departure from Scotland, upon 
the important mission which bad been con- 
fided to him. Before his departure^ he put 
Sir William Ashton's letter into the hands 



THE BRIDE Of LAMMERMOOR« 525 

of the Marquis of A , who observed 

with a smilei that Sir William's day of grace 
was past, and that he had now to learn 
which side of the hedge the sun had got to. 
It was with the greatest difficulty that Ra* 
venswood extorted from the Marquis a 
promise, that he would compromise the 
proceedings in parliament, providing Sir 
William should be disposed to acquiesce 
in a union between him and Lucy Ashton, 

•*.I would hardly," said the Marquis, 
<« consent to your throwing away your 
birth-right in this manner, were I not per- 
fectly confident that Lady Ashton, or Lady 
Douglas, or whatever she calls herself, will, 
as Scotchmen say, keep her threep ; and 
that her husband dares not contradict hen" 

*« But yet," said the Master, *« I trust 
your Grace will consider my engagement 
as sacred," 

*< Believe my word of honour," said the 
Marquis, " I would be a friend even to 
you r follies ; and having thus told you my 
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opinioDy I vitt endeavour, at occasion of- 
fers, to serve you accovdii^ to your own." 
Hie Master a( Ravraswood could but 
tliank his generous kinsman and patron, 
and leave him full power to act in all his 
afiktrs. He departed iStom Swtland iqfion 
his missimi, which, it was supposed, might 
detain him upon the. coptinent for some 
months* 
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